


FOREWORD 

This  i s s u e  of t h e  Qua r t e r ly  begins  wi th  a  
s h o r t  sermon d e l i v e r e d  by t h e  e d i t o r  a t  t h e  
1985 synodica l  convent ion of t h e  EL§ i n  memory 
of P a s t o r s  Hans T h e i s t e  and Robert  Moldstad, 
and Margaret Guldberg, w i f e  of P a s t o r  Go t t f r ed  
Guldberg. Our g rac ious  Lord i n  H i s  l ove  and 
wisdom c a l l e d  t h e s e  s e r v a n t s  t h i s  p a s t  yea r  t o  
himself i n  g l o r y .  Blessed be  t h e i r  memory i n  
our  midst  ! 

We a l s o  i nc lude  an essay  by Rev. Gayl in  
Schmeling, p a s t o r  of t h e  Cottonwood-Tracy. 

d - 
Minnesota p a r i s h  on The Descent I n t o  H e l l .  This  
was de l ive red  t o  C i r c u i t s  6 and 8 p a s t o r a l  confer-  
ence l a s t  May a t  He r i t age  Lutheran Church, Apple 
Val ley ,  Minnesota. The au thor  examines t h e  Scr ip-  
t u r e  passages which teach  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  and shows 
t h a t  our  Saviour descended bod i ly  i n  o rde r  t o  
proclaim H i s  v i c t o r y  over  dea th  and t h e  d e v i l ,  
and t h a t  t h i s  w a s  p a r t  of H i s  e x a l t a t i o n ,  n o t  
humi l i a t i on .  He a l s o  p o i n t s  ou t  how t h e  church 
h a s  confessed t h i s  d o c t r i n e  throughout t h e  y e a r s  
and no te s  t h a t  i t  h a s  n o t  gone untouched by 
modern theology.  He concludes by emphasizing 
t h e  importance and comfort of t h i s  d o c t r i n e .  

The second essay  on The Theology of Worship i n  
t h e  Book of Concord was d e l i v e r e d  by P a s t o r  
Theodore ~ u l l i x s o n - t o  t h e  Arizona-Cal i fornia  pas- 
t o r a l  conference l a s t  f a l l .  I n  i t  h e  exphas izes  
t h e  sacramental  n a t u r e  of worship and p o i n t s  ou t  
t h a t  a  c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  sacramental  
and s a c r i f i c i a l  n a t u r e  of worship is  fundamental 
t o  a  proper  unders tanding  of worship and l i t u r g y .  
This  is  e s s e n t i a l  i f  we a r e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  our  
Lutheran l i t u r g i c a l  h e r i t a g e .  
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MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Synod Convent ion 1 985 

Text - Rev. 7:9-17 President W. Petersen 

P r a y e r  - 
Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  o u r  God-man S u b s t i t u t e  Sav iour ,  

"For t h e  j o y  Thy b i r t h  d o t h  g i v e  me, 
For  Thy h o l y ,  p r e c i o u s  word; 

For  Thy bap t i sm which d o t h  s a v e  me, 
For Thy g r a c i o u s  f e s t a l  board ;  

For  Thy d e a t h ,  t h e  b i t t e r  s c o r n ,  
For Thy r e s u r r e c t i o n  morn, 

Lord,  I thank  Thee and e x t o l  Thee, 
And i n  heaven I s h a l l  behold  Thee.: Amen 

Text  - " A f t e r  t h i s  I behe ld ,  and,  l o ,  a  g r e a t  
m u l t i t u d e ,  which no man cou ld  number, of a l l  
n a t i o n s ,  and k i n d r e d s ,  and peop le ,  and tongues ,  
s t o o d  b e f o r e  t h e  t h r o n e ,  and b e f o r e  t h e  Lamb, 
c l o t h e d  w i t h  w h i t e  r o b e s ,  and palms i n  t h e i r  
hands;  and c r i e d  w i t h  a loud  v o i c e ,  s a y i n g ,  
S a l v a t i o n  t o  o u r  God which s i t t e t h  upon t h e  
t h r o n e ,  and u n t o  t h e  Lamb. And a l l  t h e  a n g e l s  
s t o o d  round about  t h e  t h r o n e ,  and abou t  t h e  
e l d e r s  and t h e  f o u r  b e a s t s ,  and f e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  
t h r o n e  on t h e i r  f a c e s ,  and worshipped God, say- 
i n g ,  Amen: B l e s s i n g ,  and g l o r y ,  and wisdom, 
and t h a n k s g i v i n g ,  and honour ,  and power, and 
migh t ,  be u n t o  o u r  God f o r  e v e r  and e v e r .  Amen. 
And one of t h e  e l d e r s  answered,  s a y i n g  u n t o  m e ,  
What a r e  t h e s e  which a r e  a r r a y e d  i n  w h i t e  r o b e s ?  
and whence came t h e y ?  And I s a i d  u n t o  him, 
S i r ,  thou  knowest.  And h e  s a i d  u n t o  me, 
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These a r e  they which came ou t  of g r e a t  t r i b u -  
l a t i o n ,  and have washed t h e i r  robes ,  and made 
them whi te  i n  t h e  blood of t h e  Lamb. The re fo re  

a r e  they be fo re  t h e  t h rone  of God, and s e r v e  him 
day and n i g h t  i n  h i s  temple: and he  t h a t  sit-  

t e t h  on t h e  t h rone  s h a l l  dwel l  among them. They 

s h a l l  hunger no more, n e i t h e r  t h i r s t  any more; 
n e i t h e r  s h a l l  t h e  sun l i g h t  on them, nor  any 
h e a t .  For t h e  Lamb which i s  i n  t h e  mids t  of t h e  
th rone  s h a l l  f e ed  them, and s h a l l  l e a d  them un to  
l i v i n g  f o u n t a i n s  of wate rs :  And God s h a l l  wipe 

away a l l  t e a r s  from t h e i r  eyes ."  
- Reve la t i on  7:9-17 

I n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  d e a r l y  beloved,  and e s p e c i a l l y  you 
t h e  members of t h e  f a m i l i e s  of Hans T h e i s t e ,  Robert  
Moldstad, and Margaret  Guldberg: 

It i s  indeed a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  we have a  s p e c i a l  
s e r v i c e  a t  our  synodica l  convent ion t o  remember t h o s e  
whom t h e  Lord i n  h i s  wisdom h a s  c a l l e d  from our  mids t  
t h i s  p a s t  year  t o  himself  i n  heaven. Today we r e -  

member, and g ive  thanks t o  God f o r ,  P a s t o r s  Hans 
T h e i s t e ,  Robert  Moldstad, and Margaret  Guldberg. 
A l l  t h r e e  were f a i t h f u l  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c a l l i n g s  
and a l l  t h r e e  were very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  work of 
our  Synod, as evidenced by t h e i r  f a i t h f u l  a t t endance  
a t  our  convent ions .  We remember Hans T h e i s t e  f o r  h i s  
s t i r r i n g  speeches  reminding u s  of t h e  importance of 
spread ing  t h e  Gospel;  we remember Robert  Moldstad 
f o r  h i s  z e a l  and enthusiasm f o r  miss ions ,  having 
served a s  a  home and f o r e i g n  miss ionary ;  and we re- 

member Margaret  Guldberg a s  a  f a i t h f u l  p a s t o r ' s  wi fe ,  
h igh ly  r e spec t ed  and w e l l  l i k e d  by t h e  members of 
t h e  p a r i s h e s  which he r  husband served.  A s  we remem- 

be r  them today l e t  u s  l i f t  our  eyes  heavenward and 
gaze on a  b e a u t i f u l  scene which t h e  Holy S p i r i t  h a s  
po r t r ayed  f o r  u s .  I n  t h i s  sublime scene t h e  Seer  
draws a s i d e  t h e  c u r t a i n  which s e p a r a t e s  t ime from 
e t e r n i t y ,  heaven from e a r t h ,  and g i v e s  u s  a  gl impse o 

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 

There we behold 1. Those who belong t o  i t ;  
2. How g r e a t  t h e i r  b l e s sednes s  i s  

I n  our  t e x t  we read :  "Af te r  t h i s  I beheld,  and, 
l o ,  a  g r e a t  mu l t i t ude ,  which no man could number, 
of a l l  n a t i o n s ,  and k ind reds ,  and people ,  and 
tongues,  s tood  be fo re  t h e  th rone ,  and b e f o r e  t h e  
~ a m b . "  Here we conceive of  t h e  church a s  a  smal l  
group--and n o t  wi thout  grounds.  Our Lord J e s u s  
himself  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  church a s  "a l i t t l e  f l ock . "  
I n  t h e  sermon on t h e  mount he s ays ,  " S t r a i g h t  i s  
t h e  g a t e  and narrow i s  t h e  way, and few t h e r e  be 
t h a t  f i n d  it." Yes, t h e  church i n  t h i s  world i s  
smal l  compared w i th  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  which i s  and 
remains t h e  l o s t  world.   road i s  t h e  way t h a t  
l e a d e t h  un to  d e s t r u c t i o n  and many t h e r e  be which 
go i n  t h e r e a t , "  s ays  our  Lord. 

But our  t e x t  does no t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  church he re ,  
bu t  t h e  church i n  heaven. For t hen  a l l  t h e  e l e c t  
from a l l  n a t i o n s  a r e  a t  l a s t  ga the red ,  and t h e  
church i s  desc r ibed  a s  "a g r e a t  mu l t i t ude . "  I t  was 
t h i s  church which Landstad had i n  mind when he 
wrote  i n  one of our  f a v o r i t e  hymns: 

"There many s h a l l  come from t h e  e a s t  and t h e  west 
And s i t  a t  t h e  f e a s t  of s a l v a t i o n ,  
With Abraham, I s a a c ,  and Jacob,  t h e  b l e s t ,  
Obeying t h e  L o r d ' s  i n v i t a t i o n . "  

But more i s  t o l d .  I n  r e p l y  t o  t h e  ques t i on ,  
"What a r e  t h e s e  which a r e  a r r ayed  i n  whi te  robes?  
and whence came they?" t h e  e l d e r  answered, " t he se  
a r e  they  which came o u t  of g r e a t  t r i b u l a t i o n . "  
These exper ienced t h e  t r u t h  of S c r i p t u r e ,  "We must 
through much t r i b u l a t i o n  e n t e r  t h e  kingdom of God." 
Yes, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  ones  who s u f f e r e d  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  
sake,  who waged s p i r i t u a l  wa r f a r e  i n  t h e  church 
m i l i t a n t .  I t  was t h e s e  t h a t  Brorson desc r ibed  i n  
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But more i s  t o l d .  I n  r e p l y  t o  t h e  ques t i on ,  
"What a r e  t h e s e  which a r e  a r r ayed  i n  whi te  robes?  
and whence came they?" t h e  e l d e r  answered, " t he se  
a r e  they  which came o u t  of g r e a t  t r i b u l a t i o n . "  
These exper ienced t h e  t r u t h  of S c r i p t u r e ,  "We must 
through much t r i b u l a t i o n  e n t e r  t h e  kingdom of God." 
Yes, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  ones  who s u f f e r e d  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  
sake,  who waged s p i r i t u a l  wa r f a r e  i n  t h e  church 
m i l i t a n t .  I t  was t h e s e  t h a t  Brorson desc r ibed  i n  



t h e  hymn we sang, " ~ e s p i s e d  and scorned they so- 
j ourned h e r e .  " 

When t h e  e l d e r  con t inues ,   herefo fore a r e  they  
be fo re  t h e  t h rone  of God, and s e r v e  him n i g h t  and 
day i n  h i s  temple1' a r e  we t o  conclude from t h i s  
t h a t  they  earned a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  church t r iumphant ,  
a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  because of t h e i r  t r i b u l a t i o n ?  
Absolu te ly  no t !  That would f l a t l y  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  
c e n t r a l  t r u t h  of S c r i p t u r e  t h a t  we a r e  saved by 
grace  a lone  through f a i t h ,  wi thout  t h e  deeds of t h e  
law. I t  would a l s o  c o n t r a d i c t  our  t e x t ,  A s  c l e a r  
a s  t h e  noon-day l i g h t  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  robes  of 
t h e  saved were no t  made wh i t e  by t h e i r  own blood,  
bu t  by t h e  blood of t h e  Lamb. No, n a t u r a l  blood,  
even of t h e  n o b l e s t  mar tyr ,  i s  s t a i n e d  w i th  s i n ,  
The e a r t h l y  robes  of t h e  s a i n t s ,  too ,  y e s  a l l  t h e i r  
r i gh t eousnes s  a r e  a s  f i l t h y  r a g s  i n  God's s i g h t .  
But having pu t  on t h e  s p o t l e s s  robes  of C h r i s t ' s  
p e r f e c t  r i gh t eousnes s  by f a i t h ,  they  sang wh i l e  
i n  t h e  church m i l i t a n t ,  

" Jesus ,  Thy blood and r i gh t eousnes s ,  
My beauty a r e ,  my g l o r i o u s  d r e s s . "  

Therefore ,  f o r  t h a t  reason ,  and t h a t  reason  
a lone ,  they  a r e  i n  t h e  church t r iumphant ,  b e f o r e  
t h e  th rone ,  i n  g lo ry ,  where they  s e r v e  God n i g h t  
and day i n  h i s  temple,  and we have every reason  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  our  depar ted  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r  i n  
C h r i s t  a r e  among t h a t  throng po r t r ayed  i n  our  t e x t ,  
f o r  t h e i r  confess ion  was they  were saved by t h e  
p r ec ious  blood of C h r i s t ,  shed on Ca lva ry ' s  c r o s s ,  
f o r  t h e i r  s i n s  and t h a t  t h i s  blood c l e a n s e s  from 
a l l  s i n .  

Secondly,  a s  we gaze a t  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  scene w e  
behold t h e  b l e s sednes s  of t hose  who a r e  i n  t h e  
church t r iumphant .  I t  c o n s i s t s ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  of 
t h e  absence of a l l  e v i l .  They a r e  c lo thed  i n  whi te  
robes ,  emblematic of innocence and p u r i t y .  They 

ho ld  palms i n  t h e i r  hands,  tokens  of joy and v i c t o r y .  
What a c o n t r a s t  from t h e  church m i l i t a n t  where t h e r e  
was o f t e n  t ens ion ,  s t r i f e ,  sorrow, s i c k n e s s ,  t e a r s ,  
and death!  Now they  a r e  exper ienc ing  t h a t  t h e  suf -  
f e r i n g s  of t h i s  t ime were no t  worthy t o  be compared 
w i th  t h e  g l o r y  which they  a r e  now enjoying.  By way 
of c o n t r a s t  " they s h a l l  hunger no more, n e i t h e r  
t h i r s t  any more; n e i t h e r  s h a l l  t h e  sun l i g h t  on them, 
nor  any h e a t .  For t h e  Lamb which i s  i n  t h e  midst  of 
t h e  th rone  s h a l l  feed  them, and s h a l l  l e a d  them unto  
l i v i n g  f o u n t a i n s  of waters :  and God s h a l l  wipe away 
a l l  t e a r s  from t h e i r  eyes." 

But t h i s  b l e s sednes s  a l s o  c o n s i s t s  i n  f u l l  enjoy- 
ment of every th ing  t h a t  is  good. The q u e s t i o n s  
which perplexed them h e r e  have now been answered; 
t h e  problems t h a t  b a f f l e d  them h e r e  have been com- 
f o r t i n g l y  so lved ;  a l l  doubts  have been d i s p e l l e d ;  
a l l  d e s i r e s  f u l f i l l e d .  The t e a r s  t h a t  flowed so  
f r e e l y  h e r e  have a l l  been wiped away. Here t h e i r  
joy was mingled w i th  sorrow; t h e i r  p l e a s u r e s  were 
f l e e t i n g  and s h o r t l i v e d ,  bu t  now a t  h i s  r i g h t  hand 
t h e r e a r e  p l e a s u r e s  f o r e v e r  more. Yes, being i n  
~ o d ' s  p resence  is  b l i s s  sublime. Th i s  i s  t h e  b l i s s  
which our  depar ted  ones a r e  now en joy ing ,  and t h i s  
i s  t h e  c e r t a i n  f u t u r e  awa i t i ng  each b e l i e v e r  when 
t h e  doors  of e t e r n i t y  open. Th i s  is  no dream, o r  
de lu s ion .  The a p o s t l e  P e t e r  b u r s t s  f o r t h  i n  a  dox- 
ology of p r a i s e  t h a t  because of C h r i s t ' s  r e s u r r e c -  
t i o n  we have been begot ten  t o  a  l i v e l y  hope which 
he  d e s c r i b e s  a s  "an i n h e r i t a n c e  i n c o r r u p t i b l e ,  and 
unde f i l ed ,  and t h a t  f a d e t h  n o t  away, r e se rved  i n  
heaven f o r  you." (I: P e t e r  1 :4)  

A s  we gaze a t  t h i s  scene ,  l i k e  t h e  a p o s t l e  Pau l ,  
we have a  d e s i r e  t o  d e p a r t  and t o  be wi th  C h r i s t  
which i s  f a r  b e t t e r .  But we a r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  
of  t h i s  world.  We have work t o  do, u rgen t  work, a  
b l e s s e d  work, namely t o  b r i n g  t h e  sav ing  Gospel of 
J e s u s  C h r i s t  t o  a  l o s t  world.  A s  we go about t h i s  
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work, l e t  u s  keep t h e  eye of f a i t h  gazing on t h a t  
g lo ry  which a w a i t s  u s .  I t  was, no doubt ,  t h i s  

scene which D r .  Walther  had i n  mind when h e  wrote:  
"A b l e s sed  yea r  i n  which h e  d i e s  who h a s  a  Sav ior !  
It i s  t h e  y e a r  of h i s  t r u e  b i r t h ;  i t  i s  t h e  y e a r  
of h i s  e v e r l a s t i n g  s a l v a t i o n ;  i t  i s  t h e  yea r  i n  
which h e  c e l e b r a t e s  h i s  wedding; i t  i s  t h e  t r u l y  
accep t ab l e  yea r  of t h e  Lord, t h e  e t e r n a l  yea r  of 
j u b i l e e ,  i n  which a l l  h i s  l a m e n t a t i o n s  w i l l  s i n k  
i n t o  e v e r l a s t i n g  s i l e n c e .  Then a t  l a s t  w i l l  h e  t a k e  

h i s  harp  from t h e  wi l lows  of g r i e f .  e n c i r c l e  h i s  
brow wi th  t h e  n e v e r - f a i l i n g  f l o w e r s  of sp r ing ,  and 
s i n g  and p l ay  w i t h  a n g e l i c  c h o i r s  f o r e v e r  and eve r  
t h e  new song of God and t o  t h e  ~ a m b . "  

" 0  happy day when we s h a l l  s t and  
Amid t h e  heavenly th rong ,  

And s i n g  w i t h  h o s t s  from every  l and  
The new c e l e s t i a l  song. 

"God, may Thy bounteous g r a c e  i n s p i r e  
Our h e a r t s  so  t h a t  we may 

A l l  j o i n  t h e  heavenly ,  white-robed c h o i r  
Upon t h a t  g l o r i o u s  day." 

THE DESCENT INTO HELL 

I .  The B i b l i c a l  Bas is  f o r  t h i s  Doc t r i ne  

The d o c t r i n e  of t h e  descen t  i n t o  h e l l  i s  no t  
common s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  f o r  sermons. I t  i s  g iven  
i t s  t e n  minutes  each yea r  i n  con f i rma t ion  c l a s s ,  
and t h a t  about  does  i t .  When someone i n  B ib l e  
c l a s s  a s k s  about t h e  de scen t  and when i t  happened, 
one t ends  t o  qu i ck ly  s tumble over  t h e  answer and 
t hen  cont inue .  Th i s  i s  n o t  a  t e ach ing  t h a t  should 
be pushed under t h e  rug.  I t  is  a  ve ry  comfort ing 
d o c t r i n e  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  

For t h i s  d o c t r i n e  t o  be t h e  comfort  t h a t  God 
in tended ,  i t  must be p rope r ly  unders tood.  Even i n  
Lutheran c i r c l e s  today t h e r e  a r e  a  v a r i e t y  of i d e a s  
a s  t o  t h e  meaning of t h e  descen t  i n t o  h e l l .  Helmut 
T h i e l i c k e ,  a  German Lutheran t heo log i an ,  d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  descen t  w r i t e s ,  "BY means of such sugges t i ve ,  
p a r a b o l i c  language, t h e  New Testament goes  on t o  
p o i n t  ou t  one l a s t  i d e a  which l i e s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  
l i m i t  of t hose  t h i n g s  t h a t  can  s t i l l  be s a i d  t o  
a l l .  That i s ,  i t  says  t h a t  t h e  gospe l  i s  proclaimed 
even t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  realm of t h e  dead 
(I P e t e r  4 : 6 )  and t h a t  J e s u s  Himself p r e s s e s  t h i s  
f a r  w i th  t h e  l i b e r a t i n g  word. " (Helmut T h i e l i c k e ,  
I Bel ieve  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Creed, p. 131.)  To b r ing  
t h i s  confus ion  c l o s e r  t o  home, The Lutheran Book 
of Worship h a s  an  a s t e r i s k  p r i n t e d  fo l lowing  t h e  
phrase  " ~ e  descended i n t o  h e l l "  i n  t h e  Apos t l e s  
Creed. The a s t e r i s k  is  exp l a ined  i n  t h e  middle of 
t h e  page, "or, He descended t o  t h e  dead." (The - 
Lutheran Book of Worship, p. 65.)  Thus two d i f f e r -  
e n t  unders tandings  of t h i s  d o c t r i n e  a r e  allowed t o  
s t and  s i d e  by s i d e .  
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I .  The B i b l i c a l  Bas is  f o r  t h i s  Doc t r i ne  
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in tended ,  i t  must be p rope r ly  unders tood.  Even i n  
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What i s  meant when w e  c o n f e s s  "I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  
d e s c e n t  i n t o  h e l l ? "  T o  answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n  one 

m u s t  look  a t  t h e  s e d e s  d o c t r i n a e  of t h i s  d o c t r i n e  
and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  p a s s a g e s .  The s e d e s  d o c t r i n a e  

f o r  t h i s  t e a c h i n g  i s  found i n  I P e t e r  3:18-20. 

1 8 .  For C h r i s t  a l s o  d i e d  f o r  s i n s  once f o r  a l l ,  
t h e  j u s t  f o r  t h e  u n j u s t ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  He 
might b r i n g  u s  t o  God, hav ing  been p u t  t o  
d e a t h  i n  t h e  f l e s h  ( i n  t h e  s p h e r e  of H i s  
f l e s h l y  l i f e ) ,  b u t  made a l i v e  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  
( i n  t h e  s p h e r e  of t h e  new s p i r i t u a l  g l o i i -  
f i e d  l i f e  of t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  body):  

1 9 .  i n  which ( s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e )  a l s o  He went 
and made p roc lamat ion  t o  t h e  s p i r i t s  now i n  
p r i s o n ,  

20.  who once were d i s o b e d i e n t ,  when t h e  p a t i e n c e  
of God k e p t  w a i t i n g  i n  t h e  days  of Noah, 
d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  a r k  i n  which 
a few, t h a t  i s ,  e i g h t  p e r s o n s  were b rought  
s a f e l y  through t h e  w a t e r .  

- 8 -  

21. And cor responding  t o  t h a t ,  bap t i sm now 
s a v e s  you - n o t  t h e  removal of d i r t  
from t h e  f l e s h ,  b u t  an  a p p e a l  t o  God 
f o r  a  good consc ience  - through t h e  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  of J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

22. who i s  t h e  r i g h t  hand of  God, having gone 
i n t o  heaven, a f t e r  a n g e l s  and a u t h o r i t i e s  
and powers had been s u b j e c t e d  t o  H i m .  
(NAS B) 

According t o  t h i s  S c r i p t u r e  passage  t h e  d e s c e n t  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  of  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  e x a l t a t i o n ,  f o r  
w h i l e  v e r s e  n i n e t e e n  s p e a k s  of t h e  d e s c e n t ,  v e r s e  
twenty-one speaks  of t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  and v e r s e  
twenty-two of t h e  a s c e n s i o n .  The J u s t  One, Who 
d i e d  f o r  a l l  hav ing  been p u t  t o  d e a t h  i n  t h e  body, 
became a l i v e  w i t h  a g l o r i f i e d  body; and i n  t h i s  
e x i s t e n c e  descended i n t o  h e l l ,  a r o s e  v i s i b l y  from 
t h e  dead,  and ascended i n t o  heaven. The f i r s t  
f o u r  s t e p s  of t h e  L o r d ' s  e x a l t a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  
i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  

Now a  c l o s e  l o o k  a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  must b e  t aken .  
Verse  e i g h t e e n  s t a t e s  t h a t  C h r i s t  was p u t  t o  d e a t h  
i n  t h e  f l e s h .  0 a v a r w 8 ~ t ~  i s  a n  a o r i s t  p a s s i v e  
p a r t i c i p l e ;  oapn?, is  a  d a t i v e  of r e f e r e n c e .  He was 
p u t  t o  d e a t h  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o ,  o r  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  of 
H i s  f l e s h l y  l i f e .  T h i s  ends  t h e  s t a t e  of  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  
h u m i l i a t i o n .  The n e x t  p h r a s e  which c l o s e l y  c o r r e s -  
ponds t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  b e g i n s  t h e  e x a l t a t i o n ,  "but 
made a l i v e  i n  t h e  s p i r i t . "  Because of t h e  p a r a l l e l -  
i s m  i n  t h e s e  two c l a u s e s ,  i t  i s  b e s t  t o  unders tand  
n v ~ 6 ~ a ~ ~  a s  a  d a t i v e  of r e f e r e n c e  l i k e  a a p n ? ,  and 
n o t  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t  a  d a t i v e  of i n s t r u m e n t  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  Holy Ghost a s  i s  done by t h e  New I n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Vers ion .  "F leshr f  and " s p i r i t "  each wi th-  
o u t  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Greek show t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  
c o n d i t i o n s  of  o u r  L o r d ' s  human n a t u r e  i n  humi l i a -  
t i o n  and e x a l t a t i o n .  (Rom. 1:3-4, I Tim. 3:16) 
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J e s u s  was pu t  t o  dea th  w i th  an e a r t h l y  body l i k e  
our  body, bu t  He became a l i v e  i n  t h e  g r ave  on t h e  
t h i r d  day wi th  a s p i r i t u a l  g l o r i f i e d  body. 

It should be no ted  t h a t  many of t h e  Lutheran 
dogmatic ians  and even S toeckhard t  unders tood " f l e s h f 1  
h e r e  a s  ~ h r i s t ' s  human n a t u r e  and " s p i r i t "  a s  H i s  
d i v i n e  n a t u r e .  T h i s  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  
bu t  one ha rde r  t o  ma in t a in  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  
exeges i s .  Th i s  view demands t h a t  t h e  p a r a l l e l  
d a t i v e s  h e r e  be two d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of d a t i v e s ,  
t h e  f i r s t  a  d a t i v e  of r e f e r e n c e ,  and t h e  second 
a  d a t i v e  of ins t rument .  

The next  c l a u s e ,  " i n  which a l s o  He went," 
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  new s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  v i v i -  
f i c a t i o n .  Then accord ing  t o  v e r s e  n ine t een ,  w i t h  
H i s  new s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h a t  i s ,  H i s  g l o r i f i e d  
body, He went and made t h e  proc lamat ion  t o  t h e  
s p i r i t s  now i n  p r i s o n .  Obviously t h i s  p roc lamat ion  
d i d  no t  occur  through t h e  p r e - inca rna t e  C h r i s t  i n  
t h e  days of Noah a s  S t .  August ine t augh t .  Ra ther  
i t  i s  a  going and proc la iming  which took  p l a c e  a f t e r  
t h e  v i v i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  tomb. Also t h e  B i b l i c a l  
t each ing  of t h e  de scen t  i s  no t  j u s t  a  f i g u r a t i v e  
way of say ing  t h a t  C h r i s t  enduring t h e  p a i n  of h e l l  
on t h e  c r o s s  a s  Ca lv in  implied.  It was a  r e a l  
happening which took p l a c e  a f t e r  He became a l i v e .  

QvAanK is  an  impor tan t  word i n  t h i s  v e r s e .  I t  
means "a p l a c e  of guard ing ,  a  p r i son ."  I n  Rev. 
20:7 and 18:2 i t  is  used f o r  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  
Devi l  and h i s  ange l s  a r e  h e l d  u n t i l  judgment. 
"It i s  used t o  denote  a  p l a c e  of punishment a l s o  
i n  Matt .  5:25. Luke 22:23, e t c .  Cf. I1 P e t e r .  2:4, 
and Jude  6, where i t  i s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e  e v i l  ange l s  
a r e  'committed t o  p i t s  of da rknes s '  and 'kep t  i n  
e v e r l a s t i n g  bonds under darkness  un to  t h e  judgment 
of t h e  g r e a t  day. "'  he I d e a  of a  P roba t i on  A f t e r  
Death," Theolog ica l  Q u a r t e r l y ,  Vol. 23, p .  217) 

Because t h i s  p r i s o n  i s  a p l a c e  of punishment, i t  
i s  n o t  a  l imbus patrum where t h e  Old Testament 
s a i n t s  were t o  have awai ted t h e  s a v i o r ' s  coming. 
Nor can "pr ison" h e r e  be equated w i th  "sheol" i n  
i t s  gene ra l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  grave ,  
meaning t h a t  J e s u s  went t o  t h e  grave  o r  He simply 
d i e d ,  Th i s  i s  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
r ead ing  of t h e  Creed i n  t h e  Lutheran  Book of Worship. 
Such a  view i s  imposs ib le  because cpv~anfi "pr ison" 
cannot  have t h e  meaning "grave" o r  "death." Here i t  
can on ly  r e f e r  t o  t h a t  p l a c e  of punishment prepared 
f o r  Sa t an  and h i s  coho r t s .  

C h r i s t  descended t o  t h e  pr ison-house of h e l l  
and made proc lamat ion  t o  t h e  s p i r i t s  bound t h e r e .  
These s p i r i t s  were t hose  who were d i sobed i en t  o r  
unbe l iev ing  i? t h e  days of Noah when he preached 
repentance .  AXE L S Q ~ ~ O ~ V  can have t h e  meaning 
"unbel ieving" which b e s t  f i t s  t h i s  con t ex t .  Stoek- 
h a r d t  t r a n s l a t e s ,  "Die e i n s t  n i c h t  geg laubt  ha t t en . "  
( G ,  Stoeckhard t ,  Kommentar fiber den E r s t e n  Br ie f  
P e t r i ,  p. 156.)  Peter .  i s  no t  say ing  t h a t  J e s u s  
preached on ly  t h e  unbe l i ev ing  a t  t h e  t ime of Noah, 
bu t  they  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a l l  t h e  damned. "It 
i s  t o  be observed t h a t  6 r ~ ~ 8 f i o a o i  no-rE, n-rA., is  
not  added a t t r i b u t i v e l y  by means of a  r e p e t i t i o n  
of t h e  a r t i c l e  ~ o C s ,  bu t  p r e d i c a t i v e l y  wi thout  t h e  
a r t i c l e  (R. 788). Th i s  i s  speaking grammatical ly;  
bu t  i t  b r i n g s  o u t  t h e  thought  t h a t  P e t e r  i n t e n d s  t o  
say t h a t  C h r i s t  d i d  no t  make h e r a l d  proclamation t o  
t hose  on ly  who were d i sobed i en t  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  
f l ood ,  which thought  would r e q u i r e  r o C ~  & n ~ ~ 9 $ o a o ~  
( t h e  a r t i c l e  r e p e a t e d ) ,  bu t  t o  a l l  t h e  s p i r i t s  i n  
p r i s o n ,  a l l  t h e s e  being such a s  were d i sobed i en t  
( t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  merely q u a l i t a t i v e )  when ( t o  
i n s t a n c e  a  n o t a b l e  case)  t h e  l o n g s u f f e r i n g  of God 
wai ted  no l e s s  t han  120 y e a r s ,  wai ted  i n  v a i n ,  
be fo re  sending t h e  judgment." (R.C.H. Lensk i ,  The 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  E p i s t l e s  of S t .  P e t e r ,  s t .  
John, and S t .  Jude,  pp. 163-164.) 



J e s u s  was pu t  t o  dea th  w i th  an e a r t h l y  body l i k e  
our  body, bu t  He became a l i v e  i n  t h e  g r ave  on t h e  
t h i r d  day wi th  a s p i r i t u a l  g l o r i f i e d  body. 

It should be no ted  t h a t  many of t h e  Lutheran 
dogmatic ians  and even S toeckhard t  unders tood " f l e s h f 1  
h e r e  a s  ~ h r i s t ' s  human n a t u r e  and " s p i r i t "  a s  H i s  
d i v i n e  n a t u r e .  T h i s  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  
bu t  one ha rde r  t o  ma in t a in  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  
exeges i s .  Th i s  view demands t h a t  t h e  p a r a l l e l  
d a t i v e s  h e r e  be two d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of d a t i v e s ,  
t h e  f i r s t  a  d a t i v e  of r e f e r e n c e ,  and t h e  second 
a  d a t i v e  of ins t rument .  

The next  c l a u s e ,  " i n  which a l s o  He went," 
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  new s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  v i v i -  
f i c a t i o n .  Then accord ing  t o  v e r s e  n ine t een ,  w i t h  
H i s  new s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h a t  i s ,  H i s  g l o r i f i e d  
body, He went and made t h e  proc lamat ion  t o  t h e  
s p i r i t s  now i n  p r i s o n .  Obviously t h i s  p roc lamat ion  
d i d  no t  occur  through t h e  p r e - inca rna t e  C h r i s t  i n  
t h e  days of Noah a s  S t .  August ine t augh t .  Ra ther  
i t  i s  a  going and proc la iming  which took  p l a c e  a f t e r  
t h e  v i v i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  tomb. Also t h e  B i b l i c a l  
t each ing  of t h e  de scen t  i s  no t  j u s t  a  f i g u r a t i v e  
way of say ing  t h a t  C h r i s t  enduring t h e  p a i n  of h e l l  
on t h e  c r o s s  a s  Ca lv in  implied.  It was a  r e a l  
happening which took p l a c e  a f t e r  He became a l i v e .  

QvAanK is  an  impor tan t  word i n  t h i s  v e r s e .  I t  
means "a p l a c e  of guard ing ,  a  p r i son ."  I n  Rev. 
20:7 and 18:2 i t  is  used f o r  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  
Devi l  and h i s  ange l s  a r e  h e l d  u n t i l  judgment. 
"It i s  used t o  denote  a  p l a c e  of punishment a l s o  
i n  Matt .  5:25. Luke 22:23, e t c .  Cf. I1 P e t e r .  2:4, 
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of t h e  g r e a t  day. "'  he I d e a  of a  P roba t i on  A f t e r  
Death," Theolog ica l  Q u a r t e r l y ,  Vol. 23, p .  217) 
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Now what k ind  of p roc lamat ion  d id  our  Lord 
make t o  t h e  damned i n  h e l l ?  Some b e l i e v e  He de- 
scended t o  preach t h e  gospe l  g iv ing  t h e  damned 
another  chance t o  be saved.  Th i s  i s  based on t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  word wqp60aw i s  used a t  t imes  i n  t h e  
New Testament f o r  p reach ing  t h e  gospe l ,  I t  i s  
based a l s o  on a  misunders tanding of a n c i e n t  t r a d i -  
t i o n ,  bu t  most of a l l  on t h e  p ious  hopes of theo- 
l o g i a n s ,  

While nqp600w i s  f r e q u e n t l y  used i n  connec t ion  
wi th  gospe l  p reach ing ,  i t  i s  no t  used i n  t h i s  manner 
t o  t h e  exc lu s ion  of o t h e r s ,  (Rom. 2:21, Gal.  5:11, 
Acts 15:21) The b a s i c  meaning of t h i s  word i s  
"announce, make known, p roc la im aloud."  Those who 
b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  gospe l  p reach ing  f e e l  they have a  
c l i n c h i n g  argument i n  I P e t e r  4:6, "For t h e  gospe l  
ha s  f o r  t h i s  purpose been preached even t o  t hose  
who a r e  dead." (NASB) However no t ime i s  s p e c i f i e d  
a s  t o  when t h i s  p reach ing  took p l ace .  I t  could have 
j u s t  a s  e a s i l y  occur red  wh i l e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  were 
s t i l l  a l i v e ,  and t h i s  must be t h e  meaning of t h e  
passage f o r  i t  t o  be i n  harmony wi th  t h e  r e s t  of 
S c r i p t u r e  t r u t h .  A l l  t h a t  can be concluded from 
wqp6aaw i s  t h a t  J e s u s  descended i n t o  h e l l  t o  make 
proclamation.  What i s  proclaimed i s  no t  s t a t e d .  

The whole con t ex t  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n  1 P e t e r ,  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand, p o i n t s  t o  a proc lamat ion  of con- 
demnation. P e t e r  admonishes t h e  b e l i e v e r s  t o  s u f f e r  
p a t i e n t l y  a s  C h r i s t  d i d  and t h u s  they  w i l l  a l s o  
e n t e r  H i s  g l o r y .  They a r e  t o  awai t  H i s  coming, when 
c o d ' s  r i g h t e o u s  judgment w i l l  come upon b e l i e v e r  and 
unbe l i eve r .  Then t h e  b e l i e v e r  w i l l  go t o  g l o r y  wh i l e  
t h e  unbe l i eve r  ends i n  d e s t r u c t i o n .  A t ype  of t h i s  
judgment i s  t h e  f l ood  which t h e  d i sobed i en t  a t  t h e  
t ime of Noah endured. (Matt .  24:38-39, Luke 17:26-30, 
I1 P e t e r  2:5) Now i f  they  r ece ived  a  second chance 
i n  t h e  descen t ,  P e t e r  h a s  l o s t  h i s  b a s i s  f o r  u rg ing  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be prepared  f o r  t h e  judgment. 

- 12  - 

Why should t h e  C h r i s t i a n  be so  concerned about  
keeping h i s  f a i t h  a l i v e ,  i f  he  too  w i l l  have 
ano the r  chance t o  be saved i n  t h e  nex t  l i f e .   he 
Apos t le  c o n t r a d i c t e d  himself  i f  h e  d e s i r e d  t o  make 
an e a r n e s t  warning concerning t h e  judgment, and 
s t i l l  a t  t h e  same t ime t augh t  r ea s su rance  f o r  a l l  
unscrupulous f l e s h ,  t h a t  a  convers ion  was p o s s i b l e  
i n  t h e  nex t  l i f e  f o r  t hose  who were unrepentan t  
h e r e .  (A. Hoenecke, Dogmatik, Vol. 111, p. 135.)  

F i n a l l y  a  p reach ing  of s a l v a t i o n  t o  t h e  damned 
i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  what t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t e ach  elsewhere 
about our  t ime of g r ace  and t h e  judgment. No where 
i s  a  chance f o r  convers ion a f t e r  dea th  spoken of i n  
t h e  Bib le .  Rather  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  d e c l a r e s ,  "It i s  
appoin ted  f o r  men t o  d i e  once and a f t e r  t h i s  comes 
judgment. I '  (Heb. 9: 2 7  NASB) Such an  i n t e r p r e t a -  
t i o n  of t h i s  passage i s  opposed t o  t h e  analogy of 
f a i t h ' .  Therefore  we must conclude t h a t  J e s u s  h e r e  
proclaimed condemnation and v i c t o r y  over  Sa t an  and 
h i s  coho r t s .  

A number of r e l a t e d  passages  a l l u d e  t o  t h i s  
v i c t o r y  theme. I n  Ephesians  4:8-9 p a r t i a l l y  quot- 
i ng  Psalm 68:18, S t .  Pau l  w r i t e s ,   herefo fore i t  
s ays ,  'When He ascended on h igh ,  He l e d  c a p t i v e  a  
h o s t  of c a p t i v e s  and He gave g i f t s  t o  men.' Sow 
t h i s  exp re s s ion ,  'He ascended , '  what does i t  mean 
except  t h a t  H e  a l s o  had descended i n t o  t h e  lower 
p a r t s  of t h e  e a r t h ? "  (NASB) Many commentators 
unders tand t h i s  descen t  a s  t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n .  But 
why then  does t h e  t e x t  s ay ,  "He descended i n t o  t h e  
lower p a r t s  of t h e  e a r t h  . I 1  The i n c a r n a t i o n  does 
no t  f i t .  Here t h e  Apos t le  u s e s  f i g u r a t i v e  Old 
Testament terminology t o  say  C h r i s t  descended i n t o  
h e l l .  (R.C.H. Lenski ,  The I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of S t .  
P a u l ' s  E p i s t l e s  t o  t h e  G a l a t i a n s ,  Ephesians ,  and 
P h i l i p p i a n s ,  pp.  521-24. Also George S toeckhard t ,  
Commentary on S t .  P a u l ' s  L e t t e r  t o  t h e  Ephesians ,  
pp. 194-197 C h r i s t  descended i n t o  h e l l  a s  t h e  
V ic to r  Divine,  a s  t h e  tr iumphant One, i n  o rde r  t o  
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t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  keys  of lie11 and d e a t h ,  
l e a d i n g  c a p t i v i t y  c a p t i v e .  I n  t r iumphant  p roces -  
s i o n  He made a  p u b l i c  s p e c t a c l e  of t h e  e v i l  o n e s ,  
t r iumphing  o v e r  them by t h e  c r o s s .  (Col .  2:15) 
Death ,  h e l l ,  and S a t a n ,  W e  vanquished H i s  f o e s .  The 
d e s c e n t  conf i rms  t h a t  He i s  C h r i s t u s  V i c t o r ,  Con- 
q u e r o r  of t h e  U n i v e r s e ,  Lord of Lords ,  King of Kings .  

11. T h i s  Doctrine as it has been Confessed by t h e  
Church 

T h i s  second p a r t  of t h i s  paper  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  
how t h e  Church confessed  t h i s  t e a c h i n g  drawn from 
t h e  i n s p i r e d  S c r i p ~ u r e .  The e a r l i e s t  fo rmal  c r e e d a l  
c o n f e s s i o n  of t h e  d e s c e n t  i s  found i n  t h e  F o u r t h  
Formula of Sirmium w r i t t e n  i n  359 A.D. I t  s t a t e s ,  
"lie descended t o  t h e  underworld  ( h e l l ,  c i s  ~h 
n a ~ a ~ 8 6 v ~ a  n a r ~ ~ - 3 6 v r a )  and r e g u l a t e d  t h i n g s  t h e r e ,  
Whom t h e  g a t e k e e p e r s  of h e l l  saw and shuddered."  
(J.N.D. K e l l y ,  E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  Creeds ,  p. 378.)  
According t o  h i s t o r i a n  S o c r a t e s  i t s  a u t h o r  had been 
Mark of  Are thusa ,  a  S y r i a n .  I t  seems t h e n  t h a t  t h e  
d e s c e n t  f i g u r e d  v e r y  e a r l y  i n  E a s t e r n  c r e e d a l  mater-  
i a l ,  f o r  i t  i s  a l s o  found i n  t h e  doxology of t h e  
S y r i a n  D i d a s c a l i a .  It a p p e a r s  t h a t  o n l y  a t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  s e v e n t h  c e n t u r y  was t h e  d e s c e n t  
a c c e p t e d  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  ~ p o s t l e ' s  and Athanas ian  
Creeds  of t h e  West. 

While t h e  Sirmium s t a t e m e n t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  fo rmal  
c r e e d a l  c o n f e s s i o n  of t h e  d e s c e n t ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  common 
i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l  w r i t i n g s  of t h e  a p o s t o l i c  and e a r l y  
church f a t h e r s ,  For  example, Po lycarp  of Smyrna 
mar ty red  around 155 A.D. writes, "Our Lord J e s u s  
C h r i s t ,  Who endured t o  f a c e  even d e a t h  f o r  o u r  s i n s ,  
Whom God r a i s e d ,  hav ing  l o o s e d  t h e  pangs of hades ."  
( E p i s t l e  of  P o l y c a r p  1 )  J u s t i n  Martyr  d e c l a r e s ,  
"The Lord God remembered H i s  dead p e o p l e  of I s r a e l  
who l a y  i n  t h e  g r a v e s ;  and He descended t o  p reach  
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t o  them H i s  own s a l v a t i o n . "  ( J u s t i n  Mar ty r ,  Dia- 
l o g u e  With Trypho 7 2 . )  I r e n a e u s  s a y s ,  " ~ e  a l s o  
descended i n t o  t h e  lower  p a r t s  of t h e  e a r t h  t o  
behold w i t h  H i s  e y e s  t h e  s t a t e  of t h o s e  who were 
r e s t i n g  from t h e i r  l a b o u r s ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  whom 
He d i d  a l s o  d e c l a r e  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e s ,  'Many p r o p h e t s  
and r i g h t e o u s  men have d e s i r e d  t o  s e e  and h e a r  what 
ye  do s e e  and h e a r .  "' ( I r e n a e u s ,  Adversus Haereses ,  
I V ,  2 2 : l . )  

The church f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  c e n t u r i e s  
were u n i t e d  i n  t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  ~ h r i s t ' s  d e s c e n t  
i n t o  h e l l .  They were,  however, a t  v a r i a n c e  a s  t o  
t h e  manner i n  which i t  o c c u r r e d  and t h e  purpose  
which prompted i t .  P a r t  of t h i s  problem can  be  
t r a c e d  t o  a n  i n t e r t e s t a m e n t a l  Jewish  i n f l u e n c e  on 
t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of t h e  a p o s t o l i c  f a t h e r s ,  a s  was 
t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  m i l l e n n i a l i s m  of  some of t h e  e a r l y  
f a t h e r s .  What e s p e c i a l l y  caused havoc i n  d o c t r i n e  
of  t h e  d e s c e n t  was t h e  confused i d e a s  t h e  f a t h e r s  
had r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t ime  i n t e r v e n i n g  between 
a  p e r s o n ' s  d e a t h  and judgment day,  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  
where t h a t  t ime  was s p e n t .  I t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a l l  
s o u l s  of  t h o s e  who d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a t h  of C h r i s t  
were k e p t  i n  t h e  underworld .  The p i o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  e v i l  had t o  l i v e  t h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  i n  t h e  same 
manner. Even t h e  p a t r i a r c h s  had n o t  e n t e r e d  g l o r y .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  f a l s e  t e a c h i n g  two d i f f e r e n t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  d e s c e n t  developed i n  t h e  E a r l y  
Church. "According t o  one,  C h r i s t  was a c t i v e  d u r i n g  
t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  t h r e e  days  p reach ing  s a l v a t i o n  o r  e l s e  
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  bap t i sm t o  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  of  t h e  o l d  
Covenant; accord ing  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  He performed a  
t r iumphant  a c t  of l i b e r a t i o n  on t h e i r  b e h a l f .  The 
former  found r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  a u t h o r  of t h e  
Gospel of P e t e r ,  S t .  J u s t i n ,  S t .  I r e n a e u s ,  and 
Origen."  (J.N.D. K e l l y ,  E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  Creeds ,  
pp. 380-381.) The main d i f f i c u l t y  f a c i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
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c o n f e s s i o n  of t h e  d e s c e n t  i s  found i n  t h e  F o u r t h  
Formula of Sirmium w r i t t e n  i n  359 A.D. I t  s t a t e s ,  
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i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l  w r i t i n g s  of t h e  a p o s t o l i c  and e a r l y  
church f a t h e r s ,  For  example, Po lycarp  of Smyrna 
mar ty red  around 155 A.D. writes, "Our Lord J e s u s  
C h r i s t ,  Who endured t o  f a c e  even d e a t h  f o r  o u r  s i n s ,  
Whom God r a i s e d ,  hav ing  l o o s e d  t h e  pangs of hades ."  
( E p i s t l e  of  P o l y c a r p  1 )  J u s t i n  Martyr  d e c l a r e s ,  
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t o  them H i s  own s a l v a t i o n . "  ( J u s t i n  Mar ty r ,  Dia- 
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ye  do s e e  and h e a r .  "' ( I r e n a e u s ,  Adversus Haereses ,  
I V ,  2 2 : l . )  
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were u n i t e d  i n  t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  ~ h r i s t ' s  d e s c e n t  
i n t o  h e l l .  They were,  however, a t  v a r i a n c e  a s  t o  
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t r a c e d  t o  a n  i n t e r t e s t a m e n t a l  Jewish  i n f l u e n c e  on 
t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of t h e  a p o s t o l i c  f a t h e r s ,  a s  was 
t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  m i l l e n n i a l i s m  of  some of t h e  e a r l y  
f a t h e r s .  What e s p e c i a l l y  caused havoc i n  d o c t r i n e  
of  t h e  d e s c e n t  was t h e  confused i d e a s  t h e  f a t h e r s  
had r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t ime  i n t e r v e n i n g  between 
a  p e r s o n ' s  d e a t h  and judgment day,  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  
where t h a t  t ime  was s p e n t .  I t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a l l  
s o u l s  of  t h o s e  who d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a t h  of C h r i s t  
were k e p t  i n  t h e  underworld .  The p i o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  e v i l  had t o  l i v e  t h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  i n  t h e  same 
manner. Even t h e  p a t r i a r c h s  had n o t  e n t e r e d  g l o r y .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  f a l s e  t e a c h i n g  two d i f f e r e n t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  d e s c e n t  developed i n  t h e  E a r l y  
Church. "According t o  one,  C h r i s t  was a c t i v e  d u r i n g  
t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  t h r e e  days  p reach ing  s a l v a t i o n  o r  e l s e  
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  bap t i sm t o  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  of  t h e  o l d  
Covenant; accord ing  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  He performed a  
t r iumphant  a c t  of l i b e r a t i o n  on t h e i r  b e h a l f .  The 
former  found r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  a u t h o r  of t h e  
Gospel of P e t e r ,  S t .  J u s t i n ,  S t .  I r e n a e u s ,  and 
Origen."  (J.N.D. K e l l y ,  E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  Creeds ,  
pp. 380-381.) The main d i f f i c u l t y  f a c i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
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y needed t o  be  c o n v e r t e d ,  s i n c e  t h e y  had 
een  C h r i s t ' s  coming. Also  i t  was c o n t r a r y  
e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  t h e  e v i l  have a  second 
t u n i t y  f o r  r e p e n t a n c e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  wor ld .  

t h e  second view became e s t a b l i s h e d  d o c t r i n e  
n  t h e  West. C h r i s t  descended i n t o  h e l l  t o  d e f e a t  

S a t a n  and d e l i v e r  t h e  Old Testament  s a i n t s .  How- 
e v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  Anc ien t  Church and 
Illedieval Church t h e r e w e r e a l w a y s  a few, e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t h e  E a s t ,  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  s imply  
meant t h a t  J e s u s  was b u r i e d .  

S t ,  Augus t ine  e s p e c i a l l y  opposed t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  u n b e l i e v e r s  have  a n o t h e r  chance t o  be  saved 
i n  t h e  a f t e r l i f e .  From t h e  t i m e  of  S t .  Augus t ine ,  
d o c t r i n e  of t h e  d e s c e n t  was n o t  m a t e r i a l l y  a l t e r e d  
u n t i l  t h e  dawn of t h e  Reformat ion .  What d i d  deve lop  
was a  t r e n d  toward g r e a t e r  d e p a r t m e n t a l i z a t i o n  i n  
t h e  a f t e r l i f e .  It  was d i v i d e d  t h u s :  I )  Limbus 
patrum,which was t h e  abode of t h e  Old Testament  
b e l i e v e r s  who were  r e l e a s e d  by J e s u s '  d e s c e n t  i n t o  
h e l l ,  2) Limbus infanturn,  t h e  abode of i n f a n t s  
who d i e d  w i t h o u t  bap t i sm.  3 )  Purga to r ium,  where 
t h e  b e l i e v e r s  a w a i t e d  f i n a l  and complete  c l e a n s i n g .  
(G, S t r u c k ,  " C h r i s t  ' s Descen t  i n t o   ell," Wiscons in  
L u t h e r a n  Q u a r t e r l y ,  Vol ,  57,  p.  186 . )  The b a s i c  
e r r o r  of  t h e  Anc ien t  and Medieval  Church r e g a r d i n g  
t h i s  d o c t r i n e  was t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
t h e  s o u l  of  t h e  b e l i e v e r  b o t h  i n  t h e  Old and New 
Testament went d i r e c t l y  t o  be  w i t h  t h e  Lord i n  
heaven a s  J e s u s '  words t o  t h e  t h i e f  on t h e  c r o s s  
show, " ~ o d a y  you s h a l l  be  w i t h  Me i n  P a r a d i s e . "  
(Luke 23:43, E c c l .  12:  7, NASB) 

SJi th  t h e  Reformat ion  t h e r e  was a renewed s t u d y  
of t h i s  d o c t r i n e .  C a l v i n ,  t h e  c h i e f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of  Reformed t h e o l o g y ,  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  
h e l l  was mere ly  symbol ic  l anguage  maning t h a t  C h r i s t  
endured t h e  s u f f e r i n g  of h e l l  on t h e  c r o s s .  Speak- 
ing  of  t h i s  p h r a s e  i n  t h e  Creed h e  w r i t e s ,  " A f t e r  
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e x p l a i n i n g  what C h r i s t  endured i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  man, 
t h e  Creed a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a d d s  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  and 
incomprehens ib le  judgment which H e  endured b e f o r e  
God, t o  t e a c h  u s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  was t h e  body o f  
C h r i s t  g i v e n  up a s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  redempt ion,  b u t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t e r  and more e x c e l l e n t  p r i c e  - 
t h a t  H e  b o r e  i n  H i s  s o u l  t h e  t o r t u r e s  of condemned 
and r u i n e d  man." (J. C a l v i n ,  ~ a l v i n ' s  I n s t i t u t e s ,  
Vol. 11, Chapter  16 ,  p a r .  1 0 . )  T h i s  v iew of C a l v i n  
f i n d s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  H e i d e l b e r g  Catechism, t h e  
b a s i c  t e a c h i n g  manual of t h e  German Reformed Church. 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, one of  t h e  composers of t h i s  
Catechism was Z a c h a r i a s  U r s i n u s ,  a  s t u d e n t  o f  
Melanchthon.  Q u e s t i o n  f o r t y - f o u r  o f  t h e  Catechism 
a s k s ,  "Why i s  t h e r e  added: 'He descended i n t o  
h e l l .  '" I t  i s  answered,   e hat i n  my s e v e r e s t  t r i b -  
u l a t i o n s  I may be  a s s u r e d  t h a t  C h r i s t  my Lord h a s  
redeemed m e  from h e l l i s h  a n x i e t i e s  and torment  by 
t h e  unspeakab le  angu i sh ,  p a i n s ,  and t e r r o r s  which 
He s u f f e r e d  i n  H i s  s o u l  b o t h  on t h e  c r o s s  and 
b e f o r e .  " 

T h i s  f i g u r a t i v e  view of t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  h e l l  
h a s  no f o u n d a t i o n  i n  t h e  Creed o r  t h e  S c r i p t u r e .  
C h r i s t  indeed endured t h e  p a i n  o f  h e l l  on t h e  c r o s s ,  
b u t  t h i s  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  d e s c e n t .  
I P e t e r  3:19 speaks  o f  a r e a l  go ing  t o  t h e  s p i r i t s  
i n  p r i s o n  j u s t  a s  v e r s e  twenty-one speaks  of  a r e a l  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  and v e r s e  twenty-two s p e a k s  of  a  r e a l  
a s c e n s i o n .  One of t h e s e  canno t  be  t a k e n  f i g u r a -  
t i v e l y  w i t h o u t  implying t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  two a r e  a l s o  
f i g u r a t i v e .  

The Reformat ion c e n t e r e d  i n  W i t t e n b e r g  was 
a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  
h e l l .  Y e t  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n f u s i o n  abou t  what L u t h e r  
a c t u a l l y  t a u g h t  concern ing  t h i s  d o c t r i n e .  For 
example, L u t h a r d t ,  a  member of  t h e  Er langen  s c h o o l ,  
impl ied  t h a t  L u t h e r  c o n t i n u a l l y  f l u c t u a t e d  i n  h i s  
t e a c h i n g  concern ing  t h e  d e s c e n t .  T h i s ,  however, 
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y needed t o  be  c o n v e r t e d ,  s i n c e  t h e y  had 
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e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  t h e  e v i l  have a  second 
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e v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  Anc ien t  Church and 
Illedieval Church t h e r e w e r e a l w a y s  a few, e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t h e  E a s t ,  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  s imply  
meant t h a t  J e s u s  was b u r i e d .  

S t ,  Augus t ine  e s p e c i a l l y  opposed t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  u n b e l i e v e r s  have  a n o t h e r  chance t o  be  saved 
i n  t h e  a f t e r l i f e .  From t h e  t i m e  of  S t .  Augus t ine ,  
d o c t r i n e  of t h e  d e s c e n t  was n o t  m a t e r i a l l y  a l t e r e d  
u n t i l  t h e  dawn of t h e  Reformat ion .  What d i d  deve lop  
was a  t r e n d  toward g r e a t e r  d e p a r t m e n t a l i z a t i o n  i n  
t h e  a f t e r l i f e .  It  was d i v i d e d  t h u s :  I )  Limbus 
patrum,which was t h e  abode of t h e  Old Testament  
b e l i e v e r s  who were  r e l e a s e d  by J e s u s '  d e s c e n t  i n t o  
h e l l ,  2) Limbus infanturn,  t h e  abode of i n f a n t s  
who d i e d  w i t h o u t  bap t i sm.  3 )  Purga to r ium,  where 
t h e  b e l i e v e r s  a w a i t e d  f i n a l  and complete  c l e a n s i n g .  
(G, S t r u c k ,  " C h r i s t  ' s Descen t  i n t o   ell," Wiscons in  
L u t h e r a n  Q u a r t e r l y ,  Vol ,  57,  p.  186 . )  The b a s i c  
e r r o r  of  t h e  Anc ien t  and Medieval  Church r e g a r d i n g  
t h i s  d o c t r i n e  was t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
t h e  s o u l  of  t h e  b e l i e v e r  b o t h  i n  t h e  Old and New 
Testament went d i r e c t l y  t o  be  w i t h  t h e  Lord i n  
heaven a s  J e s u s '  words t o  t h e  t h i e f  on t h e  c r o s s  
show, " ~ o d a y  you s h a l l  be  w i t h  Me i n  P a r a d i s e . "  
(Luke 23:43, E c c l .  12:  7, NASB) 

SJi th  t h e  Reformat ion  t h e r e  was a renewed s t u d y  
of t h i s  d o c t r i n e .  C a l v i n ,  t h e  c h i e f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of  Reformed t h e o l o g y ,  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  
h e l l  was mere ly  symbol ic  l anguage  maning t h a t  C h r i s t  
endured t h e  s u f f e r i n g  of h e l l  on t h e  c r o s s .  Speak- 
ing  of  t h i s  p h r a s e  i n  t h e  Creed h e  w r i t e s ,  " A f t e r  
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e x p l a i n i n g  what C h r i s t  endured i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  man, 
t h e  Creed a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a d d s  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  and 
incomprehens ib le  judgment which H e  endured b e f o r e  
God, t o  t e a c h  u s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  was t h e  body o f  
C h r i s t  g i v e n  up a s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  redempt ion,  b u t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t e r  and more e x c e l l e n t  p r i c e  - 
t h a t  H e  b o r e  i n  H i s  s o u l  t h e  t o r t u r e s  of condemned 
and r u i n e d  man." (J. C a l v i n ,  ~ a l v i n ' s  I n s t i t u t e s ,  
Vol. 11, Chapter  16 ,  p a r .  1 0 . )  T h i s  v iew of C a l v i n  
f i n d s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  H e i d e l b e r g  Catechism, t h e  
b a s i c  t e a c h i n g  manual of t h e  German Reformed Church. 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, one of  t h e  composers of t h i s  
Catechism was Z a c h a r i a s  U r s i n u s ,  a  s t u d e n t  o f  
Melanchthon.  Q u e s t i o n  f o r t y - f o u r  o f  t h e  Catechism 
a s k s ,  "Why i s  t h e r e  added: 'He descended i n t o  
h e l l .  '" I t  i s  answered,   e hat i n  my s e v e r e s t  t r i b -  
u l a t i o n s  I may be  a s s u r e d  t h a t  C h r i s t  my Lord h a s  
redeemed m e  from h e l l i s h  a n x i e t i e s  and torment  by 
t h e  unspeakab le  angu i sh ,  p a i n s ,  and t e r r o r s  which 
He s u f f e r e d  i n  H i s  s o u l  b o t h  on t h e  c r o s s  and 
b e f o r e .  " 

T h i s  f i g u r a t i v e  view of t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  h e l l  
h a s  no f o u n d a t i o n  i n  t h e  Creed o r  t h e  S c r i p t u r e .  
C h r i s t  indeed endured t h e  p a i n  o f  h e l l  on t h e  c r o s s ,  
b u t  t h i s  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  d e s c e n t .  
I P e t e r  3:19 speaks  o f  a r e a l  go ing  t o  t h e  s p i r i t s  
i n  p r i s o n  j u s t  a s  v e r s e  twenty-one speaks  of  a r e a l  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  and v e r s e  twenty-two s p e a k s  of  a  r e a l  
a s c e n s i o n .  One of t h e s e  canno t  be  t a k e n  f i g u r a -  
t i v e l y  w i t h o u t  implying t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  two a r e  a l s o  
f i g u r a t i v e .  

The Reformat ion c e n t e r e d  i n  W i t t e n b e r g  was 
a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  
h e l l .  Y e t  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n f u s i o n  abou t  what L u t h e r  
a c t u a l l y  t a u g h t  concern ing  t h i s  d o c t r i n e .  For 
example, L u t h a r d t ,  a  member of  t h e  Er langen  s c h o o l ,  
impl ied  t h a t  L u t h e r  c o n t i n u a l l y  f l u c t u a t e d  i n  h i s  
t e a c h i n g  concern ing  t h e  d e s c e n t .  T h i s ,  however, 



cannot  be proven from t h e  f a c t s .  R a t h e r ,  we s e e  

a  change i n  L u t h e r ' s  view from h i s  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  
t o  t h a t  of h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s .  T h i s  same p r o g r e s s i o n  

can  be  s e e n  i n  many of h i s  o t h e r  t e a c h i n g s .  He 

d i d  n o t  come t o  a  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of every  doc- 
t r i n e  o v e r  n i g h t .  I t  took  t ime t o  grow i n  t h e  
knowledge of t h e  S c r i p t u r e .  

The young L u t h e r  saw t h e  d e s c e n t  a s  p a r t  of 
J e s u s '  s u f f e r i n g .  I n  "A Sermon on P r e p a r i n g  t o  
Die1' ("Sermon von B e r e i t u n g  zum Ste rven")  i n  1519, 
L u t h e r  w r i t e s ,  "SO t h e n ,  gaze  a t  t h e  heaven ly  p i c -  
t u r e  of C h r i s t ,  who descended i n t o  h e l l  f o r  your  
s a k e  and was f o r s a k e n  by God a s  one e t e r n a l l y  
damned when h e  spoke t h e  words on t h e  c r o s s ,  ' E l i ,  

E l i ,  lama s a b a c h t h a n i !  - My God, my God, why h a s t  
thou  f o r s a k e n  me?' I n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  your h e l l  i s  
d e f e a t e d  and your u n c e r t a i n  e l e c t i o n  i s  made sure . ' '  
(LW 42, 105.  S t .  L. X,  1991-1992. Also s e e  

W .  E l e r t ,  The S t r u c t u r e  of Lutheranism,  p.  249.)  
L u t h e r  i s  h e r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  h e l l  
i s  C h r i s t  endur ing  t h e  punishment of h e l l  i n  o u r  
p l a c e .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  whether  L u t h e r  a t  
t h i s  t ime  b e l i e v e d  i n  a  l i t e r a l  d e s c e n t  i n t o  h e l l .  
T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  could  c e r t a i n l y  be  unders tood  a s  
s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  i s  C h r i s t  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  
p a i n s  of h e l l  on t h e  c r o s s .  From L u t h e r ' s  s t a t e -  
ments l i k e  t h i s  one,  Aepinus l a t e r  developed t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  i s  p a r t  of J e s u s '  h u m i l i a t i o n .  

I n  b o t h  of L u t h e r ' s  commentaries on I P e t e r ,  
h e  s e e s  no connec t ion  between I P e t e r  3:19-20 
and t h e  L o r d ' s  d e s c e n t  i n t o  h e l l ,  (The f i r s t  com- 
mentary  on I P e t e r  3 ~ 1 9 - 2 0 ,  w r i t t e n  i n  1523, i s  
found i n  LW 30, 112-114, S t .  L. I X ,  1077-1080. The 
second commentary on I P e t e r  3:19-20, w r i t t e n  i n  
1539, i s  found o n l y  i n  S t .  L. IX, 1243-1246.) He 
s a y s  t h a t  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  and o b s c u r e .  
I f  someone chooses  t o  h o l d  t h a t  a f t e r  C h r i s t ' s  
d e a t h  on t h e  c r o s s ,  He descended t o  t h e  s o u l s  and 

preached,  h e  (Lu ther )  would n o t  s t a n d  i n  h i s  way. 
L u t h e r  h i m s e l f ,  however, would r a t h e r  ho ld  t h a t  
t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  r e f e r  t o  C h r i s t  p reach ing  through 
t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  p u b l i c  m i n i s t r y  a f t e r  H i s  ascen-  
s i o n .  J e s u s  i s  proc la iming  even now through t h e  
p r e a c h i n g  of t h e  g o s p e l  t o  t h e  s o u l s  dead i n  t r e s -  
p a s s s e s  and s i n s .  T h i s  view obvious ly  does  n o t  
t a k e  I P e t e r  3:19-20 a s  a  l i t e r a l  going down t o  
h e l l .  Yet t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  way I P e t e r  3:19-20 
can  p r o p e r l y  be  unders tood .  

I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s  t o  L u t h e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t a t e -  
ments i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s  where h e  makes t h e  connec t ion  
between t h e  I P e t e r  p a s s a g e  and t h e  d e s c e n t .  
V e i t  D i e t r i c h ,  i n  h i s  1545 e d i t i o n  of ~ u t h e r ' s  
commentary on Hosea, h a s  him say ,  "1t a p p e a r s  t h a t  
P e t e r  e x p l a i n s  t h i s  d e s c e n t  when he  s a y s  i n  I P e t e r  
3: 1 8  f  f  . t h a t  C h r i s t  d i e d  f o r  o u r  s i n s ,  t h e  r i g h t -  
eous  f o r  t h e  u n r i g h t e o u s ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  h e  would 
b r i n g  u s  t o  God. He was, indeed,  p u t  t o  d e a t h  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f l e s h  b u t  made a l i v e  accord ing  t o  
t h e  s p i r i t .  I n  t h e  same, He i n  s p i r i t ,  came and 
preached t o  t h o s e  who were i n  p r i s o n ,  who were 
once u n b e l i e v i n g  when one w a i t e d  on t h e  p a t i e n c e  
of God a t  t h e  t ime of Noah, w h i l e  t h e  a r k  was be ing  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  Here P e t e r  c l e a r l y  s a y s  t h a t  C h r i s t  
appeared  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  dead f a t h e r s  and p a t r i -  
a r c h e s ,  some of  whom C h r i s t ,  a s  he  a r o s e ,  no doubt 
r a i s e d  w i t h  Himself t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e ;  b u t  t h a t  He 
a l s o  preached t o  some who a t  t h e  t ime  of Noah d i d  
n o t  b e l i e v e  and w a i t e d  on t h e  p a t i e n c e  of God, 
t h a t  i s ,  who hoped God would n o t  d e a l  s o  h a r s h l y  
w i t h  a l l  f l e s h .  He ( C h r i s t )  d i d  t h i s  p reach ing  i n  
o r d e r  t h a t  they  might know t h a t  t h e i r  s i n s  were 
f o r g i v e n  through t h e  s a c r i f i c e  of  C h r i s t . "  
( S t .  L. V I ,  1224.)  

T h i s  q u o t e  shows t h a t  Lu ther  e v e n t u a l l y  saw 
t h e  connec t ion  between t h e  I P e t e r  passage  and t h e  
d e s c e n t .  Concerning t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h i s  q u o t e ,  



cannot  be proven from t h e  f a c t s .  R a t h e r ,  we s e e  
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t u r e  of C h r i s t ,  who descended i n t o  h e l l  f o r  your  
s a k e  and was f o r s a k e n  by God a s  one e t e r n a l l y  
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t h a t  i s ,  who hoped God would n o t  d e a l  s o  h a r s h l y  
w i t h  a l l  f l e s h .  He ( C h r i s t )  d i d  t h i s  p reach ing  i n  
o r d e r  t h a t  they  might know t h a t  t h e i r  s i n s  were 
f o r g i v e n  through t h e  s a c r i f i c e  of  C h r i s t . "  
( S t .  L. V I ,  1224.)  

T h i s  q u o t e  shows t h a t  Lu ther  e v e n t u a l l y  saw 
t h e  connec t ion  between t h e  I P e t e r  passage  and t h e  
d e s c e n t .  Concerning t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h i s  q u o t e ,  



however, t h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  amount of confus ion .  
There  a r e  some who s e e  i n  t h i s  s t a t m e n t  a  r e v e r t i n g  
t o  Medieval theo logy .  L u t h e r  i s  supposed t o  b e  say- 
i n g  t h a t  J e s u s  descended t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  Old T e s t a -  
ment s a i n t s  from l imbus patrum and t h a t  He gave 
t h e  u n b e l i e v i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  f l o o d  a n o t h e r  chance t o  
be saved.  Yet t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  can j u s t  a s  e a s i l y  
be unders tood  a s  J e s u s  t a k i n g  b o d i l y  t o  heaven 
t h o s e  who became a l i v e  a t  H i s  d e a t h .  N o t i c e  n o t  
a l l  a r e  r a i s e d ,  on ly  some. Also t h e  s o u l  i s  n o t  
mentioned i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  b u t  t h e  terminology 
i m p l i e s  a  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  body. (zum ewigen 
Leben erweckte)  J e s u s  then ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L u t h e r ,  
d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  s o u l s  of t h e  Old Testament s a i n t s  
t o  heaven, b u t  some Old Testament b e l i e v e r s  who 
were a l r e a d y  i n  heaven were u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  
b o d i e s  and r a i s e d  t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  H i s  a p p e a r i n g  
t o  a l l  t h e  s a i n t s  took  p l a c e  i n  g l o r y .  

I n  t h e  same way, t o  imply t h a t  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  
of t h i s  q u o t e  i s  t e a c h i n g  a n o t h e r  chance of  s a l v a -  
t i o n  f o r  t h e  u n b e l i e v i n g  a t  Noah's t ime  seems t o  
be r e a d i n g  more i n t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  t h a n  L u t h e r  s a y s .  
I t  i s  s imply s t a t e d  t h a t  J e s u s  procla imed t o  t h e  
damned t h a t  t h e i r  s i n s  were f o r g i v e n  through H i s  
s a c r i f i c e .  It does  n o t  s a y  t h a t  they  were saved.  
R a t h e r ,  J e s u s  shows them t h e  u t t e r  s t u p i d i t y  of 
t h e i r  u n b e l i e f .  Now He had won s a l v a t i o n  f o r  them 
bu t  i t  would do them no good. 

The t e a c h i n g  of t h e  mature  L u t h e r  concern ing  
t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  h e l l  c e n t e r s  i n  h i s  Torgau Sermon 
of 1533. ("Eine P r e d i g t  Gber den zwei ten  A r t i k e l  
d e s  c h r i s t l i c h e n  Glaubens von J e s u  C h r i s t i , "  
S t .  L. X,  1088-1139.) Here h e  s t a t e s  h i s  b e l i e f s  
abou t  t h i s  a r t i c l e  of f a i t h  which remained h i s  
c o n f e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of h i s  l i f e .  It  i s  t h i s  
sermon t h a t  A r t i c l e  I X  of t h e  Formula of Concord 

e s  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  c o n t r o v e r y  t h a t  l a t e r  developed 
g  Lu therans .  L u t h e r  s a y s ,  "I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  
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Lord C h r i s t ,  God's Son, dead,  b u r i e d ,  and descended 
t o  h e l l ,  t h a t  is ,  i n  t h e  whole pe rson ,  God and man, 
w i t h  body and s o u l ,  und iv ided ,  born from t h e  V i r g i n  
Mary, s u f f e r e d ,  d i e d ,  and b u r i e d .  Thus I shou ld  
n o t  d i v i d e  h e r e  e i t h e r ,  b u t  b e l i e v e  and s a y  t h a t  
t h e  same C h r i s t ,  God and man i n  one person ,  de- 
scended t o  h e l l .  He d i d  n o t ,  however, remain t h e r e  
a s  Psalm 16:10 s a y s  of  H i m ,  'You w i l l  n o t  l e a v e  my 
s o u l  i n  h e l l ,  nor  l e t  i t  happen t h a t  Your Holy One 
s e e s  c o r r u p t i o n . '  He does  n o t  mean by t h e  s o u l ,  
accord ing  t o  t h e  language of t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  a s  we 
do, a be ing  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  body; b u t  t h e  e n t i r e  
man, a s  He c a l l s  Himself t h e  Holy One of God. How 
t h i s  may have happened t h a t  t h e  man l i e s  t h e r e  i n  
t h e  g r a v e  and s t i l l  descends  i n t o  h e l l ;  t h a t  h e  
shou ld  and must l e a v e  unfathomed and unexplained."  
( S t .  L .  X, 1128-1129.) L u t h e r  c o n f e s s e s  t h a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  p e r s o n  of C h r i s t  descended i n t o  h e l l  and 
n o t  j u s t  p a r t  of H i m ,  b u t  how t h a t  o c c u r r e d  h e  
l e a v e s  a s  a  mystery .  The f i n a l  s e n t e n c e  of t h i s  
q u o t e  could  be  unders tood  a s  s a y i n g  J e s u s  descended 
i n t o  h e l l  w h i l e  H i s  body remained i n  t h e  tomb, b u t  
e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  q u o t e  L u t h e r  s a y s  t h a t  J e s u s  de- 
scended w i t h  bo th  s o u l  and body. 

L u t h e r ,  l i k e w i s e ,  c l e a r l y  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  purpose  
of t h e  d e s c e n t .  "The s i m p l e s t  manner of speak ing  
of t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  words and remain 
w i t h  t h i s  c h i e f  p a r t ,  t h a t  f o r  u s  h e l l  was t o r n  t o  
p i e c e s  through C h r i s t ,  and t h e  kingdom and t h e  
power of t h e  d e v i l  comple te ly  d e s t r o y e d ;  f o r  which 
purpose  He d i e d ,  was b u r i e d ,  and descended,  t h a t  
i t  shou ld  no more harm u s  o r  overcome u s  a s  He H i m -  
s e l f  s a y s  i n  Matthew 16:18.  For even though h e l l  
i n  i t s e l f  r emains  h e l l  and h o l d s  t h e  u n b e l i e v i n g  
p r i s o n e r s ,  a s  does  d e a t h ,  s i n ,  and a l l  mise ry ,  so  
t h a t  t h e y  must remain t h e r e i n  and p e r i s h ,  and we 
o u r s e l v e s ,  a l s o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f l e s h  and t h e  
o u t e r  man f e a r  and a r e  h a r d  p r e s s e d  s o  t h a t  we must 
f i g h t  and b i t e  such t h i n g s ;  s t i l l  i n  f a i t h  and t h e  
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p i e c e s  through C h r i s t ,  and t h e  kingdom and t h e  
power of t h e  d e v i l  comple te ly  d e s t r o y e d ;  f o r  which 
purpose  He d i e d ,  was b u r i e d ,  and descended,  t h a t  
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f i g h t  and b i t e  such t h i n g s ;  s t i l l  i n  f a i t h  and t h e  



S p i r i t  a r e  a l l  such t h i n g s  d e s t r o y e d  and t o r n  up, 
t h a t  they can no more harm u s .  ( S t .  L. X ,  1130.)  

According t o  Lu ther ,  J e s u s  descended i n t o  h e l l  t o  
p roc la im t h a t  complete  v i c t o r y  o v e r  t h e  f o r c e s  of 
h e l l .  Here i s  t h e  comfor t ing  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  C h r i s t  
t o r e  h e l l  a p a r t  f o r  u s .  We a r e  f r e e  from t h e  t e r -  

r i b l e  g r a s p  of t h e  Old E v i l  Foe who now means 
dead ly  woe. 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  L u t h e r  d i e d  c o n t r o v e r s y  con- 
c e r n i n g  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  b roke  o u t  i n  t h e  c i t y  of 
Hamburg. It  c e n t e r e d  i n  Johann Aepinus who was 
born i n  Z i e s a r ,  Brandenburg and educa ted  i n  Wit ten-  
b e r g .  I n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  super in -  
t e n d e n t  a t  Hamburg, h e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  view t h a t  
C h r i s t  completed H i s  s u f f e r i n g  f o r  mankind by bear -  
i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t o  which s i n n e r s  a r e  condemned, 
when h e  descended i n t o  h e l l  and s u f f e r e d  i n  agony, 
For Aepinus t h e  d e s c e n t  was p a r t  of C h r i s t ' s  
h u m i l i a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e x a l t a t i o n .  He be- 
l i e v e d  t h a t  J e s u s  descended t o  s u f f e r  f o r  s i n .  
The argument a g a i n s t  h i s  view was t h a t  i t  c o n f l i c t e d  
w i t h  C h r i s t ' s  words from t h e  c r o s s ,  "1t i s  f i n i s h e d . "  
The work of s a l v a t i o n  was completed on t h e  c r o s s ,  
t h e r e f o r e  no more s u f f e r i n g  f o r  s i n  was r e q u i r e d .  
The c i t y  c o u n c i l  asked t h e  a d v i c e  of c e r t a i n  n o r t h e r n  
German t h e o l o g i a n s  concern ing  t h i s  m a t t e r  and when 
s t i l l  no agreement could  be reached ,  they  c a l l e d  on 
t h e  opposing p a r t i e s  t o  d e s i s t  from p u b l i c  con t ro -  
v e r s y .  The c o n t r o v e r s y  was suppressed  i n  Hamburg, 
when Aepinus d i e d  i n  1553. 

The c o n t r o v e r s y  a l s o  c a r r i e d  over  t o  o t h e r  
p a r t s  of Germany. I n  Pomerania i t  c e n t e r e d  i n  
J a c o b  T h i e l e .  "A synod h e l d  on J u l y  11, 1554, a t  
Gre i f swald  made i t  a  p o i n t  e x p r e s s l y  t o  deny t h a t  
t h e  d e s c e n t  of C h r i s t  involved any s u f f e r i n g  of  H i s  
s o u l ,  o r  t h a t  i t  was of an  e x p i a t o r y  n a t u r e ,  o r  t h a t  
i t  was i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  H i s  b u r i a l . "  (F. Bente,  
H i s t o r i c a l  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  Symbol ical  Books 

of  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lu theran  Church, pp. 194-195.) 
I n  s o u t h e r n  Germany, Pars imonius ,  t h e  cour t -p reacher  
i n  S t u t t g a r t ,  den ied  t h a t  h e l l  was a  d e f i n i t e  phys- 
i c a l  l o c a l i t y  and t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  invo lved  a  l o c a l  
mot ion of t h e  body. He was opposed by John Matz- 
p e r g e r  of Augsburg. 

With t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Lu theran  Church, 
i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  
i n  t h e  Formula of Concord. A r t i c l e  IX of t h e  Form- 
u l a ,  which speaks  of t h e  d e s c e n t ,  s imply  r e i t e r a t e s  
what L u t h e r  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  Torgau Sermon of 1533. 
The f a t h e r s  c o n f e s s ,  "We s imply b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  pe rson ,  God and man, a f t e r  t h e  b u r i a l  de- 
scended i n t o  h e l l ,  conquered t h e  d e v i l ,  d e s t r o y e d  
t h e  power of h e l l ,  and took  from t h e  d e v i l  a l l  h i s  
might .  We shou ld  n o t ,  however, t r o u b l e  o u r s e l v e s  
w i t h  h i g h  and a c u t e  t h o u g h t s  a s  t o  how t h i s  
o c c u r r e d ;  f o r  w i t h  o u r  r e a s o n  and o u r  f i v e  s e n s e s  
t h i s  a r t i c l e  c a n  b e  comprehended a s  l i t t l e  a s  t h e  
p reced ing  one, how C h r i s t  i s  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  r i g h t  
hand of t h e  a lmigh ty  power and m a j e s t y  of God; 
b u t  we a r e  s imply t o  b e l i e v e  i t  and a d h e r e  t o  t h e  
Word i n  such m y s t e r i e s  of f a i t h . "  (FC SD I X ,  2-3.) 

The Epitome of t h e  Formula r a i s e s  a  s e r i e s  of 
q u e s t i o n s ,  "When and i n  what manner t h e  Lord C h r i s t ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  s imple  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  descended 
t o  h e l l ;  whether  t h i s  was done b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  H i s  
d e a t h ;  a l s o  whether  i t  o c c u r r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
s o u l  a l o n e ,  o r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i n i t y  a l o n e ,  o r  
w i t h  t h e  body and s o u l ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  o r  b o d i l y ;  
a l s o ,  whether  t h i s  a r t i c l e  be longs  t o  t h e  p a s s i o n  
o r  t h e  g l o r i o u s  v i c t o r y  and t r iumph of C h r i s t . "  
(FC Ep  I X ,  1 . )  The purpose  f o r  f o r m u l a t i n g  t h e s e  
q u e s t i o n s  was n o t  a  c a u t i o n  a g a i n s t  engaging i n  
unnecessa ry  d i s p u t a t i o n  concern ing  such m a t t e r s ,  
b u t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  s t a t u s  c o n t r o v e r s i e s .  These 
q u e s t i o n s  t h e  w r i t e r s  of t h e  Formula hopes  t o  
answer i n  a  God-pleasing manner. 



S p i r i t  a r e  a l l  such t h i n g s  d e s t r o y e d  and t o r n  up, 
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They d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  C h r i s t ,  God and 
man, a f t e r  t h e  b u r i a l  descended i n t o  h e l l .  Here 
t h e y  e x p l a i n  when and i n  what manner J e s u s  descended.  
It  was t h e  e n t i r e  C h r i s t ,  humanity and d i v i n i t y ,  
s o u l  and body. Not j u s t  a  p a r t  of C h r i s t  descended.  
S ince  i t  was t h e  t o t a l  C h r i s t  who was a c t i v e ,  t h e  

d e s c e n t  had t o  have o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h e  v i v i c a t i o n .  
The a u t h o r s  of t h e  Formula show t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  
i s  p a r t  of J e s u s '  e x a l t a t i o n  and n o t  t h e  p a s s i o n  
when they  s t a t e ,  "we know t h a t  C h r i s t  descended i n t o  
h e l l ,  d e s t r o y e d  h e l l  f o r  a l l  b e l i e v e r s ,  and d e l i v -  
e r e d  them from t h e  power of d e a t h  and t h e  d e v i l ,  
from e t e r n a l  condemnation and t h e  jaws of h e l l . "  
(FC Ep I X ,  4 . )  F i n a l l y  t h e  Formula shows, t h a t  
t h i s  d o c t r i n e  i s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  h a i r - s p l i t t i n g  of 
i v o r y  tower t h e o l o g i a n s ,  f o r  i t  g i v e s  u s  t h e  comfor t  
t h a t  h e l l  and S a t a n  can  no l o n g e r  t a k e  u s  c a p t i v e  
o r  harm u s ,  (FC SD IX 3.)  

D r .  Rober t  Kolb, i n  A Contemporary Look a t  t h e  
Formula of Concord, i m p l i e s  t h i s .  L u t h e r  i s  t o  have 
t a u g h t  t h a t  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  d e s c e n t  s u f f e r e d  h e l l  f o r  
s i n n e r s  and t h a t  He tr iumphed th rough  H i s  s u f f e r i n g  
f o r  them. Melanchthon, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, s t r e s s e d  
on ly  one p a r t  of L u t h e r ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and exc luded  
t h e  o t h e r .  He saw t h e  d e s c e n t  o n l y  a s  a  t r iumphant  
v i c t o r y  march and s e p a r a t e d  J e s u s '  v i c t o r y  from any 
thought  of s u f f e r i n g .  It was t h i s  v iew of Melanch- 
thon t h a t  found i t s  way i n  t h e  Formula. (R.  P r e u s  
and W. Rosin,  A Contemporary Look a t  t h e  Formula of 
Concord, pp. 56-57.) On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  Torgau 
Sermon, where t h e  mature  L u t h e r  p r e s e n t s  h i s  doc- 

t h e  d e s c e n t ,  t h e r e  seems no r e a s o n  
between L u t h e r  and Melanchthon 
. I n  t h e  Torgau Sermon, L u t h e r  
n  between t h e  d e s c e n t  and C h r i s t ' s  
eaks  of i t  a s  a  v i c t o r y  march l i k e  

t i c l e  of f a i t h  i s  s t i l l  b e i n g  

- 2 4  - 

a t t a c k e d .  There  i s  t h e  view of  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i k e  
T h i e l i c k e  who b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n t  i m p l i e s  
a  p r e a c h i n g  of t h e  g o s p e l  t o  t h o s e  i n  t h e  rea lm 
of t h e  dead.  But f a r  more dangerous  is  t h e  r a t i o n -  
a l i s t i c  Reformed view l u r k i n g  behind t h e  ambiguous 
p h r a s e ,  " ~ e  descended t o  t h e  dead." Using t h i s  
p h r a s e  n o t h i n g  i s  s t a t e d  abou t  t h e  l i b e r a l  going 
t o  t h e  p l a c e  of t h e  damned. R a t h e r  i t  merely  
speaks  of J e s u s '  c o n d i t i o n  a f t e r  H i s  d e a t h ,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  He d i e d .  Such a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  q u i t e  
a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h o s e  who have a l r e a d y  r e j e c t e d  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  of h e l l  o r  a t  l e a s t  have a  h a r d  t i m e  swal- 
lowing i t .  Yet ,  n o t  o n l y  does  t h i s  v iew make t h e  
Creed redundant ,  f o r  t h e n  He d i e d  means t h e  same 
a s  t h e  d e s c e n t ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  t o t a l l y  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  e x e g e s i s  of I P e t e r  3:18-20. 

111. The Importance and Comfort o f  this  Doctrine 

T h i s  d o c t r i n e  t a u g h t  i n  Holy S c r i p t u r e  and 
confessed  by t h e  Church i s  indeed  a n  impor tan t  and 
comfor t ing  d o c t r i n e  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n .  One t h i n k s  
of t h e  E a s t e r  Hymn: 

"Welcome, happy morning!" Age t o  a g e  s h a l l  s a y ;  
I I  H e l l  today i s  vanquished ,  Heaven i s  won today!" 

"Lo, t h e  Dead is  l i v i n g ,  God f o r e v e r  more!" 
H i m ,  t h e i r  t r u e  C r e a t o r ,  A l l  H i s  works adore .  

"Welcome, happy morning!" Age t o  a g e  s h a l l  s a y ;  
 ell today i s  vanquished ,  Heaven i s  won today!" 

(Lu theran  Hymnal 202) 

L u t h e r  s a y s ,  " ~ h r o u g h  C h r i s t  h e l l  h a s  been t o r n  i n  
p i e c e s  and t h e  D e v i l ' s  kingdom and power u t t e r l y  
d e s t r o y e d ,  f o r  which purpose  h e  d i e d ,  was b u r i e d ,  
and descended s o  t h a t  i t  shou ld  no l o n g e r  harm o r  
oversome us ."  ( S t .  L. X, 1130.)  

The d e s c e n t  a s s u r e s  u s  t h a t  o u r  redemption i s  
complete .  Not o n l y  d i d  J e s u s  c r u s h  t h e  power of 
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I I  H e l l  today i s  vanquished ,  Heaven i s  won today!" 

"Lo, t h e  Dead is  l i v i n g ,  God f o r e v e r  more!" 
H i m ,  t h e i r  t r u e  C r e a t o r ,  A l l  H i s  works adore .  

"Welcome, happy morning!" Age t o  a g e  s h a l l  s a y ;  
 ell today i s  vanquished ,  Heaven i s  won today!" 

(Lu theran  Hymnal 202) 

L u t h e r  s a y s ,  " ~ h r o u g h  C h r i s t  h e l l  h a s  been t o r n  i n  
p i e c e s  and t h e  D e v i l ' s  kingdom and power u t t e r l y  
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The d e s c e n t  a s s u r e s  u s  t h a t  o u r  redemption i s  
complete .  Not o n l y  d i d  J e s u s  c r u s h  t h e  power of 



Satan  on t h e  c r o s s ,  bu t  a s  t h e  Conquering One He 
even en t e r ed  h e l l ,  t h e  very  c a p i t a l  of t h e  E v i l  
One, showing t h a t  He was completely  v i c t o r i o u s .  
" ~ h r i s t  descends t o  h e l l  a s  V i c t o r ,  a s  t h e  Trium- 
phant One, i n  o rde r  a s  i t  were, t o  t a k e  i.nto H i s  
pos se s s ion  t h e  keys of h e l l  and dea th ,  t o  disarm 
the  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s ,  powers, and dominions, t o  make 
a  show of them openly,  and t o  o rgan i ze  a  t r iumphant  
p roces s ion  w i th  them a s  c a p t i v e s  (Col.  2 :15 . ) ,  t o  
t a k e  c a p t i v i t y  c a p t i v e  (Ps ,  68:18), t o  s e t  t h e  s e a l  
on man's redemption from h e l l  and h i s  s a l v a t i o n  
from dea th ,  t o  be a  poison f o r  dea th  and a  p lague  
f o r  h e l l  (Hos. 13 :14) ,  I n  s h o r t ,  t o  show Himself 
a s  V i c t o r  and Conqueror of dea th ,  Sa tan ,  and h e l l . "  
(G. Doehler,   h he Descent I n t o    ell" (The Spring-  
f i e l d e r ,  Vol,  39, p .  9 ) .  A s  t h e  a n c i e n t  g e n e r a l s  
would parade  through de fea t ed  c a p i t a l s  dragging 
t h e i r  enemies behind them i n  cha in s ,  so  t h e  V i c t o r  
Divine marched v i c t o r i o u s  through h e l l  having made 
a  p u b l i c  s p e c t a c l e  of H i s  enemies, tr iumphing over  
them by t h e  c r o s s .  Death,  h e l l ,  and Sa tan ,  He 
vanquished H i s  f o e s .  Now w e  know t h a t  t h e  power 
of Sa t an  i s  crushed and our  s a l v a t i o n  i s  c e r t a i n .  
Nothing f u r t h e r  i s  needed f o r  our  redemption. 

Th i s  does n o t  mean t h e  Devi l  i s  completely  
powerless  today.  He i s  s t i l l  a  f o r c e  t o  be reckoned 
wi th  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  l i f e .  The S c r i p t u r e  s t a t e s ,  
"your enemy, t h e  d e v i l ,  prowls around l i k e  a r o a r i n g  
l i o n  looking  f o r  someone t o  devour." (I P e t e r  5:8 
NIV) That wounded Lion s t i l l  walks today. But no 
longer  a r e  we d e f e n s e l e s s  b e f o r e  him. Because we 
have shared i n  J e s u s '  v i c t o r y  through baptism, we 
have t h e  God-given power t o  overcome t h e  Old E v i l  
Foe who madly s eeks  our  overthrow. A s  we s t r e n g t h e n  
our  bap t i smal  f a i t h  through a  r e g u l a r  u se  of Word and 
Sacrament, we a r e  a b l e  t o  resist t h e  t emp ta t i ons  of 
t h e  Dev i l ,  Sa t an  indeed r a g e s  and t h e  C h r i s t i a n  may 
f a l l  many t imes ,  bu t  a s  c e r t a i n l y  a s  C h r i s t  conquered 
h e l l  so  we may be c e r t a i n  t h a t  J e s u s  w i l l  g i v e  u s  
t h e  power t o  overcome through t h e  means of g race .  

Here t h e r e  i s  comfort  a l s o  f o r  our  l a s t  hour .  
A t  t h a t  t ime h e l l  w i l l  make t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  a t t a c k .  
It p l a c e s  b e f o r e  t h e  ~ h r i s t i a n ' s  eyes  t h e  mu l t i t ud  
of h i s  t e r r i b l e  s i n  so t h a t  he  w i l l  d e s p a i r  and be 
swallowed up f o r e v e r .  Yet a s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c l o s e s  
h i s  eyes  i n  dea th  he  h a s  con f iden t  hope, because 
J e s u s  i n  t h e  descen t  t o r e  h e l l  a p a r t  and crushed 
t h e  kingdom of darkness  s o  t h a t  i t  can no l onge r  
ho ld  u s .  "The v i c t o r y  and triumph of t h e  Lord 
C h r i s t  i n  h e l l  was t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  l a s t  words 
of E l e c t o r  Joachim II of Brandenburg i n  t h e  n igh t  
be fo re  h i s  dea th  i n  January  of 1571. The E l e c t o r  
spoke much concerning t h i s  m a t t e r .  I n  i t  he  found 
comfort  and joy i n  t h e  f a c e  of a l l  a t t a c k s  (Anfech 
ungen) and accusa t i ons  of t h e  consc ience ,"  
(K. ~ 8 s c h e 1 ,  Die Concordien Formel, p. 125) 

Th i s  comfort  and a s su rance  of t h e  E l e c t o r  is 
o f f e r e d  t o  every  C h r i s t i a n .  C h r i s t  descended i n t o  
h e l l  proclaiming h i s  redemptive v i c t o r y  which 
des t royed  S a t a n ' s  power over  u s .  He disarmed t h e  
powers and a u t h o r i t i e s  and made p u b l i c  s p e c t a c l e  
of them. By u n i t y  w i th  t h i s  g r e a t  V i c t o r ,  through 
Word and Sacraments,  t h e  Old E v i l  Foe can harm u s  
none i n  t h i s  l i f e  and a t  our  l a s t  hour t h e  da rk  
jaws of h e l l  w i l l  be  c lo sed ,  f o r  heaven i s  our  
Fa the r l and ,  heaven i s  our  home! 

-- Gaylin  Schmeling 
P a s t o r a l  Conference 
Tuesday, May 21 
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THE THEOLOGY OF  WORSHIP 

I n  t h e  Book of Concord 

A s e r i e s  of devo t iona l  r ead ings  i n  t h e  Lutheran 
Confessions became t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  paper .  
A s  t h e  Lakewood Lutheran Day School t e a c h e r s  read  
through t h e  Large Catechism, many r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
worship became appa ren t .  A s ea r ch  of t h e  Book of 
Concord r evea l ed  t h a t  over  one-half of a l l  r e f e r -  
ences  t o  worship were w r i t t e n  by Melanchthon i n  t h e  
Augsburg Confession and t h e  Apology. L u t h e r ' s  com- 
ments on worship a r e  mainly found i n  t h e  Large 
Catechism, wi th  a  few r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  Smalcald 
A r t i c l e s .  The Formula of Concord i s  l a r g e r ,  bu t  
i t  h a s  t h e  fewes t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  worship i n  t h e  
Confessions.  

C h r i s t i a n  worship i s  v i t a l l y  important  f o r  our  
a t t e n t i o n  s i n c e  worship i s  an e s s e n t i a l  exp re s s ion  
of our  f a i t h  and t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n .  Through 
worship we r e c e i v e  God's g r ace  i n  Word and Sacra- 
ments. These i n  t u r n  prompt u s  t o  thank and p r a i s e  
our  Sav ior  and t o  s e r v e  and obey H i m .  Because 
worship u n i t e s  u s  w i th  t h e  fo rg ivenes s  of s i n s  and 
s t r e n g t h e n s  u s  i n  our  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e ,  t h e  theology 
and p r a c t i c e  of worship r anks  a s  one of t h e  primary 
t o p i c s  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n .  

A s  important  as t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s ,  worship cannot 
be de f ined  i n  one, n e a t ,  s imple  sen tence .  A s  i n  
a  diamond, t h e r e  a r e  t oo  many f a c e t s  t o  be cansid-  
e r e d .  I n  a  broad sense ,  worship can embrace our  
e n t i r e  l i f e  of s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  A more l i m i t e d  d e f i -  
n i t i o n  of worship i s  i n  i t s  t h e o c e n t r i c  and anthropo- 
c e n t r i c  a s p e c t s .  T h e o c e n t r i c a l l y ,  worship i s  God 
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proclaiming H i s  Word t o  mankind. The o t h e r  a s p e c t  
cons ide r s  worship a s  humans p r a i s i n g  God f o r  H i s  
mighty a c t s .  Other  c o r o l l a r y  i d e a s  from t h e s e  
a s p e c t s  i n c l u d e  mankind's seek ing  comfort  from 
God's Word ( l i k e  Hannah o r  t h e  j a i l e r  a t  P h i l i p p i )  
o r  t h e  Word of God mo t iva t i ng  people  t o  s e r v e  God 
i n  l ove  ( l i k e  Zacchaeus of J e r i c h o ) .  A c l a s s  on 
worship a t  Bethany Col lege  de f ined  worship a s  
' a t t r i b u t i n g  worth t o  God' a s  i n  Psalm 150:2-- 
" P r a i s e  H i m  f o r  H i s  mighty a c t s ;  P r a i s e  H i m  accord- 
i ng  t o  H i s  e x c e l l e n t  g r e a t n e s s ! "  Ac t s  2 : 4 2  p r e s e n t s  
an important  d e f i n i t i o n  of worship because Luke 
u n i t e s  t h e  worship of God wi th  t h e  A p o s t l e s q  doc- 
t r i n e  and f e l l owsh ip ,  t h e  break ing  of b read ,  and 
prayers . "  The Reformers s t r o v e  l i k e w i s e  t o  c e n t e r  
t h e i r  worship on S c r i p t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and t o  pro- 
c la im t h e  Word i n  t h e i r  worship s e r v i c e s .  

I n  h i s  book "Worship I n  The Name of J e s u s , "  
P e t e r  Brunner d e f i n e s  worship a s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of 
God's p l a n  of s a l v a t i o n .  I n  i t s  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  
a s p e c t  t h e  p l a n  of s a l v a t i o n  embraces every  person ,  
s i n c e  t h e  Gospel d e c l a r e s  t h a t  J e s u s  came t o  be  a  
ransom f o r  a l l  people .  Brunner i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  
cosmological  a s p e c t  a s  t h e  way God pursues  mankind 
t o  b r i n g  them t o  f a i t h .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  preach- 
ing  of t h e  Word and t h e  u se  of t h e  Sacraments.  
He s t a t e s ,  "The pr imary element i n  t h e  worship of 
t h e  church i s  t h e  l i v e  t r ansmis s ion  of God's 
word. "1 

The purpose of t h i s  paper  i s  t o  e x p l o r e  what t h e  
Confessions say  about  t h e  many f a c e t s  of worship 
and t o  show how t h e  Word of God determined t h e  
theology of worship f o r  t h e  Reformers.  

WORSHIP THEOLOGY EXPLORED 

The worship of t h e  Church i s  c l o s e l y  connected 
wi th  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of S c r i p t u r e .  The Apos t l e s '  
Creed developed from t h e  need of t h e  bap t i smal  
cand ida t e  t o  con fe s s  h i s  f a i t h .  Soon a f t e r  t h e  
Nicene Creed was w r i t t e n ,  i t  was inc luded  i n  t h e  
l i t u r g y .  The presence  of t h e s e  c r e e d s  i n  t h e  wor- 
s h i p  s e r v i c e  s e r v e s  a s  a  response of f a i t h  t o  t h e  
S c r i p t u r e  r ead ings ,  t o  r e f u t e  e r r o r  and t o  i n s t r u c t  
t h e  young. 

Even from t h e  f i r s t  t h e  Confessions emphasized 
how t h e  Word is  r e l a t e d  t o  C h r i s t i a n  worship,  a s  
i n  t h e  P re f ace  t o  t h e  Book of Concord: 

W e  a r e  accord ing ly  mindful  of t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  
t h a t  we have by d i v i n e  p r ecep t ,  on account of 
t h e  o f f i c e  t h a t  we bea r ,  over  a g a i n s t  t h e  
temporal and e t e r n a l  w e l f a r e  of ou r  own 
s e l v e s  and of t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  belong t o  us ,  
t o  do and t o  cont inue  t o  do eve ry th ing  t h a t  
i s  u s e f u l  and p r o f i t a b l e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  and 
expansion of God's p r a i s e  and g l o r y ,  t o  t h e  
t r a n q u i l l i t y  and peace of C h r i s t i a n  s choo l s  
and churches ,  and t o  t h e  needed c o n s o l a t i o n  
and i n s t r u c t  i on  of poor ,  misguided consc iences .  2 

Th i s  c i t a t i o n  from t h e  P re f ace  t o  t h e  Book of 
Concord p o i n t s  ou t  two a s p e c t s  of worship: f i r s t ,  
" t he  i n c r e a s e  and expansion of God's p r a i s e  and 
g lo ry , "  and second, " t he  needed c o n s o l a t i o n  and 
i n s t r u c t i o n  of poor.  .... consciences," 

To accomplish t h e s e  two purposes ,  C h r i s t  must 
be  t h e  c e n t e r  of our  worship.  True worship c e n t e r s  
around t h e  work and word of J e s u s ,  " . . . f o r  a s  w e  
a l l  a r e  under one C h r i s t  and do b a t t l e  under H i m ,  
we ought t o  con fe s s  t h e  one Chr i s t . . . and  eve ry th ing  
ought t o  be conducted accord ing  t o  t h e  t r u t h  of God.1'3 
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Confessing C h r i s t  i s  t h e  subs tance  of our  f a i t h  
and t h e  goa l  of our  worship.  Th i s  i s  why t h e  Con- 

f e s s i o n s  p r a i s e  t h e  Means of Grace s o  h igh ly :   h he 

t r u e  adornment of t h e  churches  i s  godly,  u s e f u l ,  
and c l e a r  d o c t r i n e ,  and devout u s e  of t h e  Sacra-  
ments, a r d e n t  p r aye r ,  and t h e  l i k e . l f 4  Apology XV 

even goes  f u r t h e r :  

For of a l l  a c t s  of worship (Go t t e sd i ens t )  
t h a t  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  most ho ly ,  most neces- 

s a r y ,  and h i g h e s t ,  which God h a s  r e q u i r e d  a s  
t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  F i r s t  and t h e  Second 
Commandment, namely, t o  preach t h e  Word of 
God. For t h e  m i n i s t r y  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f i c e  
i n  t h e  Church. Now i f  t h i s  worship (Gottes-  
d i e n s t )  i s  omi t ted ,  how can t h e r e  be knowl- 
edge of God, t h e  d o c t r i n e  of C h r i s t ,  o r  t h e  
Gospel? But t h e  ch i e f  s e r v i c e  of God i s  t o  
t e ach  t h e  Gospel. 

The m i n i s t e r  does n o t  r ende r  a  s e r v i c e  t o  God by 
preach ing  t h e  Gospel.  Ra ther ,  he  i s  speaking f o r  
God i n  b r ing ing  t h e  Gospel t o  mankind, which i s  
 runner's cosmological  concept .  According t o  t h e  
Apology, A r t i c l e  V I I ,  t h e  ho ly  C h r i s t i a n  Church 
can be recognized i n  t h e  world by i t s  outward 
marks, which a r e  d i r e c t l y  involved w i th  t h e  worship 
of t h e  Church. Those marks a r e :  "...the pu re  doc- 
t r i n e  of t h e  Gospel,  and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  
Sacraments i n  accordance w i th  t h e  Gospel of C h r i s t .  
The Church i s  n o t  a  f e l l owsh ip  of outward r i t e s ,  
bu t  a  f e l l owsh ip  of f a i t h  and of t h e  Holy e host .lr6 

I n  t h i s  worship,  God's g i f t s  t o  mankind through 
t h e  Sacrament of t h e  L o r d ' s  Supper " . . . a l s o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  reverence  and devot ion  of p u b l i c  worship" and 
t h i s  ". . . nou r i shes  devo t ion  toward God.lt7 

While t r u e  worship i s  always d i r e c t e d  toward 
t h e  t r i u n e  God9 i t  a l s o  a f f e c t s  t h e  worshipper .  
Those who b e l i e v e  i n  C h r i s t  a s  t h e i r  Saviour  cannot  

b u t  make God's name g r e a t  o u t  of l o v e  f o r  H i m .  To 
make God's name g r e a t  i s  a  S c r i p t u r a l  d i f i n i t i o n  
of worship proclaimed by Malachi (1: 11)  .8 Melanch- 
thon d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e f f e c t  on t h e  h e a r t  from t h e  
preach ing  of t h e  Gospel and from t h e  r e c e i v i n g  of 
t h e  Lo rd ' s  Supper i n  h i s  comments on Romans 10:17 
--"fai th  cometh by hear ing":  

A s  t h e  Word e n t e r s  t h e  e a r  i n  o r d e r  t o  
s t r i k e  our  h e a r t ,  s o  t h e  r i t e  i t s e l f  s t r i k e s  
t h e  eye,  i n  o r d e r  t o  move t h e  h e a r t .  The 
e f f e c t  of t h e  Word of  t h e  r i t e  i s  t h e  same, 
a s  i t  h a s  been w e l l  s a i d  by Augustine t h a t  
a  Sacrament i s  "a v i s i b l e  word," because t h e  
r i t e  i s  r ece ived  by t h e  eyes ,  and is, a s  i t  
were, a  p i c t u r e  of t h e  Word, s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  
same t h i n g  a s  t h e  Word. Therefore  t h e  e f f e c t  
of bo th  i s  t h e  same.9 

Worship a l s o  i s  a  s e r v i c e  t h a t  we r ende r  t o  
God. Luther  s ays  t h a t  we ha l low ~ o d ' s  name when 
we t each  p rope r ly ,  p ray  i n  t i m e  of need, and 
p r a i s e  and thank H i m  i n  p r o s p e r i t y .  10 When f a i t h  
concludes  i n  t h e  h e a r t  t h a t  God h a s  fo rg iven  s i n s ,  
Melanchthon c a l l s  i t  "a noble  s e r v i c e  t o  God, 
which s e r v e s  God by g i v i n g  H i m  t h e  honor,  and by 
esteeming H i s  mercy and promise s o  s u r e  t h a t  with- 
o u t  m e r i t  w e  can r e c e i v e  and expec t  from H i m  a l l  
manner of b l e s s i n g s .  "I1 The word ' l i t u r g y '  does 
n o t  mean S a c r i f i c e  ( a s  Rome c la ims)  b u t  a p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e ,  a s  when a m i n i s t e r  p reaches  t h e  Gospel 
o r  a  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  taken  f o r  t h e  poor a s  i n  
2  Cor in th i ans  9: 12.12 

The Confess ions  r e f l e c t  t h e  unders tanding  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
Word and worship.  There i s  one more r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t h a t  needs t o  be  explored  f u r t h e r .  
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even goes  f u r t h e r :  

For of a l l  a c t s  of worship (Go t t e sd i ens t )  
t h a t  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  most ho ly ,  most neces- 
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i n  t h e  Church. Now i f  t h i s  worship (Gottes-  
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b u t  make God's name g r e a t  o u t  of l o v e  f o r  H i m .  To 
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a  Sacrament i s  "a v i s i b l e  word," because t h e  
r i t e  i s  r ece ived  by t h e  eyes ,  and is, a s  i t  
were, a  p i c t u r e  of t h e  Word, s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  
same t h i n g  a s  t h e  Word. Therefore  t h e  e f f e c t  
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Worship a l s o  i s  a  s e r v i c e  t h a t  we r ende r  t o  
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o u t  m e r i t  w e  can r e c e i v e  and expec t  from H i m  a l l  
manner of b l e s s i n g s .  "I1 The word ' l i t u r g y '  does 
n o t  mean S a c r i f i c e  ( a s  Rome c la ims)  b u t  a p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e ,  a s  when a m i n i s t e r  p reaches  t h e  Gospel 
o r  a  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  taken  f o r  t h e  poor a s  i n  
2  Cor in th i ans  9: 12.12 

The Confess ions  r e f l e c t  t h e  unders tanding  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
Word and worship.  There i s  one more r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t h a t  needs t o  be  explored  f u r t h e r .  



WORSHIP AS MANDATUM D E I  

The con fe s so r s  d e c l a r e  t h a t  worship i s  
d i v i n e l y  i n s t i t u t e d  and, indeed,  i s  commanded by 4 
God. The Reformers used t h e  mandatum Dei  (command 
of God) t o  contend w i th  many f a l s e  n o t i o n s  about  
worship from t h e  papacy and t h e  e n t h u s i a s t s .  

! 
F a l s e  worship was countered w i th  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
t h a t  a l l  godly worship must have t h e  command of 
God (Ordnung, Dei  ... mandatum). For example, t h e  
Confessors  a t  Augsburg dec l a r ed  monast ic  vows t o  
be n u l l  and vo id  because "every s e r v i c e  of God 
t h a t  is  i n s t i t u t e d  and chosen by men t o  m e r i t  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and g r a c e  wi thout  t h e  command of God 
i s  wicked, f o r  C h r i s t  s ays ,  ' I n  v a i n  do they  wor- 
s h i p  me wi th  t h e  p r e c e p t s  of men. "'13 True worship 
r e q u i r e s  more than  mere outward obedience: 

Now t h e  Decalogue does  n o t  on ly  r e q u i r e  
e x t e r n a l  works t h a t  r ea son  can somehow 
perform. I t  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  o t h e r  works 
f a r  beyond t h e  r each  of reason ,  l i k e  t r u e  
f e a r  of God, t r u e  l o v e  of God, t r u e  
p r aye r  t o  God, t r u e  conv ic t i on  t h a t  God 
h e a r s  p r aye r ,  and t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  of ~ o d ' s  
he lp  i n  dea th  and a l l  a f f l i c t i o n s ,  l e s t  
we t r y  t o  f l e e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  o r  t u r n  away 
when God imposes them.l4 

True l o v e  and f e a r  of God i s  commanded u s  i n  
t h e  F i r s t  Commandment, which t h e  Augsburg Confes- 
s i o n  c a l l s  " t he  h i g h e s t  theology" and t h e  sou rce  
of a l l  d o c t r i n e s .  It  con t inues  t o  dec l a r e :  

... a s  i t  is  such a n  e x a l t e d  commandment, 
accord ing  t o  which a l o n e  a l l  d i v i n e  ser- 
v i c e s  ( G o t t e s d i e n s t ) ,  a l l  honor t o  God, 
every o f f e r i n g ,  a l l  thanksg iv ing  i n  heaven 
and upon e a r t h ,  must be  r e g u l a t e d  and 
judged, so  t h a t  a l l  d i v i n e  s e r v i c e  

( G o t t e s d i e n s t ) ,  h igh  and p rec ious  and holy 
though i t  appear ,  i f  i t  be n o t  i n  accord- 
ance w i th  t h i s  commandment, i s  no th ing  bu t  
husks and s h e l l s  wi thout  a  k e r n e l ,  yes ,  
no th ing  bu t  f i l t h  and abomination be fo re  
God; which e x a l t e d  commandment no s a i n t  
whatever h a s  p e r f e c t l y  f u l f i l l e d ,  so  t h a t  
even Noah and Abraham, David, P e t e r  and 
Pau l  acknowledged themselves  imper fec t  and 
s i n n e r s .  . . . I 5  

I n  t h i s  commandment, God commands t h a t  we g i v e  H i m  
t h e  h i g h e s t  worship of a l l .  "It r e q u i r e s  t h a t  
man's whole h e a r t  and conf idence  be p laced  i n  God 
a lone ,  and i n  no one e l s e . "  Though no a c t  of 
worship can accomplish t h i s  by i t s e l f  o r  j u s t i f y  
anyone be fo re  God, t h e  s i n n e r  who t r u s t s  i n  J e s u s '  
redemption can worship God accord ing  t o  t h e  pre- 
c e p t s  of t h i s  commandment, 

Behold, h e r e  you have t h e  t r u e  honor and 
t h e  t r u e  worship which p l e a s e  God and which 
he  commands under p e n a l t y  of e t e r n a l  wrath,  
namely, t h a t  t h e  h e a r t  should know no o t h e r  
c o n s o l a t i o n  o r  conf idence  t han  t h a t  i n  H i m ,  
nor  l e t  i t s e l f  be t o r n  from H i m ,  o r  .... but  
f o r  H i m  should r i s k  and d i s r e g a r d  every th ing  
e l s e  on e a r t h .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, you can 
e a s i l y  judge how t h e  world p r a c t i c e s  no th ing  
bu t  f a l s e  worship and i d o l a t r y .  . . .Everyone 
h a s  s e t  up a  god of h i s  own, t o  which he  
looks  f o r  b l e s s i n g s ,  h e l p ,  and comfort .16 

Cursing,  l y i n g ,  and dece iv ing ,  which a r e  fo r -  
bidden by t h e  Second Commandment, a r e  a l s o  f a l s e  
worship of God. For t r u e  worship makes t h e  proper  
u se  of God's name ". . .by c a l l i n g  upon H i m  i n  p r aye r ,  
p r a i s e  and thanksg iv ing ,  de r ived  from l o v e  and 
t r u s t  accord ing  t o  t h e  F i r s t  commandment. "17 I n  
t h e  Large Catechism, Luther  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  worship 
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Chi ldren  should be c o n s t a n t l y  urged and 
encouraged t o  honor God's name and keep 
i t  c o n s t a n t l y  upon t h e i r  l i p s  i n  a l l  c i r -  
cumstances and expe r i ences ,  f o r  t r u e  
honor t o  God's name c o n s i s t s  of looking  
t o  i t  f o r  a l l  conso l a t i on  and t h e r e f o r e  
c a l l i n g  upon i t .  Thus . . . the  h e a r t  by 
f a i t h  f i r s t  g i v e s  God t h e  honor due H i m  
and then  t h e  l i p s  do s o  by confess ion .18  

We a l s o  honor God's name, and thereby  worship 
H i m ,  when we "g lad ly  l e a r n ,  hea r ,  and esteem i t  
ho ly ,  and honor God's Word. " l 9  

The Thi rd  Commandment r e q u i r e s  b e l i e v e r s  t o  
uphold t h e  Word of God a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a r t  of wor- 
sh ip .  To " s a n c t i f y  t h e  ho ly  day" means no th ing  
e l s e  t han  t o  "devote i t  t o  ho ly  words, ho ly  works, 
ho ly  l i f e  .... t h a t  is,  occupy o u r s e l v e s  d a i l y  w i th  
God's Word and c a r r y  i t  i n  our  h e a r t s  and on our  
l ips  ."20 The proper  unders tanding  of " s a n c t i f y i n g  
t h e  ho ly  day'' i s  no t  found i n  r e l i c s  o r  i n  r e s t i n g ;  
bu t  i n  s a n c t i f y i n g  mankind, which i s  accomplished 
on ly  by t h e  Word. "Places ,  t imes ,  persons ,  and 
t h e  e n t i r e  outward o rde r  of worship a r e  t h e r e f o r e  
i n s t i t u t e d  and appoin ted  i n  o rde r  t h a t  God's Word 
may e x e r t  i t s  power p u b l i c l y .  "21 

Though we had t h e  bones of a l l  t h e  s a i n t s  
o r  a l l  t h e  ho ly  and consecra ted  ves tments  
ga the red  t o g e t h e r  i n  one heap, they  could 
n o t  h e l p  u s  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  degree,  f o r  
they  a r e  a l l  dead t h i n g s  t h a t  can s a n c t i f y  
no one.22 

Giving honor and obedience t o  our  l i v i n g  p a r e n t s  
is t h e  h i g h e s t  work we can do nex t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  

t h r e e  commandments. Indeed,  Luther  dec l a r ed  t h a t  
t h e  g iv ing  of alms and o t h e r  good works toward our  
neighbor  a r e  n o t  equa l  t o  what God e n j o i n s  under 
t h e  Fourth  Commandment. 23 

These few examples show how c l e a r l y  Luther  and 
t h e  Confessors  t i e d  t h e  theology of Worship w i th  
God's commandments. They r e l i e d  upon t h e  command- 
ments t o  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e i r  worship p r a c t i c e s e  By 
1530, t h e  Lutherans  had come under g r e a t  c r i t i c i s m  
both  from t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c s  and t h e  e n t h u s i a s t s  
--from t h e  one f o r  changing t oo  much, from t h e  
o t h e r  f o r  n o t  changing enough, The Lutherans  
r e j e c t e d ,  on t h e  one hand, t hose  r i t e s  which were 
con t r a ry  t o  GodPs law and word,  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
they cont inued t o  t h e  mid-1520's even t hose  r i t e s  
which t h e  Confess ions  c a l l e d  "godless"  i n  o rde r  n o t  
t o  o f fend  weak consc iences  and t o  g i v e  people  t ime 
t o  be  p rope r ly  i n s t r u c t e d .  24 

Dare w e  d i s c u s s  C h r i s t i a n  worship i n  connect ion 
wi th  t h e  Law, when worship is  t h e  produc t  of t h e  
Gospel and f a i t h ?  The Confessions c l e a r l y  do s o  by 
equa t i ng  worship of God wi th  our  l i f e  of s a n c t i f i -  
c a t i o n .  Only t h e  commandments can t e l l  u s  what 
h o l i n e s s  and what worship i s  p l e a s i n g  t o  God. 
Self-chosen worship (e igenerw2hl te r  G o t t e s d i e n s t ,  
e l e c t i c i o s  c u l t u s )  wi thout  God's Word and command 
i s  f a l s e  worship,  a s  Deuteronomy 12:8,  28, and 32 
d e c l a r e s . 2 5  The Formula of Concord a l s o  r e j e c t s  
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  ord inances  of men a r e  i n  them- 
s e l v e s  a  s e r v i c e  t o  God. I t  a l s o  condemns t hose  
who f o r c e  o rd inances  upon C h r i s t i a n s  a s  being neces- 
s a r y  t o  s a l v a t i o n  which God h a s  n o t  commanded.26 

The Law a l s o  keeps u s  from becoming s e l f -  
r i g h t e o u s  i n  our  worship.  For when we f e e l  t h e  
wrath of God, o r  a r e  a f f l i c t e d ,  t h e  h e a r t  cannot  
be a t  peace by our  works o r  worship because t h e  
Law d e c l a r e s  ou r  punishment f o r  s i n ,  a s  David s a i d ,  



Chi ldren  should be c o n s t a n t l y  urged and 
encouraged t o  honor God's name and keep 
i t  c o n s t a n t l y  upon t h e i r  l i p s  i n  a l l  c i r -  
cumstances and expe r i ences ,  f o r  t r u e  
honor t o  God's name c o n s i s t s  of looking  
t o  i t  f o r  a l l  conso l a t i on  and t h e r e f o r e  
c a l l i n g  upon i t .  Thus . . . the  h e a r t  by 
f a i t h  f i r s t  g i v e s  God t h e  honor due H i m  
and then  t h e  l i p s  do s o  by confess ion .18  

We a l s o  honor God's name, and thereby  worship 
H i m ,  when we "g lad ly  l e a r n ,  hea r ,  and esteem i t  
ho ly ,  and honor God's Word. " l 9  

The Thi rd  Commandment r e q u i r e s  b e l i e v e r s  t o  
uphold t h e  Word of God a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a r t  of wor- 
sh ip .  To " s a n c t i f y  t h e  ho ly  day" means no th ing  
e l s e  t han  t o  "devote i t  t o  ho ly  words, ho ly  works, 
ho ly  l i f e  .... t h a t  is,  occupy o u r s e l v e s  d a i l y  w i th  
God's Word and c a r r y  i t  i n  our  h e a r t s  and on our  
l ips  ."20 The proper  unders tanding  of " s a n c t i f y i n g  
t h e  ho ly  day'' i s  no t  found i n  r e l i c s  o r  i n  r e s t i n g ;  
bu t  i n  s a n c t i f y i n g  mankind, which i s  accomplished 
on ly  by t h e  Word. "Places ,  t imes ,  persons ,  and 
t h e  e n t i r e  outward o rde r  of worship a r e  t h e r e f o r e  
i n s t i t u t e d  and appoin ted  i n  o rde r  t h a t  God's Word 
may e x e r t  i t s  power p u b l i c l y .  "21 

Though we had t h e  bones of a l l  t h e  s a i n t s  
o r  a l l  t h e  ho ly  and consecra ted  ves tments  
ga the red  t o g e t h e r  i n  one heap, they  could 
n o t  h e l p  u s  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  degree,  f o r  
they  a r e  a l l  dead t h i n g s  t h a t  can s a n c t i f y  
no one.22 

Giving honor and obedience t o  our  l i v i n g  p a r e n t s  
is t h e  h i g h e s t  work we can do nex t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  

t h r e e  commandments. Indeed,  Luther  dec l a r ed  t h a t  
t h e  g iv ing  of alms and o t h e r  good works toward our  
neighbor  a r e  n o t  equa l  t o  what God e n j o i n s  under 
t h e  Fourth  Commandment. 23 

These few examples show how c l e a r l y  Luther  and 
t h e  Confessors  t i e d  t h e  theology of Worship w i th  
God's commandments. They r e l i e d  upon t h e  command- 
ments t o  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e i r  worship p r a c t i c e s e  By 
1530, t h e  Lutherans  had come under g r e a t  c r i t i c i s m  
both  from t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c s  and t h e  e n t h u s i a s t s  
--from t h e  one f o r  changing t oo  much, from t h e  
o t h e r  f o r  n o t  changing enough, The Lutherans  
r e j e c t e d ,  on t h e  one hand, t hose  r i t e s  which were 
con t r a ry  t o  GodPs law and word,  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
they cont inued t o  t h e  mid-1520's even t hose  r i t e s  
which t h e  Confess ions  c a l l e d  "godless"  i n  o rde r  n o t  
t o  o f fend  weak consc iences  and t o  g i v e  people  t ime 
t o  be  p rope r ly  i n s t r u c t e d .  24 

Dare w e  d i s c u s s  C h r i s t i a n  worship i n  connect ion 
wi th  t h e  Law, when worship is  t h e  produc t  of t h e  
Gospel and f a i t h ?  The Confessions c l e a r l y  do s o  by 
equa t i ng  worship of God wi th  our  l i f e  of s a n c t i f i -  
c a t i o n .  Only t h e  commandments can t e l l  u s  what 
h o l i n e s s  and what worship i s  p l e a s i n g  t o  God. 
Self-chosen worship (e igenerw2hl te r  G o t t e s d i e n s t ,  
e l e c t i c i o s  c u l t u s )  wi thout  God's Word and command 
i s  f a l s e  worship,  a s  Deuteronomy 12:8,  28, and 32 
d e c l a r e s . 2 5  The Formula of Concord a l s o  r e j e c t s  
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  ord inances  of men a r e  i n  them- 
s e l v e s  a  s e r v i c e  t o  God. I t  a l s o  condemns t hose  
who f o r c e  o rd inances  upon C h r i s t i a n s  a s  being neces- 
s a r y  t o  s a l v a t i o n  which God h a s  n o t  commanded.26 

The Law a l s o  keeps u s  from becoming s e l f -  
r i g h t e o u s  i n  our  worship.  For when we f e e l  t h e  
wrath of God, o r  a r e  a f f l i c t e d ,  t h e  h e a r t  cannot  
be a t  peace by our  works o r  worship because t h e  
Law d e c l a r e s  ou r  punishment f o r  s i n ,  a s  David s a i d ,  



"Enter no t  i n t o  judgment wi th  Thy s e r v a n t ;  f o r  i n  
Thy s i g h t  s h a l l  no man l i v i n g  be j u s t i f i e d . "  
(Psalm 143: 2) 27 

The Confessors  d i d  n o t  f e a r  t o  d e f i n e  worship 
i n  terms of t h e  Second and t h e  Thi rd  Use of t h e  
Law, when they  p rope r ly  understood t h e  Gospel. 
They used t h e  former t o  condemn f a l s e  worship and 
t h e  l a t t e r  t o  promote t r u e  and C h r i s t i a n  worship.  
Therefore  "God ought t o  be se rved  by observing 
t h e  commandments God h a s  given and n o t  by keeping 
t h e  commandments invented by men. That i s  a  good 
and p e r f e c t  s t a t e  of l i f e  which h a s  God's command 
t o  suppor t  i t ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h a t  i s  a  danger- 
ous s t a t e  of l i f e  which does n o t  have ~ o d ' s  command 
behind i t .  "28 

WORSHIP AS SACRIFICE 

While t h e  Confessors  used t h e  Ten Commandments 
t o  show what t r u e  worship is,  they  had t o  contend 
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  opponents '  a t t empt s  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  
Mass by us ing  t h e  Old Testament s a c r i f i c i a l  laws. 
The opponents used S c r i p t u r e ,  bu t  they  i n c o r r e c t l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  s a c r i f i c e s  wi th  ea rn ing  m e r i t  b e f o r e  God. 
Melanchthon e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  B i b l i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  
between s a c r i f i c e  and sacrament i n  t h e  Apology: 
"A Sacrament i s  a ceremony o r  work i n  which God 
o f f e r s  t o  u s  t h e  conten t  of t h e  promise jo ined  t o  
t h e  ceremony... A S a c r i f i c e ,  on t h e  con t r a ry ,  i s  
a  ceremony o r  work which we render  God i n  o rde r  t o  
a f f o r d  H i m  honor."29 Th i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  fundamen- 
t a l  t o  understanding Lutheran worship and l i t u r g y ,  
and i t  is  a s  important  as t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
Law and Gospel. 

I n  t h e i r  c r i t i q u e ,  t h e  Confessors  made a  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  between p r o p i t i a t o r y  and e u c h a r i s t i c  sac-  
r i f i c e s .  The former i s  "a work which makes 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  g u i l t  ," whi le  t h e  l a t t e r  is  " t h a t  
rendered by people  who have been r econc i l ed  i n  
o rde r  t o  p l e a s e  God.'"ropitiatory s a c r i f i c e s  
were r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Confessors  because of t h e  
s u f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  one s a c r i f i c e  of C h r i s t  f o r  s i n .  
The concept of e u c h a r i s t i c  s a c r i f i c e s  was accepted 
by t h e  Reformers because t h e s e  a r e  no t  intended t o  
mer i t  t h e  remiss ion  of s i n s .  These s a c r i f i c e s  
simply g ive  thanks t o  God f o r  H i s  many benef i t s . 3 0  
The Confessors  p r e f e r r e d  no t  t o  u se  t h e  word 
' s a c r i f i c e s  because t h e  Papacy app l i ed  i t  t o  t h e  

Mass. But i f  i t  were t o  be used,  e u c h a r i s t i c  sac- 
r i f i c e s  must a l s o  i nc lude  ". . , t h e  preaching of t h e  
Gospel, f a i t h ,  i nvoca t ion ,  and thanksgiving" s i n c e  
" t h e  New Testament ought t o  have s a c r i f i c e s  of t h e  
h e a r t  .'131 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  Confessions r e j e c t e d  
t h e  i dea  t h a t  t h e  Old Testament p r o p i t i a t o r y  sac- 
r i f i c e s  could g ive  remiss ion  of s i n s  by themselves.  
Melanchthon dec l a r ed  t h a t  such s a c r i f i c e s  were only 
an image p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  one s a c r i f i c e  of C h r i s t  .32 
The Apology c i t e s  a  number of Old Testament passages 
t o  prove t h e  p o i n t .  Numbers 28:4f con ta in s  t h e  
t h r e e  p a r t s  of d a i l y  s a c r i f i c e s :  t h e  burning of t h e  
lamb, t h e  l i b a t i o n ,  and t h e  o b l a t i o n  of wheat f l o u r .  
These t h r e e ,  s ays  Melanchthon, a r e  simply a  p i c t u r e  
of t h e  e n t i r e  New Testament worship ( s e e  no te )  .33 

Malachi 1:ll d e c l a r e s ,  "My name s h a l l  be g r e a t  
among t h e  G e n t i l e s ;  and i n  every p l a c e  incense  
s h a l l  be o f f e r e d  unto  My name." Th i s  does n o t  mean 
t h a t  incense  o r  t h e  Mass j u s t i f i e s  ex opere opera to ,  
f o r  t h e  preaching of t h e  Gospel i s  what makes God's 
name g r e a t  a s  i t  produces f a i t h  i n  t hose  who hea r  
i t  so  t h a t  "they c a l l  upon God, they  g i v e  thanks t o  
God, they bear  a f f l i c t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  confess ion ,  
they produce good works f o r  t h e  g l o r y  of Chr i s t . "  
The incense  s i g n i f i e s  " . . . a l l  t hose  s a c r i f i c e s  
through which t h e  name of t h e  Lord becomes g r e a t ,  



"Enter no t  i n t o  judgment wi th  Thy s e r v a n t ;  f o r  i n  
Thy s i g h t  s h a l l  no man l i v i n g  be j u s t i f i e d . "  
(Psalm 143: 2) 27 

The Confessors  d i d  n o t  f e a r  t o  d e f i n e  worship 
i n  terms of t h e  Second and t h e  Thi rd  Use of t h e  
Law, when they  p rope r ly  understood t h e  Gospel. 
They used t h e  former t o  condemn f a l s e  worship and 
t h e  l a t t e r  t o  promote t r u e  and C h r i s t i a n  worship.  
Therefore  "God ought t o  be se rved  by observing 
t h e  commandments God h a s  given and n o t  by keeping 
t h e  commandments invented by men. That i s  a  good 
and p e r f e c t  s t a t e  of l i f e  which h a s  God's command 
t o  suppor t  i t ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h a t  i s  a  danger- 
ous s t a t e  of l i f e  which does n o t  have ~ o d ' s  command 
behind i t .  "28 

WORSHIP AS SACRIFICE 

While t h e  Confessors  used t h e  Ten Commandments 
t o  show what t r u e  worship is,  they  had t o  contend 
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  opponents '  a t t empt s  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  
Mass by us ing  t h e  Old Testament s a c r i f i c i a l  laws. 
The opponents used S c r i p t u r e ,  bu t  they  i n c o r r e c t l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  s a c r i f i c e s  wi th  ea rn ing  m e r i t  b e f o r e  God. 
Melanchthon e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  B i b l i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  
between s a c r i f i c e  and sacrament i n  t h e  Apology: 
"A Sacrament i s  a ceremony o r  work i n  which God 
o f f e r s  t o  u s  t h e  conten t  of t h e  promise jo ined  t o  
t h e  ceremony... A S a c r i f i c e ,  on t h e  con t r a ry ,  i s  
a  ceremony o r  work which we render  God i n  o rde r  t o  
a f f o r d  H i m  honor."29 Th i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  fundamen- 
t a l  t o  understanding Lutheran worship and l i t u r g y ,  
and i t  is  a s  important  as t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
Law and Gospel. 

I n  t h e i r  c r i t i q u e ,  t h e  Confessors  made a  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  between p r o p i t i a t o r y  and e u c h a r i s t i c  sac-  
r i f i c e s .  The former i s  "a work which makes 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  g u i l t  ," whi le  t h e  l a t t e r  is  " t h a t  
rendered by people  who have been r econc i l ed  i n  
o rde r  t o  p l e a s e  God.'"ropitiatory s a c r i f i c e s  
were r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Confessors  because of t h e  
s u f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  one s a c r i f i c e  of C h r i s t  f o r  s i n .  
The concept of e u c h a r i s t i c  s a c r i f i c e s  was accepted 
by t h e  Reformers because t h e s e  a r e  no t  intended t o  
mer i t  t h e  remiss ion  of s i n s .  These s a c r i f i c e s  
simply g ive  thanks t o  God f o r  H i s  many benef i t s . 3 0  
The Confessors  p r e f e r r e d  no t  t o  u se  t h e  word 
' s a c r i f i c e s  because t h e  Papacy app l i ed  i t  t o  t h e  

Mass. But i f  i t  were t o  be used,  e u c h a r i s t i c  sac- 
r i f i c e s  must a l s o  i nc lude  ". . , t h e  preaching of t h e  
Gospel, f a i t h ,  i nvoca t ion ,  and thanksgiving" s i n c e  
" t h e  New Testament ought t o  have s a c r i f i c e s  of t h e  
h e a r t  .'131 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  Confessions r e j e c t e d  
t h e  i dea  t h a t  t h e  Old Testament p r o p i t i a t o r y  sac- 
r i f i c e s  could g ive  remiss ion  of s i n s  by themselves.  
Melanchthon dec l a r ed  t h a t  such s a c r i f i c e s  were only 
an image p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  one s a c r i f i c e  of C h r i s t  .32 
The Apology c i t e s  a  number of Old Testament passages 
t o  prove t h e  p o i n t .  Numbers 28:4f con ta in s  t h e  
t h r e e  p a r t s  of d a i l y  s a c r i f i c e s :  t h e  burning of t h e  
lamb, t h e  l i b a t i o n ,  and t h e  o b l a t i o n  of wheat f l o u r .  
These t h r e e ,  s ays  Melanchthon, a r e  simply a  p i c t u r e  
of t h e  e n t i r e  New Testament worship ( s e e  no te )  .33 

Malachi 1:ll d e c l a r e s ,  "My name s h a l l  be g r e a t  
among t h e  G e n t i l e s ;  and i n  every p l a c e  incense  
s h a l l  be o f f e r e d  unto  My name." Th i s  does n o t  mean 
t h a t  incense  o r  t h e  Mass j u s t i f i e s  ex opere opera to ,  
f o r  t h e  preaching of t h e  Gospel i s  what makes God's 
name g r e a t  a s  i t  produces f a i t h  i n  t hose  who hea r  
i t  so  t h a t  "they c a l l  upon God, they  g i v e  thanks t o  
God, they bear  a f f l i c t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  confess ion ,  
they produce good works f o r  t h e  g l o r y  of Chr i s t . "  
The incense  s i g n i f i e s  " . . . a l l  t hose  s a c r i f i c e s  
through which t h e  name of t h e  Lord becomes g r e a t ,  



namely, f a i t h ,  i nvoca t i on ,  t h e  preach ing  of t h e  
Gospel, confess ion ,  e t c  ."34 

God s h a l l  p u r i f y  t h e  L e v i t e s  s o  they  may o f f e r  
pure  o f f e r i n g s ,  accord ing  t o  Malachi 3: 3 .  "This 
passage c l e a r l y  r e q u i r e s  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  of t h e  
r i g h t e o u s  .... But t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  of t h e  sons  of 
Levi ,  i. e .  , of t hose  t e ach ing  i n  t h e  New Testament,  
a r e  t h e  preach ing  of t h e  Gospel,  and t h e  good f r u i t s  
of preaching."  Such worship h a s  no th ing  t o  do w i th  
opus operatum o r  p r o p i t i a t o r y  s a c r i f i c e s  .35 

New Testament s a c r i f i c e s  a r e  s p i r i t u a l  and 
d i f f e r  from Old Testament s a c r i f i c e s  and from sac- 
r i f i c e s  done t o  m e r i t  g r ace .  Romans 1 2 : l  u rges  u s  
t o  "p re sen t  our  bod i e s  a l i v i n g  s a c r i f i c e ,  ho ly ,  
a ccep t ab l e ,  which i s  your reasonable  s e r v i c e . "  Com- 
menting on t h i s  v e r s e ,  Melanchthon s t a t e s ,  " S p i r i t -  
u a l  worship i s  a worship i n  which t h e  s p i r i t  knows 
and t a k e s  ho ld  of God, a s  i t  does when i t  f e a r s  and 
t r u s t s  ~ i m . 1 ' 3 6  J e s u s  s a i d  t h e  same t h i n g  t o  t h e  
woman of Samaria (John 4:23-24): "True worsh ipers  
s h a l l  worship t h e  Fa the r  i n  s p i r i t  and i n  t r u t h ;  
f o r  t h e  Fa the r  s eeke th  such t o  worship H i m .  God 
i s  a s p i r i t ;  and they  t h a t  worship H i m  must worship 
H i m  i n  s p i r i t  and i n  t r u t h . "  Th i s  r e q u i r e s  worship 
from t h e  h e a r t ,  t h a t  i s ,  w i th  h e a r t f e l t  f e a r  and 
c o r d i a l  f a i t h .  37 The Confessions unders tood worship 
a s  a response  t o  t h e  Gospel,  n o t  a s  a requirement  
f o r  s a l v a t i o n  o r  a s a c r i f i c e  f o r  s i n .  Th i s  w a s  ce r -  
t a i n l y  a r a d i c a l  change of thought  i n  worship the-  
ology f o r  t h a t  day. 

WORSHIP AND FAITH 

A s  we have s een  above, t h e  Confessions accused 
t h e  papacy of making worship a matter of outward 
ceremonies,  laws, and t r a d i t i o n s  a l l  done t o  m e r i t  
g r a c e  ex  opere  ope ra to .  The c e n t e r  of worship f o r  

t h e  Lutherans  was t h e  Gospel and t h e  f r u i t s  of 
f a i t h  which t h e  Gospel produced. The Apology 
s t a t e d  t h a t  outward observances  could n o t  m e r i t  
g r a c e  "because God i s  p l ea sed  on ly  w i th  s e r v i c e s  
i n s t i t u t e d  by H i s  Word and done i n  f a i t h .1 ' 38  

The Reformers maintained a proper  d i s t i n c t i o n  
between t h e  Law and t h e  Gospel i n  t h e i r  theology 
of worship.  The Formula of Concord n o t e s  t h e  d i s -  
t i n c t  ion: 

But how and why t h e  good work of b e l i e v e r s  
... a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a c c e p t a b l e  and wel l -  
p l e a s i n g  t o  God, i s  n o t  t augh t  by t h e  Law, 
which r e q u i r e s  an a l t o g e t h e r  p e r f e c t ,  pu re  
obedience i f  i t  i s  t o  p l e a s e  God. But t h e  
f a i t h  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  sake ,  I P e t e r  2:5;  
Hebrews l l : 1 4 f .  I n  t h i s  way C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  
n o t  under t h e  Law, bu t  under g r a c e . . . .  They 
do what i s  p l e a s i n g  t o  God, n o t  by coerc ion  
of t h e  Law, bu t  by t h e  renewing of t h e  Holy 
Ghost, v o l u n t a r i l y  and spontaneously from 
t h e i r  h e a r t s  . . . . 39  

Worship becomes a response  t o  t h e  d i v i n e l y  c r e a t e d  
f a i t h  worked through t h e  Word. 

Now he  t h a t  knows t h a t  he  h a s  a Fa the r  
g r ac ious  t o  him through C h r i s t ,  t r u l y  knows 
God; he  knows a l s o  t h a t  God c a r e s  f o r  him, 
and c a l l s  upon God; i n  a word, he  i s  n o t  
wi thout  God, a s  t h e  heathen.40 

D i s t i ngu i sh ing  between t r u e  and f a l s e  worship 
i s  no t  d i f f i c u l t  when w e  unders tand  t h e  t r u e  source  
of worship--the Gospel,  a s  t h e  Apology s t a t e s :  

F a i t h  i s  t h e  h a r p & { a  ( d i v i n e  s e r v i c e ) ,  which 
r e c e i v e s  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f f e r e d  by God; t h e  
r i g h t o u s n e s s  of t h e  Law i s  t h e  x ~ T ~ E C ~  



namely, f a i t h ,  i nvoca t i on ,  t h e  preach ing  of t h e  
Gospel, confess ion ,  e t c  ."34 
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WORSHIP AND FAITH 
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( d i v i n e  s e r v i c e )  which o f f e r s  t o  God our  
m e r i t s .  It i s  by f a i t h  t h a t  God wants t o  
be worshiped, namely, t h a t  we r e c e i v e  from 
H i m  what He promises and o f f e r s . 4 1  

The t h e o c e n t r i c  concept of worship (God g i v i n g  
t h e  Gospel) i s  found i n  above r e f e r e n c e  and i n  
another  from Apology 111: T h i s  "is no less a  
d i v i n e  s e r v i c e ,  ~ a - r p ~ i a ,  t han  is  love .  God wishes  
u s  t o  b e l i e v e  H i m ,  and t o  r e c e i v e  from H i m  b l e s s -  
i ngs ,  and t h i s  H e  d e c l a r e s  t o  be t r u e  d i v i n e  s e r -  
v i c e .  "42 I n  Apology X X I V  Melanchthon shows t h e  
r e l a t i o n  between t h e  ceremonies of worship and 
f a i t h :  

Therefore  t h e  Word o f f e r s  f o r g i v e n e s s  of 
s i n s ,  whi le  t h e  ceremony is  a  s o r t  of p ic -  
t u r e  o r  " s ea l , "  a s  Pau l  c a l l s  i t  (Rom. 4:11),  
showing f o r t h  t h e  promise.  A s  t h e  promise 
is  u s e l e s s  u n l e s s  f a i t h  a c c e p t s  i t ,  s o  t h e  
ceremony i s  u s e l e s s  wi thout  t h e  f a i t h  which 
r e a l l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  f o r  i venes s  of 
s i n s  i s  being o f f e r e d  he re .  45 

The Confessions d e c l a r e  f a i t h  t o  be a  worship 
of God because " . . . f a i t h  g i v e s  God t h e  honor,  g i v e s  
God t h a t  which is  H i s  own, i n  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  by re- 
ce iv ing  t h e  promises,  i t  obeys H i m . "  Melanchthon 
goes  on t o  quote  Romans 4:20 which d e c l a r e s  t h a t  
Abraham, being s t r o n g  i n  t h e  f a i t h ,  d i d  n o t  s t a g g e r  
a t  God's promises.  Therefore  " . . . t h e  ch i e f  worship 
( c u l t u s  p raec ipuus)  of t h e  Gospel i s  t o  wish t o  
r e c e i v e  remiss ion  of s i n s ,  g race ,  and r i gh t eous -  
ness ,"  a s  God s a y s  i n  John 6:40 and i n  Matthew 
17: 5.44 

The an th ropocen t r i c  concept  of worship (man 
g i v i n g  God honor) must a l s o  be unders tood i n  terms 
of Law and Gospel. Th i s  is  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  w i th  
t hose  passages  which r e q u i r e  t h e  g i v i n g  of alms. 

Both Danie l  4 ~ 2 4 ,  "break o f f  t hy  i n i q u i t i e s  by 
showing mercy t o  t h e  poor," and Luke 11: 41, "Give 
alms of such t h i n g s  a s  ye  have," seem t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  we can p l e a s e  God by g iv ing  alms. Melanchthon 
po in t ed ly  r e j e c t s  t h a t  i d e a  and s t a t e s  t h a t  f a i t h  
i s  r e q u i r e d  f i r s t ,  then  come t h e  f r u i t s  of f a i t h .  
He dec l a r ed  t h a t  one word of S c r i p t u r e  can compre- 
hend t h e  whole realm of worship because "God p r a i s e s  
t h e  e n t i r e  worship w i th  i t s  f r u i t s . " 4 5  

The Apology 111 s t a t e s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of worship 
very  c l e a r l y :  

But we must come back t o  t h e  r u l e  t h a t  with- 
o u t  C h r i s t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Law is  of no 
p r o f i t .  Therefore  t hose  alms p l e a s e  God 
which fo l l ow  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  
and no t  from those  which precede.  

A l m s  a l s o  a r e  t h e  e x e r c i s e s  of f a i t h ,  which 
r e c e i v e s  t h e  remiss ion  of s i n s  and overcomes 
dea th ,  wh i l e  i t  e x e r c i s e s  i t s e l f  more and 
more, and i n  t h e s e  e x e r c i s e s  r e c e i v e s  
s t r e n g t h .  We g r a n t  t h i s  a l s o ,  t h a t  alms 
m e r i t  many f a v o r s  from God [ b u t  they  cannot 
overcome dea th ,  h e l l ,  t h e  d e v i l ,  s i n ,  and 
g i v e  t h e  consc ience  peace ( f o r  t h i s  must 
occur  a l o n e  through f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ) ] ,  m i t i -  
g a t e  punishments,  and t h a t  they  m e r i t  our  
defense  i n  t h e  dangers  of s i n s  and of dea th . .  46 

It i s  c l e a r  from t h e  above t h a t  God does no t  
need our  worship,  b u t  H e  r e q u i r e s  i t  of u s  t h a t  our  
f a i t h  may b e n e f i t  from i t .  Luther  adds,   o or i n  
t h e  s i g h t  of God f a i t h  i s  what r e a l l y  r e n d e r s  a  
person  ho ly ,  and a lone  s e r v e s  H i m ,  bu t  t h e  works 
a r e  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  of man."47 
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WORSHIP AS PRAYER 

The above p r i n c i p l e  can be a p p l i e d  t o  p r aye r  
a l s o .  For p r aye r  i s  an e x e r c i s e  of f a i t h  l i k e  
o t h e r  forms of worship.  The Gospel t e l l s  u s  t h a t  
God h e a r s  H i s  c h i l d r e n  because C h r i s t  h a s  broken 
down t h e  w a l l  of s e p a r a t i o n  ( s i n )  between God and 
man. S ince  C h r i s t  a l one  h a s  accomplished t h i s ,  i t  
i s  c l e a r l y  f a l s e  worship and a g a i n s t  S c r i p t u r e  t o  
pray t o  s a i n t s  o r  t o  a s k  f o r  t h e i r  he lp .  For t h e  
B ib l e  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  form of worship i s  
t o  c a l l  upon J e s u s  i n  t ime of need, f o r  He i s  our  
l l ed i a to r ,  P r o p i t i a t o r ,  High P r i e s t ,  and I n t e r c e s -  
s o r .  48 Proof f o r  t h i s  i s  found i n  Apology I V  which 
quo t e s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  passage: 

.... a s  i n  Psalm 50:15, ' c a l l  upon Me i n  t h e  
day of t r o u b l e :  I w i l l  d e l i v e r  t h e e . '  
Thus God wishes  Himself t o  be known, t h u s  
He wishes  Himself t o  be worshiped, t h a t  
from H i m  we r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t s ,  and r e c e i v e  
them, too,  because of H i s  mercy, and n o t  
because of our  mer i t s . 49  

A s  a  form of worship,  p r aye r  i s  founded i n  
C h r i s t .  For J e s u s  promises:   hatso soever ye  s h a l l  
a sk  t h e  Fa the r  i n  My name, He w i l l  g i v e  i t  you." 
But wi thout  C h r i s t  a s  our  High P r i e s t ,  we cannot  
approach t h e  Fa the r  f o r  any th ing ,  f o r  t hen  w e  w i l l  
be p ray ing  l i k e  t h e  P h a r i s e e  i n  Luke 18: 11.50 We 

a l s o  pray  i n  t h e  name of J e s u s  because He i s  our  
Advocate: l1 ... and t h i s  worship H e  approves above 
a l l ,  t o  w i t ,  t h a t  i n  a l l  a f f l i c t i o n s  He be c a l l e d  
upon, I John 2 : l :  ' I f  any man s i n ,  we have an 
Advocate w i th  t h e  Fa the r ,  e t c .  ' "51 

Prayer  i s  a  form of worship t h a t  can be done 
anywhere a t  any t ime. Luther  u r g e s  upon u s  a  d a i l y  
s e r v i c e  of p r aye r  t o  God: 

..it a l s o  h e l p s  t o  form t h e  h a b i t  of com- 
mending o u r s e l v e s  t o  God each day ... our  
s o u l  and body, wi fe ,  c h i l d r e n ,  s e r v a n t s ,  
and a l l  t h a t  we have--for h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  every  conce ivab le  need. Thus ha s  
o r i g i n a t e d  and cont inued among u s  t h e  
custom of say ing  g r a c e  and r e t u r n i n g  thanks 
a t  meals and say ing  o t h e r  p r a y e r s  f o r  bo th  
morning and evening. 52 

A CRITIQUE OF FALSE WORSHIP 

The Confessions were very  c l e a r  about t h e  p r in -  
c i p l e s  which governed t h e  theology of worship.  
These same p r i n c i p l e s  were used t o  r e j e c t  f a l s e  
worship.  

The hea then  have no t r u e  worship of God, d e c l a r e  
t h e  Confessions,  because t h e i r  s e l f - i nven t ed  n o t i o n s  
of god a r e  i d o l s .  Those p r i e s t s  of Baal who c u t  
themselves t o  make t h e i r  god l i s t e n  were simply de- 
l ud ing  themselves .  53 The hea then  know t h a t  having 
a  god means t o  t r u s t  and b e l i e v e  i n  him. But, 
Luther  s t a t e s ,  " t h e i r  t r u s t  i s  f a l s e  and wrong; f o r  
i t  i s  n o t  p laced  i n  t h e  on ly  God." He adds t h a t  
" . . . i d o l a t r y  c o n s i s t s  no t  merely i n  e r e c t i n g  an  
image and worshiping i t ,  bu t  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  h e a r t ,  
which s t a n d s  gaping a t  something e l s e ,  and s eeks  
he lp  and c o n s o l a t i o n  from c r e a t u r e s ,  s a i n t s ,  o r  
d e v i l s .  . ."54 There is  no h e l p  f o r  such persons  
b l inded  by i d o l a t r y  because they  t h i n k  themselves 
t o  be s ecu re .  For ". . .no p r aye r s ,  no s u p p l i c a t i o n s ,  
no admonitions,  yea,  a l s o  no t h r e a t s ,  no ch id ing ,  
a r e  of any a v a i l ,  yea,  a l l  t e ach ing  and preach ing  
i s  l o s t  upon H i m ,  u n t i l  h e  i s  en l i gh t ened . . . by  t h e  
Holy ~ h o s t . " 5 ~  Because of t h e i r  i d o l a t r y ,  t h e  hea- 
t hen  dev ised  s a c r i f i c e s  t o  p l e a s e  t h e i r  gods and 
appease h i s  wrath.  By t h e s e  works and p a i n f u l  a c t s  
they  sought s a l v a t i o n  under t h e  law i n s t e a d  of 



WORSHIP AS PRAYER 
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f a i t h  i n  t h e  Gospel. Melanchthon adds t h a t  t h e  
monks fol lowed i n  t h e  s t e p s  of t h e  hea then ,  vying 
wi th  each o t h e r  t o  s e e  whose ord inances  could be 
more s eve re  i n  o rde r  t o  h e l p  a g a i n s t  t h e  t e r r o r s  
of conscience.  56 

The Confessors  had good reason  t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  
papa l  worship was no d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of t h e  
pagans. F i r s t ,  t h e  ceremonial  and c i v i c  laws of 
Moses had been s e t  a s i d e  by C h r i s t  i n  New Testament 
worship (Coloss ians  2: 16 ,  17)  .57 Second, any th ing  
n o t  commanded by God o r  a g a i n s t  H i s  commandments 
i s  n o t  t r u e  worship,  even though we can perform 
such outward works. 58 Th i rd ,  Roman worship ob- 
s c u r e s  t h e  work of C h r i s t :  "For t h e  r i gh t eousnes s  
of C h r i s t ,  which c h i e f l y  ought t o  be t augh t  i n  t h e  
Church, i s  obscured when t h e s e  wonderful a n g e l i c  
forms of worship,  w i th  t h e i r  show of pover ty ,  humil- 
i t y ,  and c e l i b a c y ,  a r e  c a s t  b e f o r e  t h e  eyes  of 
men. "59 Therefore ,  they  ". . .have made o u t  of C h r i s t  
no t  a  P r o p i t i a t o r ,  and J u s t i f  i e r ,  bu t  on ly  a  Legis-  
l a t o r , "  which l e a d s  people  t o  i nven t  new forms of 
w ~ r s h i p . ~ o  Four th ,  i t  i s  i d o l a t r y  t o  g i v e  anyone 
o r  any th ing  t h e  honor t h a t  belongs t o  God a lone .61  
F i f t h l y ,  t h e  ve ry  mark of t h e  A n t i c h r i s t  i s  t h e  
i nven t ion  of new ceremonies t o  m e r i t  g r ace .  62 And 
f i n a l l y ,  w i thou t  f a i t h  no one can do t h e  works of 
t h e  F i r s t  and Second Commandments, being a b l e  
n e i t h e r  t o  c a l l  on God no r  t o  h e a r  from H i m ;  and 
such a  one w i l l  t r u s t  i n  man's he1  a lone  and t h u s  
w i l l  have l o s t  C h r i s t  a l t o g e t h e r .  65 

When t h e  theo logy  of worship i s  f a u l t y ,  a s  w i th  
t h e  papacy, i t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  f a l s e  worship prac-  
t i c e s .  The Confessors  r e j e c t e d  such p r a c t i c e s  and 
customs accord ing  t o  t h e  r u l e  " . . .any custom i n t r o -  
duced a g a i n s t  t h e  commandments of God i s  n o t  t o  be 
allowed. . . . "64 The Smalcald A r t i c l e s  c o n t a i n  two 
l i s t s  of r e j e c t e d  ceremonies:  

The Pope , ,  , t e a c h e s  of ceremonies concerning 
churches ,  garments,  food, persons  and 
( s i m i l a r )  p u e r i l e ,  t h e a t r i c a l  and comical 
t h i n g s  wi thout  measure, b u t  i n  a l l  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  no th ing  a t  a l l  i n  C h r i s t ,  f a i t h ,  and 
t h e  commandments of God. L a s t l y ,  i t  i s  
no th ing  e l s e  than  t h e  d e v i l  h imse l f ,  because 
above and a g a i n s t  God he  u rges  h i s  (papa l )  
f a l s ehoods  concerning masses,  purga tory ,  t h e  
monast ic  l i f e ,  o n e ' s  own works and ( f i c t i -  
t i o u s )  d i v i n e  worship.  . . .65 

L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  s t i l l  remains t h e  Pope ' s  bag 
of impostures  concerning f o o l i s h  and c h i l d -  
i s h  a r t i c l e s ,  a s ,  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  of churches ,  
t h e  bapt ism of b e l l s ,  t h e  bapt ism of t h e  
a l t a r - s t o n e ,  and t h e  i n v i t i n g  of sponsors  
t o  t h e s e  r i t e s ,  who would make dona t ions  to-  
ward them. Furthermore,  concerning t h e  con- 
s e c r a t i o n  of wax-tapers,  palm branches,  
cakes ,  o a t s ,  ( h e r b s , )  s p i c e s ,  e t c . ,  which 
indeed,  cannot  be  c a l l e d  consec ra t i ons ,  bu t  
a r e  shee r  mockery and f r aud .  We w i l l  have 
no th ing  t o  do w i th  thern.66 

The Apology a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  l i s t  of customs 
t h a t  a r e  u s e l e s s  when done t o  m e r i t  g race :  vows, 
observances  of meats,  chan t s ,  vestments ,  s anda l s ,  
g i r d l e s ,  e t c . 6 7  For t h e  monks be l i eved  t h a t  "God 
becomes r econc i l ed  by a  v a r i e t y  i n  c l o t h i n g ,  orna- 
ments, and by s i m i l a r  r i t e s  (many k i n d s  of church 
deco ra t i ons ,  banners ,  t a p e r s )  . " 6 8  

The sermons i n  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  churches  
were ano the r  source  of c r i t i c i s m  f o r  t h e  Reformers. 
Melanchthon had l i t t l e  good t o  say  about  t h e i r  
sermons : 

I n  t h e i r  sermons they  do n o t  t e ach  t h e  
Gospel,  they  do n o t  conso le  consc iences ,  
they  do no t  show t h a t  s i n s  a r e  f r e e l y  
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I n  t h e i r  sermons they  do n o t  t e ach  t h e  
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r emi t t ed  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  s ake ;  bu t  they  s e t  

f o r t h  t h e  worship of s a i n t s ,  human s a t i s -  
f a c t i o n s ,  human t r a d i t i o n s ,  and by t h e s e  
they a f f i r m  t h a t  men a r e  j u s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  
God. I f  any p reache r s  wish t o  be regarded  
more l e a rned ,  they  t r e a t  of p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
ques t i ons .  L a s t l y ,  t hose  who a r e  more 
t o l e r a b l e  t e ach  t h e  Law, and say no th ing  
concerning t h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  of f a i t h .  70 

Unfor tuna te ly ,  t h a t  was t h e  b e t t e r  l i s t  of 
abuses  found i n  sermons t h a t  were mentioned i n  t h e  
Confessions.  The Apology r e f e r s  t o  "human t r a d i -  
t i o n s ,  of t h e  worship of s a i n t s ,  (of consecra ted  
wate r )  : "71 t h e  e t h i c s  of ~ r i s t o t l e ; 7 *  " c h i l d i s h  
and need l e s s  works, a s  p a r t i c u l a r  holy-days, par -  
t i c u l a r  f a s t s ,  b ro therhoods ,  p i lg r images ,  s e r v i c e s  
i n  honor of s a i n t s ,  t h e  u s e  of r o s a r i e s ,  monasti-  
cism, and such l i k e  ."73 Even worse, Melanchthon 
says ,  " t h e r e  a r e  many r e g i o n s  where no sermons a r e  
preached dur ing  t h  whole y e a r ,  excep t  i n  ~ e n t  ."74 

The Mass i s  t h e  p l a c e  where many abuses  of 
worship occur  and t h e  Confess ions  have much t o  say 
on t h i s  t o p i c .  7 5  The masses f o r  t h e  dead come 
under sharp  a t  t ack :  

Here they  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  t r a d e  i n t o  purga- 
t o r y  by masses f o r  s o u l s ,  and v i g i l s ,  and 
weekly, monthly, and y e a r l y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  
of obsequies  ( requiems) ,  and f i n a l l y  by t h e  
Common Week and A l l  S o u l ' s  Day, by soul-  
b a t h s  s o  t h a t  t h e  Mass i s  used almost  a lone  
f o r  t h e  dead , . . .  The re fo re  purga tory ,  and 
every so lemni ty ,  r i t e ,  and commerce connected 
wi th  i t ,  i s  t o  be regarded  a s  no th ing  bu t  a  
s p e c t e r  of t h e  d e v i l .  76 

Another abuse of t h e  Mass i s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 
t h e  sacrament s o  t h a t  i t  i s  c a r r i e d  about  a t  Corpus 

C h r i s t i  f e s t i v a l s .  Th i s  p r a c t i c e  t h e  Lutherans  
r e j e c t e d  by word and deed: 7 7  

Apart  from t h i s  u se  i t  is  no t  t o  be 
deemed a  sacrament ,  a s  when i n  t h e  pa- 
p i s t i c  Mass t h e  bread i s  n o t  d i s t r i b u t e d  
but  i s  o f f e r e d  up, o r  c a r r i e d  about ,  o r  
exposed f o r  a d o r a t i o n ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  bap- 
t i s m a l  wate r  i s  no sacrament o r  Baptism 
i f  i t  should be used t o  consec ra t e  b e l l s ,  
o r  t o  cu re  l ep rosy ,  o r  i s  o the rwi se  ex- 
posed f o r  a d o r a t  ion .  78 

Nor i s  t h e  Mass an  unbloody s a c r i f i c e ,  a s  t h e  
Roman Confu ta t ion  of 1530 claimed i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t ,  
s i n c e  t h e  B ib l e  c a l l e d  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  Supper a  Sacra- 
ment of t h e  A l t a r ,  i t  must a l s o  be a  s a c r i f i c e .  
Melanchthon c a l l e d  t h i s  a  r i d i c u l o u s  i n f e r ence ,  
s i n c e  Paul  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  on ly  by way of compari- 
son. 79 The Confessions d e s c r i b e  such f a l s e  opin- 
i ons  about s a c r i f i c e s  a s  " ~ a a l i s t i c  worship" 
which i n h e r e s  i n  t h e  papacy .80 

The Mass was n o t  s o l d  j u s t  t o  g e t  t h e  dead ou t  
of purga tory .   hey s e l l  t h e  Mass, a s  a  p r i c e  f o r  
o b t a i n i n g  what each one seeks:  t o  merchants ,  t h a t  
bus ine s s  may be prosperous ;  t o  h u n t e r s ,  t h a t  hunt- 
i ng  may be s u c c e s s f u l ;  and i n f i n i t e  o t h e r  things."81 
Many of t h e s e  Masses were performed wi th  t h e  p r i e s t  
g iv ing  himself  communion w i th  no one e l s e  p r e s e n t .  
Such a  person a c t s  wi thout  t h e  Word of God and i s  
n o t  i n  e a r n e s t ,  f o r  t h i s  self-communion i s  "a human 
no t ion ,  u n c e r t a i n ,  unnecessary,  yea,  even prohi-  
b i t e d .  f'82 

One f u r t h e r  a s p e c t  of worship i n  t h e  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  t r a d i t i o n  i s  t h e i r  requirement  t h a t  a l l  
p a r i s h e s  and worship s e r v i c e s  have uniform o rde r  
and r i t e s .  The Confessors  counte r  t h i s  requirement  
w i th  t h r e e  arguments.  F i r s t ,  t h e  Apos t l e s  d i d  n o t  
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i n t end  t o  make r u l e s  f o r  holy-days, bu t  t o  preach 
god l ine s s  and ho ly  l i f e . 8 3  Second, t h e  a n c i e n t  
Canons never  r equ i r ed  t h a t  t h e  r i t e s  of a l l  
churches  be t h e  same, n o t  have they  ever  been t h e  
same everywhere. 84 Thi rd ,  t h e  Apology a s k s  why, 
i f  u n i v e r s a l  o rd inances  were so  necessary ,  they  
change t h e  ord inance  of C h r i s t ' s  Supper, which i s  
of d i v i n e  o r i g i n ? 8 5  

What i s  c l e a r  from t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  t h a t  
f a l s e  theology produces  f a l s e  worship.  The papa- 
c y ' s  p r a c t i c e  of adding more ho ly  days,  f a s t s ,  and 
ceremonies i n  honor of t h e  s a i n t s  on ly  i nc r ea sed  
f a l s e  worship,  though accord ing  t o  t h e i r  theology 
they were i n s t i t u t e d  t o  m e r i t  g race .  The Confes- 
s i o n s  c a l l  such p r a c t i c e s  god l e s s  i d o l a t r y .  86 
But because they have a  f a l s e  theology of worship,  
unbe l i eve r s  can add new s e r v i c e s  and r i t e s  on ly  
" i n  o r d e r  t h a t  some g r e a t  work may be sought which 
may be s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  wrath and judgment of God."87 
The Augsburg Confession admi ts  t h a t  some ord inances  
have p l a u s i b l e  r ea sons  f o r  e x i s t i n g  bu t  t h a t  they  
a r e  n o t  adapted t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime.  Therefore  t h e  
Reformers reques ted  t h e  Pope t o  s t o p  t h e  abuses  and 
f a l s e  ceremonies,  bu t  i f  h e  d i d  n o t ,  they  would 
ab ide  by S c r i p t u r e  which commands men " t o  obey God 
r a t h e r  than  men." (Acts 5: 2 9 )  .88 

By t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m  of papa l  worship p r a c t i c e s ,  
t h e  Confessors  were i n  r e a l i t y  d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  
f a l s e  d o c t r i n e s  t h a t  l a y  behind i t .  Every a c t  of 
worship i n  Rome was d i r e c t e d  toward a  pagan mer i t -  
ing  of s a t i s f a c t i o n  because Rome's r e l i g i o n  was 
one of work-r ighteousness .  Th i s  i s  s t i l l  t r u e  of 
Rome today, s i n c e  such op in ions  n a t u r a l l y  f l a t t e r  
t h e  human r ace .  89 

Not every p r a c t i c e  and custom c r i t i c i z e d  by 
t h e  Reformers needed t o  be e r a d i c a t e d  from t r u e  
worship,  l i k e  t h e  use  of c and l e s ,  vestments ,  

s t a t u e s ,  t h e  c r o s s ,  e t c ,  Cleansed of t h e i r  work- 
r i g h t e o u s  b a s i s ,  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  c-ould be used 
prof i t a b l y  under t h e  Gospel.  90 

WORSHIP AND APPROVED CERENONIES 

A c o r r e c t  theology of worship r e s u l t e d  i n  cor- 
r e c t  worship r i t e s ,  f o r  eve ry th ing  cen t e r ed  around 
t h e  proclaiming of t h e  Word. The Confessors  d e l i n  
e a t e  t h r e e  b a s i c  purposes  o r  g o a l s  f o r  judging 
proper  ceremonies,  

The f i r s t  purpose of Lutheran r i t e s ,  accord ing  
t o  Luther ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  ceremonies a r e  t o  be de s ign  
so  t h a t  t h e  people  h e a r  t h e  Word s f  God: 

Everything i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church i s  ordered 
t o  t h e  end t h a t  we s h a l l  d a i l y  o b t a i n  t h e r e  
no th ing  bu t  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  of s i n  through 
t h e  Word and s i g n s ,  t o  comfort  and encourage 
our  consc iences  a s  long  a s  we l i v e . 9 1  

I f  t h e r e  i s  t o  be any Church on e a r t h  and any hope 
of s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e  proclamation of d o c t r i n e  i s  abso 
l u t e l y  necessary .  92 Therefore ,  a  day of worship 
i s  s e t  a s i d e  each week t o  g i v e  u s  freedom and t ime 
t o  a t t e n d  "d iv ine  s e r v i c e  ( c u l t u i  d i v i n o  s e r v i e n d i  
G o t t e s d i e n s t e s ) ,  s o  t h a t  we come t o g e t h e r  t o  hea r  
and t r e a t  of ~ o d ' s  Word, and then  t o  p r a i s e  God, 
t o  s i n g  t h e  pray."93 T h i s  important  passage iden- 
t i f i e s  two a s p e c t s  of worship theology:  t o  hea r  
t h e  Word, and t o  p r a i s e  God. I n  t h e  Apology 
Melanchthon i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  b a s i s  of worship:  h he 
purpose of observ ing  ceremonies i s  t h a t  men may 
l e a r n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and t h a t  t hose  who have been 
touched by t h e  Word may r e c e i v e  f a i t h  and f e a r  and 
s o  may a l s o  p r ay .  " 9 4  And aga in  Luther :  
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How does t h i s  s a n c t i f y i n g  t a k e  p l ace?  Not 
when we s i t  behind t h e  s t o v e  and r e f r a i n  
from e x t e r n a l  work, o r  deck o u r s e l v e s  w i th  
ga r l ands  and d r e s s  up i n  our  b e s t  c l o t h e s ,  
bu t ,  a s  h a s  been s a i d ,  when we occupy our- 
s e l v e s  w i th  God's Word and e x e r c i s e  our- 
s e l v e s  i n  i t  .95 

The second purpose of c o r r e c t  ceremonies i s  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  i t  g i v e s  t o  t hose  who h e a r  t h e  Word. 
Apology V I I :  "With a  ve ry  t hank fu l  s p i r i t  we 
c h e r i s h  t h e  u s e f u l  and a n c i e n t  o rd inances  ( u t i l e s  
a c  v e t e r e s  o r d i n a t i o n e s ,  Universalzaermomien),  
e s p e c i a l l y  when they c o n t a i n  a  d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  
s e r v e s  t o  educa te  and i n s t r u c t  t h e  people  and t h e  
inexper ienced .  "96 Because educa t i ng  t h e  people  
i s  so  important  i t  i s  v i t a l  t h a t  t h e  ve rnacu l a r  
language be used i n  t h e  l i t u r g y .  For Pau l  com- 
manded t h a t  t h e  church u se  a  language t h a t  t h e  peo- 
p l e  can unders tand ,  a s  i n  I Cor in th i ans  1 4 :  2, 9.97 

The t h i r d  purpose of good o rde r  i n  l i t u r g i c a l  
ceremonies i s  t h a t  t h e  people  may unders tand and 
be i n s t r u c t e d .  Malanchthon dec l a r ed  t h a t  " i f  t h e  
ceremonies were observed r i g h t l y  ... noth ing  would 
s e r v e  b e t t e r  t o  ma in t a in  t h e  d i g n i t y  of ceremonies,  
and t o  nou r i sh  reverence  and p ious  devot ion  among 
t h e  people."98 The Augsburg Confession XV, Of 
Usages I n  The Church, adds:  hose ought t o  be 
observed which may be observed wi thout  s i n ,  and 
which a r e  p r o f i t a b l e  un to  t r a n q u i l l i t y  and good 
o rde r  i n  t h e  Church, a s  p a r t i c u l a r  holy-days,  f e s -  
t i v a l s ,  and t h e  l i k e e W g 9  

The choosing of a  day f o r  worship i s  a  good 
example of t h e  above s t a t emen t .  One day i s  n o t  
b e t t e r  than  ano the r  f o r  worship,  b u t  people  cannot  
a t t e n d  every day. S ince  Sunday i s  an a n c i e n t  
custom, t h i s  should be cont inued " i n  o r d e r  t h a t  
eve ry th ing  be done i n  harmonious o r d e r ,  and no one 
c r e a t e  d i s o r d e r  by unnecessary innova t  ion .  I' loo 

Good o rde r  i n  worship w a s  important  t o  t h e  
Reformers. Even a t  Augsburg t h e  Confessors  were 
prepared  t o  accep t  c e r t a i n  ad iaphora  i f  t h i s  would 
r e s t o r e  peace w i th  t he  Emperor and b r i n g  no harm 
t o  consc iences .  101 When Luther  had t o  r e t u r n  from 
t h e  Wartburg C a s t l e  i n  1522 t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  i n  
Wit tenberg,  he  denounced t hose  who h u r t  weak 
consc iences  w i t h  t h e i r  d e s t r u c t i v e  and sudden 
changes wi thout  making any a t tempt  t o  i n s t r u c t  
t h e  people  about  them. The Apology speaks from 
exper ience  when i t  s t a t e s  an impor tan t  p r i n c i p l e  
u s e f u l  f o r  our  day: 

Nothing should be changed i n  t h e  accustomed 
r i t e s  wi thout  good reason ,  and t o  f o s t e r  
harmony those  a n c i e n t  customs should be 
kep t  which can be kep t  wi thout  s i n  o r  with- 
ou t  g r e a t  d i s advan t age*  T h i s  i s  what we 
teach .  lo2 

The Confessions do no t  a t t empt  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  
s e t  l i t u r g y  o r  P i s t  of approved ceremonies.  The 
Apology s t a t e s :  "And t r u e  p r aye r s ,  t r u e  alms, 
t r u e  f a s t i n g s ,  have God's command; and where they  
have God's command, they  cannot  wi thout  s i n  be 
omi t t ed .  " 103 Where God ' s command is  l ack ing ,  t h e  
Confessions i n d i c a t e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which 
t h e i r  ceremonies a r e  based.  

Congrega t iona l  s i ng ing  was one major change 
made by t h e  Lutherans  i n  t h e i r  l i t u r g y .  Not on ly  
d id  t h e  s i ng ing  he lp  t h e  congrega t ion  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  worship of God, bu t  a l s o  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of 
S c r i p t u r e  were thereby  sung i n t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  
While a s s u r i n g  Emperor Cha r l e s  V t h a t  t h e  Lutherans  
had preserved  n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  u s u a l  ceremonies,  
t h e  Confessors  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  p a r t s  of t h e  l i t u r g y  
which were sung i n  L a t i n  were i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i th  
German hymns "which have been added ;o t e ach  t h e  
people .  "104 
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I n s t r u c t i o n  and good o rde r  were t h e  watchwords 
of t h e  Lutherans  concerning worship p r a c t i c e s .  
"Many t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  kep t  among u s  
(such a s  t h e  o rde r  of l e s s o n s  i n  t h e  Mass, ho ly  
days,  e t c . )  which a r e  p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  main ta in ing  
good o rde r  i n  t h e  church." l05 The Apology adds: 
"For among u s  masses a r e  c e l e b r a t e d  every  Lo rd ' s  
day and on t h e  o t h e r  f e s t i v a l s . . , .  And t h e  u s u a l  
p u b l i c  ceremonies a r e  observed,  t h e  series of 
l e s s o n s ,  of p r aye r s ,  vestments ,  and o t h e r  l i k e  
t h ings .  I f  lo6 Melanchthon bo ld ly  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  wor- 
s h i p  among Lutherans  i s  more godly t han  t h a t  of 
t h e i r  opponents and conforms more t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  
Canons. 107 

S ince  t h e  Word was c e n t r a l  t o  a l l  t h a t  t h e  
Confessors  s a i d  and d id ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
they  have much t o  say about  sermons, We have seen  
above how t h e  Confessions c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  sermons. The Augsburg Confession adds 
one more c r i t i c i s m :  "They have no l e i s u r e  t o  touch 
upon S c r i p t u r e ,  and t o  seek  t h e  more p r o f i t a b l e  
d o c t r i n e  of f a i t h ,  of t h e  c r o s s ,  of hope, of t h e  
d i g n i t y  of c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  of conso l a t i on ,  o r  s o r e l y  
t r i e d  c o n s ~ i e n c e s . ~ ' l 0 8  By c o n t r a s t ,  Apology XV 
c o n t a i n s  a  comprehensive l i s t  of sermon t o p i c s  
which d e a l  w i t h  t r u l y  s p i r i t u a l  and B i b l i c a l  
t each ings :  

I n  our  churches  a l l  t h e  sermons a r e  occupied 
wi th  such t o p i c s  a s  t he se :  of repen tence ;  
of t h e  f e a r  of God; of f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  of 
t h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  of f a i t h ,  of t h e  consola- 
t i o n  of consc iences  by f a i t h ,  of t h e  e x e r c i s e s  
of f a i t h ;  of  p r aye r ,  what i t s  n a t u r e  should 
be,  and t h a t  we should be f u l l y  con f iden t  t h a t  
i t  i s  e f f i c a c i o u s ,  t h a t  i t  i s  heard ;  of t h e  
c r o s s ;  of t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of m a g i s t r a t e s  and a l l  
c i v i l  o rd inances  ( l i kewi se ,  how each one i n  
h i s  s t a t i o n  should l i v e  i n  a  C h r i s t i a n  manner, 

and, out  of obedience t o  t h e  command of 
t h e  Lord God, should conduct himself  i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  every wor ld ly  ord inance  and 
law) ;  of t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  king- 
dom of C h r i s t ,  o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  kingdom, 
and p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s ;  of mar r iage ;  of t h e  
educa t i on  and i n s t r u c t i o n  of c h i l d r e n ;  of 
c h a s t i t y ;  of a l l  t h e  o f f i c e s  of love. lO9 

Apology XV and X X I V  a r e  f u l l  of examples of approved 
p r a c t i c e s .  If p a s t o r s  a r e  concerned about  a t t endance  
a t  s e r v i c e s ,  Melanchthon d e c l a r e s :  "Prac t  i.cal and 
c l e a r  sermons ho ld  an audience  ... The r e a l  adorn- 
ment of t h e  churches  i s  godly,  p r a c t i c a l ,  and c l e a r  
t e ach ing ,  t h e  godly u s e  of t h e  sacraments ,  a r d e n t  
p r aye r ,  and t h e  l i k e . " l 1 °  

Being concerned about  outward appearances ,  t h e  
opponents accused t h e  Lutherans  of de sp i s ing  t h e  
Sacramant of t h e  A l t a r  by no t  ho ld ing  i t  every day. 
I n  response ,  t h e  Apology s t a t e s  t h a t  a l l  P r i v a t e  
Masses were abo l i shed  and on ly  P u b l i c  and Common 
Mass was he ld  wi th  t h e  people  on t h e  Lord ' s  Day. 
No one could r i g h t l y  accuse  t h e  Lutherans  of doing 
anyth ing  new, s i n c e  Epiphanius  wrote  t h a t  communion 
was c e l e b r a t e d  t h r e e  t imes  a  week i n  h i s  day. 
I n  a  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r ,  t h e  Formula of Concord pre- 
s c r i b e s  t h a t  t h e  Words of I n s t i t u t i o n  a r e  t o  be 
"pub l i c ly  spoken o r  sung be fo re  t h e  congrega t ion  
and t r a d i t i o n s  which proclaimed t h e  t r u e  Word of 
God were approved by t h e  Lutherans .  Whatever o t h e r  
ceremonies d i d  no t  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  Word and command- 
ments were r e t a i n e d  f a r  good o r d e r ,  

CONCLUSION 

Th i s  paper  h a s  t r i e d  t o  show how t h e  Confessors  
thought  of worship i n  r e s p e c t  t o  two main p r i n c i p l e s .  
F i r s t ,  worship i s  desc r ibed  a s  God g i v i n g  people  H i s  
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ceremonies d i d  no t  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  Word and command- 
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CONCLUSION 

Th i s  paper  h a s  t r i e d  t o  show how t h e  Confessors  
thought  of worship i n  r e s p e c t  t o  two main p r i n c i p l e s .  
F i r s t ,  worship i s  desc r ibed  a s  God g i v i n g  people  H i s  



promised mercy and g race  through t h e  Means of 
Grace--the t h e o c e n t r i c  concept .  Second, by alms, 
p r aye r ,  p r a i s e ,  f r u i t s  of f a i t h ,  people  a r e  des- 
c r i b e d  a s  g iv ing  honor t o  God and a sk ing  f o r  H i s  
help--the an th ropocen t r i c  concept .  These two con- 
c e p t s  s h a r e  a  common u n i t y  and source--Jesus C h r i s t  
and H i s  work of s a l v a t i o n .  God can proc la im t h e  
Gospel a s  a  r e s u l t  of ~ e s u s '  s a c r i f i c i a l  dea th ,  
we can p r a i s e  God's name a s  a  r e s u l t  of our  God- 
g iven  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  our  Sav io r .  

Whatever u n i t y  t h e s e  two concepts  pos se s s ,  
they  must remain sha rp ly  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  t h e  same 
r ea sons  t h a t  t h e  Law and d o s p e l  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d .  
God's mercy g iven  through t h e  Means of Grace i s  
e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  honor which worsh ipers  
r ende r  God under t h e  Thi rd  Use of t h e  Law, t h a t  is,  
s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  Because of o r i g i n a l  s i n ,  t h e  human 
r a c e  w i l l  n o t  keep t h e s e  two concepts  s e p a r a t e .  
Man's s i n f u l  n a t u r e  i s  t h e  source  of f a l s e  i d e a s  
about  worship which Luther  and t h e  Confessors  had 
t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t .  W e  have de sc r ibed  some of t h e  
f a l s e  i d e a s  which r e s u l t  from t h i s  nature--how 
p raye r  o r  o t h e r  ceremonies a r e  regarded  a s  a  means 
of g r ace ;  how t h e  Sacraments were cons idered  merely 
outward r i t e s  commanded by J e s u s ;  and how t h e  Mass 
was thought  of a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  which m e r i t s  g r ace  
ex opere  o p e r a t o .  The re fo re  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
sacramenta l  a c t s  and s a c r i f i c i a l  a c t s  i s  bo th  funda- 
mental  and i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  a  p roper  unders tanding  
of worship and l i t u r g y .  I t  i s  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  which 
must be p r e se rved  among u s .  

One way t o  h e l p  p r e s e r v e  t h e  above d i s t i n c t i o n  
between s a c r i f i c i a l  and sacramenta l  concepts  i s  t h e  
p r a c t i c e  of t h e  o f f i c i a n t  t u r n i n g  toward t h e  A l t a r  
f o r  p r aye r  and t o  t h e  people  f o r  r ead ing  t h e  l e s s o n s ,  
Th i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  bo th  symbolical  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l ,  
which i s  l o s t  i n  t hose  churches  which have f r e e -  
s t a n d i n g  a l t a r s .  Someone ob j ec t ed  t h a t  i t  does no t  

make any d i f f e r e n c e  t o  God which way t h e  p a s t o r  
f a c e s  when he  prays .  But t h i s  i g n o r e s  t h e  impor- 
t a n c e  of h e l p i n g  p rope r ly  i n s t r u c t e d  worsh ipers  
unders tand  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between the  two concepts ,  

The h e i r s  of t h e  Reformation cannot  become 
i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  worship theology.  For many of t h e  
t h e o l o g i e s  and p r a c t i c e s  of worship a g a i n s t  which 
t h e  Confessors  had t o  contend remain i n  e x i s t e n c e  
today.  Roman C a t h o l i c  worship p r a c t i c e s  con t inue  
t o  r e c e i v e  much p u b l i c i t y ,  a s  t h e  Chris tmas Mid- 
n i g h t  Mass every  yea r  demons t ra tes .  For i n  s p i t e  
of t h e  changes made a t  Vat ican  11, t h e  t e l e v i s e d  
Masses show t h a t  t h e  worship theology of Rome i s  
s t i l l  based on the  same f a l s e  d o c t r i n e s  which t h e  
Confessors  r e j e c t e d *  P i lg r images  and monasticism 
con t inue  t o  be t ou t ed  a s  examples of t r u e  p i e t y .  

It  i s  t r u l y  remarkable  t h a t  Luther  was a b l e  
t o  overcome y e a r s  of decadence i n  t h e  church and 
s o c i e t y  i n  h i s  recovery  of t h e  t r u e  S c r i p t u r a l  
p r i n c i p l e s  of worship,  Luther  was s u c c e s s f u l  be- 
cause  he  judged a l l  p r a c t i c e s  by t h e  Gospel. 
That  is ,  t hose  p r a c t i c e s  which des t royed  t h e  Gospel 
were r e j e c t e d  and t hose  r i t e s  which promoted j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  a lone  were r e t a i n e d .  The Confes- 
s i o n s  show t h e  f r u i t s  of ~ u t h e r ' s  work and s tudy .  

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  c l e a r  Confess iona l  p r i n c i p l e s  
on worship de sc r ibed  above, t h e  modern Lutheran 
churches  awe no t  f r e e  from f a l s e  t h e o l o g i e s  about  
worship.  Some Lutheran  congrega t ions  a r e  empha- 
s i z i n g  t h e  t oge the rnes s  of t h e  community i n  t h e  
L o r d ' s  Supper i n s t e a d  of God's f o rg ivenes s .  Such 
an emphasis l e a d s  p a s t o r s  t o  commune c h i l d r e n  a t  
an e a r l y  age and t o  b r i n g  young c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  
communion r a i l  f o r  a  b l e s s i n g .  The f o l k  and rock  
l i t u r g i e s  of t h e  1960 ' s  t r aded  t h e  proc lamat ion  of 
t h e  Word f o r  t h e  purpose of e n t e r t a i n i n g  of t r u e  
worship p r i n c i p l e s  w i th  t h e i r  E u c h a r i s t i c  p r a y e r s  
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and t h e i r  new l i s t  of ' s a i n t s , '  some of which were 
no t  even C h r i s t i a n s .  

Lutheran worship h a s  a l s o  been a f f e c t e d  by t h e  
Reformed churches  i n  m a t t e r s  l i k e  ves tments ,  music,  
and p raye r s .  The Reformed c r i t i c i z e  t h e  Lutherans  
f o r  t h e i r  co ld ,  s p i r i t l e s s  l i t u r g i e s  and t h e i r  
h e a r t l e s s ,  w r i t t e n  p r a y e r s .  A major reason  f o r  

t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  l i e s  i n  t h e i r  f a l s e  unders tanding  
of how t h e  Holy S p i r i t  works; they  emphakize s t i r-  
r i n g  of t h e  emotions and s p i r i t u a l  spon t ane i t y  a s  
t h e  purpose of Reformed s e r v i c e s .  So when Luth- 

e r a n s  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  Reformed hymns more t han  t h e  
Lutheran ones,  i t  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of p a s t o r s  and 
p a r i s h i o n e r s  being i gno ran t  of t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  of 
t r u e ,  S c r i p t u r a l  and godly worship--to say  no th ing  
of t r u e  d o c t r i n e .  

Such a  l a c k  of knowledge about  o r  concern f o r  
what t h e  B ib l e  and t h e  Confessions have t o  say 
about worship would be u n f o r t u n a t e ,  s i n c e  worship 
s e r v i c e s  occur  each week and a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  
e x e r c i s e  of our  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s .  Unless  we under- 
s t and  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  theology of worship,  we w i l l  
n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  our  Lutheran l i t u r g i c a l  h e r i t a g e  
(which seems t o  be s lowly e rod ing ) ,  nor  w i l l  we be 
a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t r u e  worship from f a l s e ,  f a l s e  
p i e t y  from t rue .113  

I t  i s  important  f o r  p a s t o r s  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
worsh ipers  any and a l l  of t h e  symbolic r i t u a l s  and 
a c t s  t h a t  a r e  a  p a r t  of t h e  l i t u r g y .  For example, 
t h e  s i g n  of t h e  c r o s s  a t  t h e  end of t h e  s e r v i c e  
must n o t  be unders tood a s  bestowing a  b l e s s i n g  upon 
t h e  worsh ipers .  The b l e s s i n g  i s  conta ined  i n  t h e  
words of t h e  Benedic t ion .  The s i g n  of t h e  c r o s s  
reminds t h e  worsh ipers  t h a t  t h e  peace of God i s  
found i n  t h e  c r o s s  of C h r i s t .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  l i f t -  
i ng  of t h e  communion elements ,  t h e  l i g h t i n g  of t h e  
cand l e s ,  t h e  Advent wreath,  t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  c o l o r s  

and vestments ,  and t h e  custom of f a c i n g  t h e  A l t a r  
f o r  p rayer - -a l l  t h e s e  need t o  be expla ined  t o  t h e  
people  so  t h a t  the symbol no t  be taken  f o r  t h e  
r e a l i t y  o r  t h a t  we engage i n  meaningless  r i t e s .  
One wonders i f  any congrega t ion  would have used 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  communion cups i f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of t h e  common cup had been p rope r ly  and r e g u l a r l y  
expla ined  t o  t h e  people .  

We a l s o  need t o  be concerned t h a t  our  worship 
does n o t  become mechanical ,  o rd ina ry ,  o r  l e g a l i s t i c .  
Th i s  happens when t h e  Gospel i s  n o t  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
our  worship,  when people  become i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  
Gospel message, o r  when they  s e e  t h a t  o n e ' s  b e s t  
e f f o r t s  a r e  no t  urged upon t h e  people  i n  t h e i r  
worship of God. Worshipers need t o  cons ide r  j u s t  
who i t  i s  t h a t  they  a r e  worshiping and why they do 
so .  For i n  t h e  l i t u r g y  God comes t o  u s  w i th  H i s  
best - - the  Gospel and t h e  Sacraments--which g i v e s  
us  fo rg ivenes s  of s i n s  and hope of e t e r n a l  l i f e ;  
and we a r e  p r a i s i n g  and honoring t h e  t r u e  God i n  
a l l  of H i s  awesomeness, i n f i n i t e  power, and d iv in -  
i t y ,  whi le  w e  pray f o r  H i s  l ove ,  mercy, c a r e ,  f o r -  
g ivenes s ,  and b l e s s i n g .  S ince  we r e c e i v e  God's 
b e s t ,  how can our  worship be i n d i f f e r e n t ,  mediocre,  
o r  shoddy? Now no two congrega t ions  w i l l  have t h e  
same c i rcumstances  f o r  t h e i r  worship of God a s  t o  
t h e  bu i l d ing ,  organ, c h o i r ,  e t c .  But no ma t t e r  what 
t h e  c i rcumstances  of a  congrega t ion  a r e ,  t h e  wor- 
s h i p e r s  should s t r i v e  t o  b r ing  t h e i r  b e s t  g i f t s  of 
p r a i s e  and honor b e f o r e  God's th rone .  For worship 
i s  t h e  f r u i t  of a  Gospel-produced f a i t h ,  and i t  
r e s u l t s  i n  a c t s  of l o v e  f o r  t h e  Sav io r ,  a s  S t .  Pau l  
d e c l a r e s :  "Let t h e  word of C h r i s t  dwel l  i n  you 
r i c h l y  i n  a l l  wisdom; t e ach ing  and admonishing one 
ano the r  i n  psalms and hymns and s p i r i t u a l  songs,  
s i ng ing  w i th  g r ace  i n  your h e a r t s  t o  t h e  Lord. And 
whatsoever ye  do i n  word o r  deed, do a l l  i n  t h e  
name of t h e  Lord J e s u s ,  g i v i n g  thanks  t o  God and 
t h e  Fa the r  by him." 
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Lutheran ones,  i t  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of p a s t o r s  and 
p a r i s h i o n e r s  being i gno ran t  of t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  of 
t r u e ,  S c r i p t u r a l  and godly worship--to say  no th ing  
of t r u e  d o c t r i n e .  

Such a  l a c k  of knowledge about  o r  concern f o r  
what t h e  B ib l e  and t h e  Confessions have t o  say 
about worship would be u n f o r t u n a t e ,  s i n c e  worship 
s e r v i c e s  occur  each week and a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  
e x e r c i s e  of our  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s .  Unless  we under- 
s t and  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  theology of worship,  we w i l l  
n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  our  Lutheran l i t u r g i c a l  h e r i t a g e  
(which seems t o  be s lowly e rod ing ) ,  nor  w i l l  we be 
a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t r u e  worship from f a l s e ,  f a l s e  
p i e t y  from t rue .113  
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cand l e s ,  t h e  Advent wreath,  t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  c o l o r s  

and vestments ,  and t h e  custom of f a c i n g  t h e  A l t a r  
f o r  p rayer - -a l l  t h e s e  need t o  be expla ined  t o  t h e  
people  so  t h a t  the symbol no t  be taken  f o r  t h e  
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One wonders i f  any congrega t ion  would have used 
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We a l s o  need t o  be concerned t h a t  our  worship 
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so .  For i n  t h e  l i t u r g y  God comes t o  u s  w i th  H i s  
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us  fo rg ivenes s  of s i n s  and hope of e t e r n a l  l i f e ;  
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t h e  bu i l d ing ,  organ, c h o i r ,  e t c .  But no ma t t e r  what 
t h e  c i rcumstances  of a  congrega t ion  a r e ,  t h e  wor- 
s h i p e r s  should s t r i v e  t o  b r ing  t h e i r  b e s t  g i f t s  of 
p r a i s e  and honor b e f o r e  God's th rone .  For worship 
i s  t h e  f r u i t  of a  Gospel-produced f a i t h ,  and i t  
r e s u l t s  i n  a c t s  of l o v e  f o r  t h e  Sav io r ,  a s  S t .  Pau l  
d e c l a r e s :  "Let t h e  word of C h r i s t  dwel l  i n  you 
r i c h l y  i n  a l l  wisdom; t e ach ing  and admonishing one 
ano the r  i n  psalms and hymns and s p i r i t u a l  songs,  
s i ng ing  w i th  g r ace  i n  your h e a r t s  t o  t h e  Lord. And 
whatsoever ye  do i n  word o r  deed, do a l l  i n  t h e  
name of t h e  Lord J e s u s ,  g i v i n g  thanks  t o  God and 
t h e  Fa the r  by him." 



Thi s  paper  h a s  no t  exhausted t h e  s t u d i e s  on 
worship t h a t  could be made i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  
book of Concord. The w r i t e r  adds a  few more t o p i c s  
f o r  those  who would be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  pursu ing  t h e  
s u b j e c t  f u r t h e r :  

1. A s tudy  of t r u e  worship v e r s u s  human 
t r a d i t i o n  a s  de sc r ibed  i n  t h e  Book of 
Concord. 

2. How t h e  Formula of Concord s e t t l e d  t h e  
A d i a p h o r i s t i c  Controversy on t h e  p r i n c i -  
p l e s  of t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  worship.  

3. The p r i n c i p l e s  of worship theology a s  
w r i t t e n  about ,  a p p l i e d ,  and p r a c t i c e d  by 
Luther ,  Bugenhaugen, Melanchthon, e t .  a l .  

4.  The p r a c t i c e  of Holy Communion: Rome 
v e r s u s  Wit tenberg.  

May t h e  Lord u se  t h i s  s tudy  of worship so  t h a t  
H i s  name w i l l  be  made g r e a t  among a l l  people  a s  
they  wor sh ip fu l l y  h e a r  H i s  word and c a l l  upon H i s  
name. 

SOL1 DEO GLORIA 

-- Theodore Gu l l i x son  

Del ivered  a t  t h e  Arizona- 
C a l i f o r n i a  P a s t o r a l  Conference 
i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1984. 

E N D  N O T E S  

NOTE: Almost a l l  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  c i t e d  from t h e  
Concordia T r i g l o t  e d i t i o n ,  i d e n t i f i e d  by: 
( T i  ) . Where t h e  Tappert  (Tap. ) e d i t  i on  
i s  p laced  f i r s t ,  i t  means t h a t  t h e  quote  o r  
c i t a t i o n  was t aken  from t h a t  e d i t i o n .  Because 
t h e  Tappert  e d i t i o n  h a s  changed t h e  a r t i c l e  
and paragraph numbers i n  a  few p l a c e s ,  some 
r e f e r e n c e s  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a  double  c i t a t i o n  
( s e e  end n o t e  43) .  The fo l l owing  abbrev ia -  
t i o n s  a r e  used f o r  t h e  Confessions of t h e  
Book of Concord: The Augsburg Confession 
(AC), t h e  Apology of t h e  Augsburg Confession 
(Ap), t h e  Smalcald A r t i c l e s  (SA), t h e  Large 
Catechism ( L C ) ,  and t h e  Formula of Concord- 
S o l i d  D e c l a r a t i o n  (FC SD). I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
AC X X I  (Sum):5 r e f e r s  t o  a  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  
T r i g l o t  e n t i t l e d  'Summary' which is  p laced  
a f t e r  A r t i c l e  X X I  of t h e  Augsburg Confession.  
The same con fe s s ion  h a s  ano the r  s e c t i o n  
e n t i t l e d  ' A r t i c l e s  about  m a t t e r s  i n  d i s p u t e ,  
i n  which an  account  is  g iven  of t h e  abuses  
which have been c o r r e c t e d ' ;  which end n o t e  
100 r ende r s :  AC Abuses:6. F i n a l l y ,  some 
of t h e  pa ren these s  i n  t h e  paper  and end 
n o t e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  b r a c k e t s  used i n  t h e  
T r i g l o t  t o  i n c l u d e  m a t e r i a l  from t h e  secon- 
dary  language.  

1. P e t e r  Brunner,  Worship I n  The Name of J e sus ,  
Tr .  M.H. Bertram, S t .  Louis ,  1968, p .  397. 

2 .  P r e f ace  t o  t h e  Book of Concord, Tap. p .  1 3 ;  
T r i g .  p .  23 .  

3 .  P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  AC:10-11, T r i g .  p .  41, Tap. 
p .  25-26. 

4 .  Ap XXIV:51, T r i g .  p .  401; Tap. 259. 
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5 .  Ap XV:42, T r i g .  p .  327; Tap. p .  221. (From 
t h e  German t e x t ) .  

6 .  Ap VII :5 ,  T r i g .  p .  227; Tap. p.  169.  

7 .  AC XXIV:5, 8, T r i g .  p .  65; AC XXIV:6, 8 ,  
Tap. p .  56-57. I n  t h e  quote ,  t h e  ph ra se  
' p u b l i c  worship '  i s  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of pub l i -  
carum ceremoniarum, o f f e n t l i c h e n  Zeremonien. 

8 .  Ap XXIV:33, T r i g .  p .  395; Tap. p .  255-256. 
Malachi 1:ll reads :  "For from t h e  r i s i n g  of 
t h e  sun even un to  t h e  going down of t h e  same 
My name s h a l l  b e  g r e a t  among t h e  G e n t i l e s ;  
and i n  every  p l a c e  i ncense  s h a l l  be  o f f e r e d  
un to  My name, and a  pure  o f f e r i n g :  f o r  My 
name s h a l l  b e  g r e a t  among t h e  hea then ,  s a i t h  
t h e  LORD of h o s t s . "  (See a l s o  End Note 3 4 ) .  

9 .  Ap XII I :5 ,  T r i g .  p .  309; Tap. p .  211-212. 
From t h e  same paragraph:  "And God, a t  t h e  
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t r a i n i n g  i s  "comprehended summarily and com- 
manded i n  t h e  passage  P s .  50:15: ' C a l l  upon 
Me i n  t h e  day of t r o u b l e ;  I w i l l  d e l i v e r  t h e e ,  
and thou s h a l t  g l o r i f y  Me."' 
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t h e  t r u e  worship of God, because w e  r e c e i v e  
from H i s  mercy r a t h e r  t han  from our  m e r i t s .  

43. Ap XXXIV:70, Tap. p .  262, T r i g .  p .  409. 

44. Ap III :33-34,  T r i g .  p .  165;  Ap IV:254-255, 
Tap. p .  155. John 6:40- his i s  t h e  w i l l  of 
H i m  t h a t  s e n t  M e ,  t h a t  everyone which s e e t h  
t h e  Son, and b e l i e v e t h  on H i m ,  may have ever -  
l a s t i n g  l i f e  ." Matthew 17: 5--"This is  My 
beloved Son, i n  whom I am w e l l  p l ea sed ,  h e a r  
ye ~ i m . "  

45. Ap I I I :33-34,  T r i g .  p .  165;  Ap IV:254-255, 
Tap. p .  143-144. Another example is  g iven  
from Luke 7 : 47--"~er  s i n s  which a r e  many, a r e  
fo rg iven .  Thy f a i t h  h a t h  saved thee."   he 
woman came wi th  t h e  op in ion  concerning C h r i s t  
t h a t  wi th  H i m  t h e  remiss ion  of  s i n s  should  b e  
sought .  Th i s  worship i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  worship 
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46. Ap III:156-157, T r i g .  p .  199; Ap IV:277-278, 
Taw. 1. 148-149. The b r a c k e t s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
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47. LC I:146-147, T r i g .  p .  623; Tap. p .  385. See 
a l s o  LC I I I :5 -6 ,  T r i g .  p .  699; Tap. p .  420 -- 
where Luther  s ays  t h a t  t o  c a l l  on t h e  name of 

the Lord  i s  t o  p ray ,  which we a r e  r equ i r ed  t o  
do by God. 

48. A C X X I ,  T r i g .  p .  57; Tap. 47. 

49 .  Ap IV:59-60, T r i g .  p .  137; Tap. p .  115. 

50. Ap III:210-212, T r i g .  p .  2 1 1 ;  Ap IV:331-333, 
Tap. p ,  158 ,  

51.  AC XXI:3, T r i g .  p .  57-59; Tap. p .  47. 

52. LC 1 ~ 7 3 - 7 4 ,  T r i g .  p .  601; Tap. p .  374-375. 
Cont inuing w i th  L u t h e r ' s  comments: "Likewise 
t h e  p r a c t i c e  of c h i l d r e n  t o  c r o s s  themselves 
when anyth ing  monstrous o r  t e r r i b l e  i s  seen  o r  
hea rd ,  and t o  exclaim: ' ~ o r d  God, p r o t e c t  u s ! '  
'Help,  dea r  Lord J e s u s ! '  e t c .  Thus, t oo ,  i f  
anyone meets w i th  unexpected good f o r t u n e ,  how- 
eve r  t r i v i a l ;  t h a t  h e  say:  'God be p r a i s e d  and 
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a s  fo rmer ly  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were accustomed t o  
f a s t  and pray t o  S t .  Nicholas  and o t h e r  s a i n t s . "  

53. I Kings 18--Elisha and t h e  p rophe t s  of Baal 
b e f o r e  t h e  two a l t a r s  on M t .  Carmel. 

54. LC I:17-21, T r i g .  p .  585; Tap. p .  367. 

55. FC SD I I : 2 1 ,  T r i g .  p .  889; Tap. p .  525. 

56. Ap I I I : l 6 7 ,  T r i g .  p .  203; Ap IV:288, Tap. p .  151.  

57. Ap XV:30, T r i g .  p .  323; Tap. p .  219. Coloss ians  
2:16, 17--"Let no man, t h e r e f o r e ,  judge you i n  
meat o r  i n  d r i n k ,  o r  i n  r e s p e c t  of  an ho ly  day, 
o r  of t h e  new moon, of t h e  Sabbath-days, which 
a r e  a  shadow of t h i n g s  t o  come; bu t  t h e  bodv 

.f 

is  of C h r i s t . "  See a l s o  SA 111, XV:l-2, T r i g .  
p. 501; Tap. p .  316--which c i t e s  Matthew 15:9 
--"In v a i n  they  do worship Me, t e ach ing  f o r  doc- 
t r i n e s  t h e  commandments of men," and T i t u s  1:14 
-- hat t u r n  from t h e  t r u t h  . I '  The Confessions 
u s e  t h e  Matthew 15:9 passage o f t e n  i n  t h e i r  
c r i t i q u e  of Roman Ca tho l i c  worship.  



58. Ap VI:45-46, T r i g .  p .  295-297; Ap XII:141-143, 
Tap. p .  204. -- See a l s o  AC XXVI:8-12 where 
Melanchthon says :  "Secondly, t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  
have obscured t h e  commandments of God, because 
t r a d i t i o n s  were p laced  f a r  above t h e  command- 
ments of God. C h r i s t i a n i t y  was thought  t o  
c o n s i s t  wholly i n  t h e  observance of c e r t a i n  
holy-days,  r i t e s ,  r a s t s ,  and v e s t u r e s .  These 
observances  had won f o r  themsleves  t h e  e x a l t e d  
t i t l e  of be ing  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  and t h e  per -  
f e c t  l i f e .  Meanwhile t h e  commandments of God, 
accord ing  t o  each o n e ' s  c a l l i n g ,  were wi thout  
hono r . . . .  And t h i s  e r r o r  g r e a t l y  tormented 
devout consc ience .  ... f o r  i t  was imposs ib le  t o  
keep a l l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and y e t  men judged t h 4 s e  
observances  t o  be neces sa ry  a c t s  of worship." 

59. AC XXVII:46-48, T r i g .  p .  81; Tap. p .  78. See 
paragraph 46- hey persuaded men t h a t  s e r v i c e s  
of man's making were a  s t a t e  of C h r i s t i a n  per-  
f e c t i o n . "  The fo l lowing  quote  w a s  t oo  long  t o  
be inc luded  i n  t h e  body of t h e  paper ,  bu t  i t  i s  
an important  comment on t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h o s e  
who inven t  new works and ceremonies whereby men 
a r e  t o  m e r i t  f o rg ivenes s :  LC I :314,  Tap. p .  407; 
T r i g .  p.  671: "It seems t o  me t h a t  we s h a l l  have 
our  hands f u l l  t o  keep t h e s e  commandments, prac-  
t i c i n g  g e n t l e n e s s ,  p a t i e n c e ,  l o v e  toward enemies,  
c h a s t i t y ,  k indness ,  e t c . ,  and a l l  t h a t  t h e s e  
v i r t u e s  i nvo lve .  But such works a r e  n o t  impor- 
t a n t  o r  impress ive  i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  world.  
They a r e  n o t  unusual  and pompous, r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  s p e c i a l  t imes ,  p l a c e s ,  r i tes ,  and ceremonies ,  
bu t  a r e  common, everyday domest ic  d u t i e s  of one 
neighbor  toward ano the r ,  w i th  no show about  
them. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h o s e  o t h e r  works 
c a p t i v a t e  a l l  eyes  and e a r s .  Aided by g r e a t  
pomp, sp l endo r ,  and magni f icen t  b u i l d i n g s ,  t hey  
a r e  s o  adorned t h a t  eve ry th ing  gleams and g l i t -  
t e r s .  There i s  burning a f  i ncense ,  s i n g i n g  and 
r i n g i n g  of b e l l s ,  l i g h t i n g  of t a p e r s  and c a n d l e s  
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u n t i l  no th ing  e l s e  can be seen  o r  heard .  For 
when a  p r i e s t  s t a n d s  i n  a gold-embroidered 
chasuble  o r  a layman remains on h i s  knees a 
whole day i n  church,  t h i s  is  cons idered  a  
p rev ious  work t h a t  cannot be s u f f i c i e n t l y  
e x t o l l e d .  But when a poor g i r l  t ends  a l i t t l e  
c h i l d ,  o r  f a i t h f u l l y  does what s h e  i s  t o l d ,  
t h a t  i s  regarded  a s  nothing."  

60. Ap I I I : 2 7 1 ,  T r i g .  p .  225; Ap IV;392, Tap. p .  167.  
Yet t h e  Apology a s s u r e s  us :  " . . .never theless  
t h e  knowledge of C h r i s t  h a s  always remained 
w i th  some godly persons .  

61. SA 11, I I : 2 6 ,  T r i g .  p .  469; Tap. p .  297. 
Luther  l i s t s  such i d o l a t r y :  " . . . it  does n o t  
f o l l ow  t h a t  we should  invoke and adore  t h e  
a n g e l s  and s a i n t s ,  and f a s t ,  ho ld  f e s t i v a l s ,  
c e l e b r a t e  Mass i n  t h e i r  honor ,  make o f f e r i n g s ,  
and e s t a b l i s h  churches ,  a l t a r s ,  d i v i n e  worship,  
and i n  s t i l l  o t h e r  ways s e r v e  them and r ega rd  
them a s  h e l p e r s  i n  need, and d i v i d e  among them 
a l l  k inds  of h e l p ,  and a s c r i b e  t o  each one a  
p a r t i c u l a r  form of a s s i s t a n c e ,  a s  t h e  P a p i s t s  
t e ach  and do. " 

62. Ap XV:19, T r i g ,  p .  469; Tap, p .  217-218. The 
Apology quo te s  Danie l  11:38 a s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
worship of t h e  A n t i c h r i s t .  

63. AC XX:36-39, T r i g .  p. 57; Tap. p .  46. See a l s o  
Ap VII:21, T r i g ,  p .  233--German: "Now a person 
t h a t  does  n o t  r ega rd  f a i t h  neces sa ry  h a s  a l r e a d y  
l o s t  C h r i s t  ." 

64. AC XXII:9, T r i g .  p .  61; Tap. p. 50. 

65. SA 11, IV:14, T r i g .  p .  475; Tap. p .  301. The 
German t e x t  is i n  p a r e n t h e s i s .  Luther  adds: 
"Therefore ,  j u s t  as l i t t l e  as we can worship 
t h e  d e v i l  h imse l f  a s  Lord and God, we can endure 
h i s  a p o s t l e ,  t h e  Pope, o r  A n t i c h r i s t ,  i n  h i s  
r u l e  a s  head o r  ~ o r d . "  
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u n t i l  no th ing  e l s e  can be seen  o r  heard .  For 
when a  p r i e s t  s t a n d s  i n  a gold-embroidered 
chasuble  o r  a layman remains on h i s  knees a 
whole day i n  church,  t h i s  is  cons idered  a  
p rev ious  work t h a t  cannot be s u f f i c i e n t l y  
e x t o l l e d .  But when a poor g i r l  t ends  a l i t t l e  
c h i l d ,  o r  f a i t h f u l l y  does what s h e  i s  t o l d ,  
t h a t  i s  regarded  a s  nothing."  

60. Ap I I I : 2 7 1 ,  T r i g .  p .  225; Ap IV;392, Tap. p .  167.  
Yet t h e  Apology a s s u r e s  us :  " . . .never theless  
t h e  knowledge of C h r i s t  h a s  always remained 
w i th  some godly persons .  

61. SA 11, I I : 2 6 ,  T r i g .  p .  469; Tap. p .  297. 
Luther  l i s t s  such i d o l a t r y :  " . . . it  does n o t  
f o l l ow  t h a t  we should  invoke and adore  t h e  
a n g e l s  and s a i n t s ,  and f a s t ,  ho ld  f e s t i v a l s ,  
c e l e b r a t e  Mass i n  t h e i r  honor ,  make o f f e r i n g s ,  
and e s t a b l i s h  churches ,  a l t a r s ,  d i v i n e  worship,  
and i n  s t i l l  o t h e r  ways s e r v e  them and r ega rd  
them a s  h e l p e r s  i n  need, and d i v i d e  among them 
a l l  k inds  of h e l p ,  and a s c r i b e  t o  each one a  
p a r t i c u l a r  form of a s s i s t a n c e ,  a s  t h e  P a p i s t s  
t e ach  and do. " 

62. Ap XV:19, T r i g ,  p .  469; Tap, p .  217-218. The 
Apology quo te s  Danie l  11:38 a s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
worship of t h e  A n t i c h r i s t .  

63. AC XX:36-39, T r i g .  p. 57; Tap. p .  46. See a l s o  
Ap VII:21, T r i g ,  p .  233--German: "Now a person 
t h a t  does  n o t  r ega rd  f a i t h  neces sa ry  h a s  a l r e a d y  
l o s t  C h r i s t  ." 

64. AC XXII:9, T r i g .  p .  61; Tap. p. 50. 

65. SA 11, IV:14, T r i g .  p .  475; Tap. p .  301. The 
German t e x t  is i n  p a r e n t h e s i s .  Luther  adds: 
"Therefore ,  j u s t  as l i t t l e  as we can worship 
t h e  d e v i l  h imse l f  a s  Lord and God, we can endure 
h i s  a p o s t l e ,  t h e  Pope, o r  A n t i c h r i s t ,  i n  h i s  
r u l e  a s  head o r  ~ o r d . "  



66. SA 111, XV:4-5, T r i g .  p .  501; Tap. p .  301. 
German t e x t  i s  i n  pa ren these s .  

67. Ap XXVII:69, T r i g .  p .  443; Tap. p .  281. 

68. Ap XV:21, T r i g .  p .  321; Tap. p .  218. Pa ra .  34 
adds hoods o r  cowls t o  t h e  l i s t .  

69. SA 111, XII:3 ,  T r i g .  p. 499; Tap. p .  315. 

70. Ap XXIV:42-43, T r i g .  p .  399; Tap. p .  357-358. 

71. Ap XV:42, T r i g .  p .  327; Tap. p .  221. 

72. Ap IV:14, T r i g .  p .  123;  Tap. p .  109. Melanch- 
thon adds i n  t h e  German t e x t :  "I have myself 
heard  a  g r e a t  p reacher  who d i d  n o t  mention 
C h r i s t  and t h e  Gospel,  and preached t h e  e t h i c s  
of A r i s t o t l e . "  

73. AC XX:3, T r i g .  p .  53; Tap. p .  41. 

74. Ap XV:42, Tap. p .  220-221; T r i g .  p .  327. 

75. Namely: AC X X I I ,  X X I V ;  Ap X ,  X I I I ,  X X I I ,  X X I V ;  
SA 11, I1 and SA 111, V I ;  and FC SD V I I .  

76. SA 11, I I ; 1 2 ,  T r i g .  p .  465; Tap. p .  294-295. 
The reason  Luther  g i v e s  f o r  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  
p r a c t i c e s  sur rounding  purga tory  is: "For i t  
c o n f l i c t s  w i th  t h e  c h i e f  a r t i c l e  t h a t  on ly  
C h r i s t ,  and n o t  t h e  works of men, a r e  t o  h e l p  
s o u l s  . 

77. AC XXII:12, T r i g .  p .  61; Tap. p .  51.  Tapper t  
s ays  i n  h i s  f o o t n o t e  23 t h a t  t h e  Lutheran 
p r i n c e s  r e fu sed  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  Corpus 
C h r i s t i  p roces s ion  i n  Augsburg on June 16 ,  
1930, a s  a  con fe s s ion  of t h e i r  f a i t h  b e f o r e  
t h e  Emperor. 

78. FC SD VII:87, Tap. p .  585; T r i g .  p .  1003. 

79. Ap XXIV:84, T r i g .  p .  413; Tap. p .  268. 
Melanchthon a l s o  r e j e c t s  t h e  opponent ' s  
e f f o r t  t o  t i e  communion w i th  t h e  Hebrew word 
'misbeach'  o r  a l t a r .  

80.  Ap XXIV:96, T r i g .  p .  417'; Tap. p .  268. Pa ra .  
98--"And i t  seems t h a t  t h i s  B a a l i s t i c  worship 
w i l l  endure a s  long  a s  t h e  r e i g n  of t h e  Pope, 
u n t i l  C h r i s t  w i l l  come t o  judge,  and by t h e  
g l o r y  of H i s  advent  d e s t r o y  t h e  r e i g n  of t h e  
~ n t i c h r i s t  ." 

81.  Ap XXIV:64, T r i g .  p .  407; Tap. p .  261. The 
Apology adds  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  dean t o  
l i b e r a t e  s o u l s  from t h e  p a i n s  of purga tory ;  
"al though wi thou t  f a i t h  t h e  Mass i s  of s e r v i c e  
n o t  even t o  t h e  l i v i n g . "  

82.  SA 11, I I : 8  T r i g .  p ,  465; Tap. p .  294. 

83. AC XXVI:44-45, T r i g .  p .  75; Tap. p .  70. 

84.  AC XXI:2, T r i g .  p .  59; Tap. p .  48. 

85 .  Ap VII:46, T r i g ,  p .  243; Tap. p .  177. 

86.  AC XXVIII:37, T r i g .  p. 89; Tap. p.  86-87. 
See paragraphs  39-41 f o r  o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of f a l s e  worship r i t e s .  

87.  Ap I I I : 9 1 ,  T r i g .  p .  179; Ap IV:212, Tap. p .  136. 
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113. By f a l s e  p i e t y  i s  meant sanct imonious hypoc- 
r i s y  a s  i n  end n o t e  61, and i n  I1 Tim. 3:5 
--''Having a  form of g o d l i n e s s ,  bu t  denying t h e  
power thereof  ; " and i n  Mark 7  : 6--"This people  
honoureth me wi th  t h e i r  l i p s ,  bu t  t h e i r  h e a r t  
i s  f a r  from me." By t r u e  p i e t y  i s  meant god- 
l i n e s s ,  humi l i t y ,  a s  i n  John 4:24--"They t h a t  
worship him must worship him i n  s p i r i t  and i n  
t r u t h .  " Romans I 3  : 10--"Love is  t h e  f u l f i l l i n g  
of t h e  law." 
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